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My  dear  Dr.  Speer:- 
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When  attending  the  meeting  of  the  World  Alliance 
at  Washington  last  week,  I  was  given  the  first  word  concerning 
the  way  in  which  the  Committee  on  Personnel  had  approached  you 
relative  to  the  Secretaryship  of  the  Federal  Council. 
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BUSINESS  MEN’S  COMMITTEE 

Clifford  W.  Barnes,  chairman 

Rudolf  A.  Clemen,  secretary 

Arthur  Andersen 
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Charles  Edward  Brown 
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It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  that  I  was  very  much 
interested  and  that  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  see  jour 
way  clear  to  accept  this  responsibility.  I  know  that  the  call 
of  the  Federal  Council  to  you  to  be  the  General  Secretary  would 
meet  with  a  most  cordial  response  throughout  the  country.  Just 
now  we  need  someone  who  is  familiar  with  all  the  work  of  the 
Federal  Council  and  who  has  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
all  denominations .  Your  great  service  as  President  of  the  Council 
during  very  trying  times  was  fully  appreciated. 

I  know  that  the  making  of  a  decision  in  this  matter 
is  not  an  easy  thing  because  of  the  multiplicity  of  the  demands 
that  are  made  upon  you.  It  is  not  for  me  to  seek  to  give  any 
reasons  in  the  matter,  but  only  to  say  that  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  be  led  to  do  this.  You  can 
be  assured  that  so  long  as  I  may  be  with  the  work  I  will  give  to 
you  the  best  support  that  I  can  give.  Of  course  I  appreciate 
that  this  would  depend  upon  such  readjustments  as  would  be  made 
in  the  whole  personnel  of  the  secretariat. 

My  work  here  in  the  Middle  West  has  kept  me  away  from 
New  York  City  sol  know  practically  nothing  of  the  opinions 
that  are  held  in  different  matters  and  naturally  I  have  very  much 
concern  about  the  decision  which  led  to  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
Macfarland.  Because  of  my  long  association  with  him,  even  before 
he  came  into  the  Federal  Council,  I  am  concerned  about  the  future. 
I  cannot  help  feeling  that  there  must  be  some  way  in  which  there 
will  be  the  full  and  just  recognition  of  all  that  he  has  done 
during  the  past  20  years.  This  I  am  sure  will  be  the  case.  Be¬ 
cause  of  what  he  has  done  in  the  financing  of  the  Federal  Council, 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  must  be  a  field  entirely  outside  of  the 
administrative  work  of  the  Federal  Council  in  which  he  can  secure 
funds  which  will  give  in  a  way  an  insurance  for  the  continuance 
of  the  work,  especially  in  such  times  as  these.  When  visiting 
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with  him  last  summer  I  found  how  much  this  is  upon  his  mind 
and  heart.  I  know  that  you  men  in  New  York  City  have  all  these 
things  before  you.  I  pray  that  what  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  all  the  work,  which  includes  the  future  service  of  Dr.  Macfarland 
to  the  kingdom,  will  be  rightly  decided. 

The  work  in  the  Middle  West  grov/s  more  and  more  inter¬ 
esting. 


With  the  earnest  prayer  for  the  leadership  of  the  Spirit 
in  all  these  things,  I  am, 
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Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

A 

I  return  herewith  a  letter  f rorn^ H.  Hay  Anderson, 
together  with  your  reply,  vhich  you  were  good  enougFTto 
send  me.  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
written  to  him.  I  hope  to  meet  him  when  I  am  in  Chicago 
a  f6w  weeks  hende. 

Always  cordially  yours, 

SAMUEL  MC  0R2A  0AV3RT 
General  Secretary 

ur.  Robert  S.  Speer 
156  .fifth  Avenue 
Hew  York  City 
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September  eighth 
19  3  0 


Sear  Sr*  Anderson* 

Several  weeks  ago,  Sr«  Robert  B«  Speer  sent  me  a  copy  of  your  letter  of 
June  12,  In  which  you  made  the  si^gestion  that  he  take  the  initiative  in  convening 
a  group  of  Christian  leaders  of  various  denominations  for  conference  and  inspira¬ 
tion  this  fall.  Sr.  Speer  suggested  to  me,  as  I  think  he  wrote  you,  that  possibly 
it  might  be  worth  while  for  the  Federal  Council  to  plan  seme  suah  gathering  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Annual  Meeting  of  its  Executive  Committee,  in  Washington,  s.  0. , 
in  December.  I  have  delayed  writing  to  you  until  I  had  the  opportunity  to  talk 
personally  with  Dr.  Speer  about  ^Sitter,  but  the  sunmer  seems  to  have  gone  by  withott 
my  having  had  such  an  opportunity,  and  now  Dr,  Speer  is  away  frern  his  cf  fioe  for 
this  month. 

My  own  personal  feeling  is  that  there  might  be  great  advantage  in  such 
a  gathering,  if  it  were  aaall  enough  (say,  not  exceeding  100  at  the  outside)  to  allow 
genuine  discussion  together  as  to  ways  in  which  our  ministers  in  their  respective 
places  can  be  more  effective  in  givii^  the  spiritual  leadership  needed  by  the  world 
today.  On  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  find  myself  very  enthusiastic  shout  another 
conference  which  would  simply  provide  for  a  series  of  inspiring  addresses  which, 
however  much  they  might  stimulate  us  at  the  moment,  would  not  be  likely  to  give 
ub  much  guidanoe  38  to  what  we  should  do  or  how  we  should  do  it. 

One  diffldulty  is  that  there  are  already  so  many  conference  a  within  various 
dencminat ional  groups,  and  in  other  connections,  that  one  is  not  oertain  whether 
the  expenditure  oft  ine,  money  and  energy  which  another  conference  would  require 
is  fully  warranted,  1  am  planning,  for  example,  to  attend  the  Conference  on  the 
Spiritual  Emphasis  in  the  Y«  M.  C.  A.,  which  is  to  precede  the  meeting  of  the  l&tiona  1 
Council  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  in  mid-October,  and  I  imagine  that 
perhaps  you  also  are  interested  in  this.  A  somewhat  similar  conference,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Federal  Council’s  Ccmnission  on  Evangelism,  designed  to  reach  more 
particularly  the  evangelistic  departments  of  our  dencminat  ions,  v.as  held  at  Rorthfield, 
Mass.,  last  June.  Within  a  few  days,  I  am  going  to  attend  a  somewhat  similar  gather¬ 
ing  for  ministers  of  the  State  of  Vexmont.  I  mention  these  illustrations,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  discouraging  the  idea  of  another  conference,  hut  simply  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  it  ought  really  to  receive  sufficient  planning  to  be  distinctive  and 
creative,  or  else  it  would  be  hardly  worth  while  to  hold  one  more. 

■ ,/  •  i  1  i 1 ■ 

It  would  be  quite  possible  to  follow  Dr.  Speer’s  tentative  suggestion  of 
having  Buoh  a  gathering  in  connection  with  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Federal  Council’s 
Executive  Committee  in  Washington,  but  the  fact  that,  during  the  whole  first  week  of 
December  (on  two  days  of  which  the  Federal  Council’s  Executive  Cctunittee  will  be  meeting) 
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the  Eforth  American  Home  Missions  Congress,  whiah  has  been  in  preparation  for  two 
years,  will  be  in  session,  raises  the  question  as  to  whether  it  is  altogether  wise 
to  plan  an  additional  gathering  at  that  time. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  talk  with  you  personally  about  your  suggestion 
when  I  an  in  Chicago  from  October  17-19,  if  you  feel  that  it  would  be  worth  while  to 
explore  the  question  further.  Perhaps,  however,  your  own  thinking  may  have  taken 
definite  form  already,  so  that  you  may  have  some  suggestion  to  maks  in  correspondence, 
without  waiting  until  the  middle  of  October. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


SAKtHL  HO  CH3A  OATOH! 

Rev.  H.  Ray  Anderson  General  Secretary 

126  Tast  Ohestnut  Street 
Chicago,  Illinois 
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I  am  very  glad  to  have  H.  Hay  Anderson’s  letter  which  you  have 
sent  me,  together  with  your  reply.  The  question  which  Mr.  Anderson  raises 
seams  to  me  such  an  important  one  that,  before  I  reply,  I  should  greatly 
appreciate  the  opportunity  of  talking  with  you.  Are  you  to  be  in  town  this 
week  or  next?  If  so,  will  you  stggest  to  me  sane  time  when  you  would  be  free? 
If  you  are  to  be  here  on  Friday  of  this  week,  could  you  have  luncheon  with  me.?. 

Meanwhile,  perhaps  I  had  better  make  one  or  two  comments  which  are 
in  my  mind. 


If  Mr.  Anderson  has  in  mind  a  meeting  which  would  provide  some 
stimulating  and  inspiring  addresses  and  send  people  away  with  a  new  enthusiasm, 
I  should  have  sane  doubt  as  to  whether  it  would  be  productive  of  enough  real 
results  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  time,  energy  and  money  involved.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  meeting  were  to  bring  together  not  to  exceed  one  hundred 
vary  carefully  selected  younger  minifcters,  to  study  what  the  present  situation 
demands  and  to  try  to  propose  a  strategy  for  meeting  it,  I  should  think  that 
great  values  might  emerge. 

As  to  holding  the  meeting  in  Washington,  in  connection  with  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  3xecut ive  Gommittee  of  the  Federal  Council,  is  it  your 
thought  that  we  should  invite  these  younger  men  to  sit  with  the  members  of  the 
Bxecutive  Gommittee,  or  would  it  be  better  to  have  them  come  together  in  a 
separate  conference?  The  former  plan  would  seem  to  have  certain  advantages, 
but  might  it  not  have  the  effect  of  minimizing  the  officially  representative 
character  of  the  Executive  Committee's  meeting? 


Hoping  that  I  may  have  the  chance  of  talking  with  you  soon,  I  remain 


Dr.  Robert  3.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
Hew  York  City 


Always  cordially  yours. 


SffllEL  MO  CR3A  CAV3RT 
General  secretary 
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Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America 

P  U  J.X..IJO-I  T  Y  SERVICE  c  U 

Jasper  T.  Moses,  Director 
105  East  22d  St.,  New  York,  N.Y. 

SEP 

Friendly  Visitors  of  the  Federal  Counoil 
Received  by  the  Swiss  Churches  at  Zurich 

(Translated  from  the  Zurich  Zeltung  of  August  26) 


The  reception  of  the  American  Church  delegation  in  Zurich  by  the  Swiss 


Church  Conference  and  the  Zurich  Church  Council  was  a  significant  manifestation 
of  the  friendly  relations  between  American  and  Swiss  Protestants.,  The  initia¬ 
tive  which  the  great  American  Federal  Council  has  taken  sending  thirty  members 


to  Europe  to  study  the  position  of  the  Continental  Churches,  promises  much  for 
the  strengthening  of  our  common  Protestantism.  The  delegation  was  divided  in 
several  groups  in  order  to  fulfill  its  mission  in  different  countries. 

At  the  opening  session  the  president  of  the  Zurich  Church  Council, 

Dean  D.  Hercld,  addressed  his  guests  first  in  German  and  then  in  English.  He 
recalled  the  splendid  reception  accorded  the  Rev.  Adolf  Keller  as  a  delegate 
from  Switzerland,  among  the  church  circles  of  America.  He  brought  back  with 
him  a  valuable  library,  a  gift  from  America  and  also  two  scholarships  for 
Swiss  students  who  were  to  come  to  America  to  study. 

"Therefore"  said  the  chairman,  "it  is  a  great  privilege  for  us  to 
greet  our  American  guests.  During  the  time  of  the  Reformation  our  country  was 
a  refuge  for  religious  fugitives!  later,  America  took  our  place.  This  friend¬ 
ship  is  also  a  symbol  of  the  unity  of  our  churches.  This  is  the  watch-word  of 
the  hour.  America  with  its  Federal  Council  has  made  a  splendid  beginning.  In 
Switzerland,  also,  one  finds  similar  signs.  It  was  noteworthy  to  see  the  re¬ 
cent  conference  in  Geneva  at  which  almost  all  of  the  churches  of  the  old  and 
the  new  world,  of  the  Orient  and  the  Occident  were  represented  and  dealt  one 
with  the  other  in  brotherly  spirit.  This  leads  us  to  hope  for  a  still  closer 
union.  On  the  ruins  which  the  world  presents  today  it  is  necessary  for  Chris¬ 
tians  to  rally  together  in  order  to  unite  in  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  belief 
and  the  love  of  God  so  as  to  build  a  new  world." 

The  Rev.  William  P.  Merrill  of  New  York,  replied  on  behalf  of  the 
American  visitors.  He  was  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  speak  German  and  had  to  use 
an  interpreter.  In  a  simple  but  concise  way  he  revealed  the  motives  of  the 
visitors  at  the  conferences  It  is  necessarj  to  hold  the  world  together  against 
the  forces  of  evil.  Therefore  must  the  Christian  churches  and  Christian  people 
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ba  leaders.  They  must  see  in  this  their  mission  from  above.  The  best  way 
to  reconciliation  is  to  learn  to  know  one’s  self.  Therefore  this  visit  must 
only  be  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  visits  from  both  sides.  Just  as  the  soul 
keeps  the  body  together  so  must  Christianity  work  as  the  soul  of  the  world, 
and  it  can  do  so  only  when  it  becomes  filled  with  the  spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 

With  deep  interest  the  audience  heard  the  address  on  "America  and  In¬ 
ternational  Responsibility."  The  subject  ms  treated  by  the  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Macfarland,  who  is  the  secretary  of  the  Federal  Council  and  plays  an  important 
role  in  American  Protestantism.  At  first  he  referred  to  the  political  situa¬ 
tion.  He  said  that  in  Europe  many  were  discouraged  about  the  American  atti¬ 
tude,  and  asked  "Where  is  the  America  that  so  nobly  entered  the  war  and  in  its 

declaration  held  up  such  high  ideals?" 

Dr.  Macfarland  admitted  that  reaction  took  the  place  of  the  first  great 
moral  uplift.  Before  the  war  America  was  isolated.  It  was  not  concerned  about 
Europe  and  did  not  know  it.  The  Christian  people  over  there  did  not  know  each 
other.  "We  lived  in  quite  an  isolated  spiritual  world"  he  said,  "and  we  were 
not  quite  free  from  Pharisaism,  but  from  now  on  everything  must  be  changed." 

This  was  also  manifest  in  the  present  Conference.  One  must  remember  not  to 
confuse  the  American  people  with  its  political  representatives.  This  distinc¬ 
tion  must  also  be  made  in  Europe.  But  as  in  the  years  of  1915  and  1916  when 
many  Americans  were  indifferent  to  the  tragedy  of  the  war,  so  is  it  also  today. 
The  churches  do  not  participate  in  international  obligations.  Notwithstanding 
that,  clergymen  and  church  leaders,  who  otherwise  are  hardly  concerned  in  pol¬ 
itics,  have  found  in  the  League  of  Nations  a  new  world  program  and  a  new  solu¬ 
tion  for  many  difficulties.  The  Federal  Council  and  many  Protestant  organiza¬ 
tions  have  declared  themselves  for  the  League  of  Nations. 

"Those  of  us  who  are  counted  as  internationalists  are  sometimes  charged 
by  our  little  political  leaders  with  want  of  patriotism.  We  are  accused  of 
neglecting  our  homes  for  the  sake  of  other  people’s  homes.  Our  President  and 
those  who  have  upheld  him  in  his  ideals  are  charged  with  all  kinds  of  irration¬ 
alities.  They  do  not  understand  us.  We  want  our  America  to  be  great,  we  want 
•  it  to  be  economically  prosperous,  but  we  do  not  want  to  buy  that  prosperity  at 
the  expense  of  the  commercially  depleted  nations  of  Europe.  We  want  our  nation 
to  be  politically  great,  but  unsoiled  by  exploitation.  We  simply  want  our 
nation  to  have  that  moral  greatness  exemplified  by  Jesus  when  he  said:  'He 
that  is  greatest  among  you  is  he  that  is  your  servant.'  To  be  perfectly  frank 
with  you,  we  see  little  hope  from  our  diplomats  and  we  see  little  hope  also 
from  your  diplomats.  We  have  relatively  little  faith  in  our  commercial  lead¬ 
ers  and  we  find,  also,  that  you  are  not  without  your  profiteers  and  your 
exploiters. 

"We  have  ceased  to  put  our  trust  in  the  horses  and  chariots  of  war, 
whether  it  be  in  America  or  in  Europe. 
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"Tie  feel,  and  we  feel  profoundly,  that  the  hope  of  the  world  is  to  bring 
the  moral  iorces  in  each  nation  together.  We  use  this  word  in  its  deepest 
sense  We  do  not  mean  simply  the  contact  of  our  intellectual  f°roe®* 

not  mean  simply  the  ententes  of  literature  and  art.  We  do  not  put  too  much 

“fin the proficiency  of  political  and  diplomatic  courtesies.  We  are  not 
a^en  ready  to  rest  our  case  with  the  League  of  Nations  for  it  depends  on  who 
represents  us  in  its  councils. 

"We  hope  with  you,  to  put  cur  trust  in  those  spiritual  forces  resi- 

til  ta’te  IS  ahoy.  good  and  soil  and.  if  ..  did  not  »«. 

that  in  this  war,  then  what  have  we  settled! 

"We  are  here  in  your  midst  hoping  and  praying  that  we  may  bring  these 

o,  dSr k 

chess . 

"We  +rust  and  pray  that  thus  we  may  discover  to  ourselves  our  inherent 

We  -ruat  p  y  Qur  nations  may  not  rest  on  the 

SSISuXr Tof. conoid Sten.sts  J  id,  doubtful  principles  of  political 
ind  «pSatic  organisation,  but  on  foundations  of  spiritual  po.sr, 

"Tho  Leagu.  of  Nations  today  is  littls  more  than  a  form  Indeed,  «, 

^r^aTLirir^^  p-f-d  £3*  ”ot 

the  churches  of  our  nations  the  main  duty  of  giving  to  it  that  sp 
-But  .e  ar,  hero,  also, 

«e  »«t  that  yen  should  teach  it  t,  us  «ho 
have  not  had  that  deep  refining  experience. 

„Tfit  me  assure  you  that  the  heart  of  our  people  is  right.  All  they 

need  is  udders", anding  .  no.,  ho.  shall  -e  J-  “o TL’SZ 

itual  force,  of  continental  Europ.  Great  Britain  „  preach  them 

ences  and  visitations  are  bu.  helps.  7  chur- 

in  the  spirit  of  cnr  Divine  Lord  and  Master.  H*  to^lool^  ^  ^ 

&r.rs2£?s  s:  =:  y ~  r«„d“" Hls 

■His  Cross  has  teen  he ““tS 
IZtrtlnXl  «U  the  nations  « 

oZ:r:.^ *■  - 

perfect  love  which  casts  out  all  fear. 

The  address  made  a  profound  impression.  Bishop  Nuels on  thanked  Dr. 
Macfarland  and  all  the  del •££■:  ^  Pointed  F.  P. 

Sn”  i?1ew°Yor0k.  Secretary  of' the  Noreign  Missions  Conference  of  North 
America,  and  by  Mr.  Liechti  of  Zurich. 


Conference  of  Interboard  Agencies 
December  15 ,  1S20 


I.  HOME  MISSIOflS  COUI  OIL 

Thompson,  Rev.  Charles  L.,  15  6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  'Y. 
•/Anthony,  Dev.  Alfred  Williams,  la  6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
•^Burton,  Rev.  Charles  L. ,  287  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  I..  Y, 
•AWhite,  Rev.  Charles  L.,  25  hast  26th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Demarest,  V.illi&m  T . ,  25  East  22d  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Keeler,  Rev.  Ralph  Welles,  111  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Marquis,  Rev.  Jolm  A.,  15  6  Fifth  avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


II.  COUNCIL  OF  WOMEN  FOR  HCME  MISSIONS 

✓  Woodruff,  Mrs.  May  Leonard,  Allendale,  N.  J. 
w'-'Wilcox,  Mrs.  F.  W. ,  287  Fourth  Avenue,  Hew  York,  N.  Y. 

Judd,  Mrs.  Orrin  R.,  42  Hart  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

✓  „uinlan.  Miss  Florence  L.,  lo6  Fifth  avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
-Bennett,  Mrs.  F.  S.,  149  Dwight  Place,  Englewood,  N.  J. 

(Pollen,  Mrs.  Jolm  5*,  25  East  22d.  Street,  New  York,  E.  Y. 


III.  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COUNCIL  OF  EVANGELICAL  DENOMINATIONS 

^  Faris,  Rev.  John  T.,  Witherspoon  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

V  ■v'Webb,  Rev.  George  T.,  99  Lundas  Street,  East,  Toronto,  Canada 
•'Weston,  Sidney  A.,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

"? Lawrance,  Marion,  5  South  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 

✓  Pearce,  W.  C.,  1516  Mailers  Building,  Chicago,  Ill. 

(alternate  to  Mr.  Lawrance) 

/Hicks,  Hairy  Wade,  257  Metropolitan  Tower,  1  Madison  Avenue,  New-  York,  N.Y. 


IV.  REORGANISATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  INTER  CHURCH  WORLD  MOVEMENT 

✓  Nicholson,  Bishop  Thomas,  08  East  Washington  Street,  Chic  agp ,  Ill. 

Anuerson,  Rev.  W.  B.,  200  North  loth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
v'Lay,  Rev.  William  Horace,  United  Congregational  Church,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
/Speers,  James  M.,  c:o  James  McCutcheon  and  Co.,  Fifth  Avenue  and  34th  Street, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mohorter,  Rev.  James  H.,  29 bo  Euclid  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Morris,  Rev.  S.  L.,  1522  Hurt  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
yAApple,  Rev,  J.  H.,  loth  and  Race  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


V.  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCH  BOJiLS  OF  ELUCATi ON 


Harris,  Rev.  A.  W. ,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  hew  iork,  a.  i. 

Kelly,  Rev.  Robert  L.,  16o  Fif tn  avenue.  New  xort,  N.  Y. 
padelford,  Lev.  Frank  W.,  276  Fifth  ..venue.  New  York,  Y. 
4f a,  Micou,  Rev.  Paul,  289  Fourth  avenue.  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Hill,  Rev.  Rdgar  P.  nill,  556  fifth  Avenue,  NHw  York,  N.Y. 
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VI.  FEDERATION  OF  WOMAN'S  SOARES  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  CP  NORTH  AMERICA 

» Boyd,  Mrs.  William,  1520  Spruce  Street,  phi lac elphia,  Fa. 

/  Hal li clay,  Miss  Vernon,  25  Madison  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Knox,  Mrs.  DeWitt,  1748  Broadway,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Peabody,  Mrs.  ilenry  V.,  Beverley,  Mass. 

/  Cronk,  Mrs.  E.  0.,  45  Vest  18th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
y  Hodge ,  Miss  Margaret,  356  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  n.  Y. 

✓  S*uuJU,  iWk-rtf?.-. 


VII.  FOE  id  GN  MISSIONS  CONFERENCE  OF  NORTH  AILLICA 

^ila/  As 

J  Turner,  Pennell  P.,  25  Mauison  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


cfc, 

£rv , 


VIII.  FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 

North,  Lev.  Frank  Mason,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  Lew  York,  N.  Y. 
v'Macfarland,  Rev.  Charles  S.,  105  East  22d  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

^Speer,  Lr.  .Robert  E.,  lt>6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(<Lawson,  Rev.  Albert  G.,  2041  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

lisLow  ul  1 ,  Bi  u  hop  V 1 II  i ir  F-r-,-  ItrSfr-  -  18  th  0'frrc rr  t ,  — V.asbi  Ngt  on;-fc^-e . 
Stevenson,  President  J.  Ross,  Princ6ton  Theological  Seminary,  ■‘•rinceton,  N.  .1 . 
vk'Knubel,  Rev.  Frederick  H.,  457  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  H.  Y. 

X  ,  Ro-veft 

as  consultative  representatives 


V  Aitchison,  Rev.  John  Y.,  276  Fifth  avenue.  New  York,  N.  Y. 

•/  Sears,  Rov.  Charles  H.,  New  York  City  Baptist  Mission  Society,  2/6  lifth 

Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

V  Meyer,  Rev.  Henry  H.,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

V  Grose,  Rev.  Howard  B.,  Baptist  Board  of  promotion,  276  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 
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I  <\1»-  r 

Statement  showing  how  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churcb|es 
of  Christ  in  America  has  studied  the  needs  of  Protestant  Francej, 
and  how  it  has  acted  on  the  demands  thus  revealed. 


SECRET  A  RIES 


1.  Statement  of  American  Protestant  Aims. 

2.  Description  of  Devastation  and  other  losses. 

3.  Emergency  and  reparation  needs. 

4.  Programs  of  French  agencies,  as  transmitted. 

5.  Effort  of  Federal  Council  during  and  since  the  war. 

6.  Report  of  its  committee  on  Plans  and  Budget,  giving 
minimum  program,  covering  imperative  needs  which 
can  be  met  through  the  Federal  Council. 

7.  Work  and  programs  of  American  denominational  Agencies. 


Summary  of  further  activities,  the  support  of  which  may  be 
apportioned  among  American  denominational  agencies,  and  which  can 
be  intrusted  to  the  French  Protestant  Federation  to  carry  on. 


8.  Nature  of  complete  proposal,  with  a  comparison  of 
its  scope  and  cost. 


I.  Statement  of  American  Protestant  Aims 

The  Protestant  Churches  of  France  and  Belgium  have  had  much  in  common 
with  the  Churches  of  America,  in  origin,  history,  faith  and  sentiment.  The 
Huguenots  of  France,  largely  through  earlier  persecution,  have  been  distinguished 
among  the  planters  of  Protestant  Religion  in  both  Europe  and  America  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  It  was  in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature  that  they 
should,  in  1915,  in  their  dire  need,  look  across  the  sea  to  their  brothers  and  • 
sisters  in  faith  for  financial  and  moral  support. 

The  Protestant  Churches  of  France  and  Belgium  now  face  the  great  tasks 
and  opportunities  of  reconstruction.  They  do  it  with  diminished  ranks  and  re¬ 
sources,  but  with  the  same  couf-age  and  resolution  that  they ‘displayed  in  main¬ 
taining  their  life  and  in  giving  heart  and  soul  to  their  nation  during  the  war. 

In  this  service  with  a  view  of  strengthening  and  supplementing  the 
forces  already  in  those  countries,  the  American  denominations  having  work  or 
related  work  in  France  and  Belgium  propose  to  participate j  namely  the  Presby¬ 
terian,  Reformed,  Lutheran,  Methodist  Episcopal,  and  Baptist,  with  such  other 
denominations  as  may  desire  to  unite  in  this  duty  and  privilege.  '  4. 

In  order  that  this  great  ecumenical  undertaking  may  be  broadly  Christian, 
The  Federal  Council  has  appointed  a  "Commission  on  Relations  with  France  and 
Belgium"  in  which  all  participating  denominations  may  have  a  common  interest, 
work  in  consultation  and  cooperation,  and  insure  results  effective  to  ihe  high¬ 
est  degree. 

II.  Description  of  Devastation  and  other  losses. 

In  all  the  devastated  regions  of  France  and  Belgium  there  are  Protestant 
communities.  The  German  invasion  literally  martyred  them. 

Of  the  450  pastors  thus  mobilized,  there  were  in  1918,  114  serving  as 
chaplains,  the  remainder  being  in  the  ranks.  261  were  decorated  for  conspicuous 
valor.  75  French  and  88  Belgian  pastors  were  in  the  invaded  and  bombarded  re¬ 
gions,  Nearly  100  pastors  and  theological  students  were  killed,  as  well  as  more 
than  150  sons  of  pastors  and  missionaries. 
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III.  Emergency  and  reparation  needs. 

The  sum  required  (at  pre-war  prices)  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
churches  was  estimated  at  more  than  frs.  4,500,000,  and  for  furniture  of  both 
churches  and  manses  frs.  475,000.  The  actual  cost  of  the  materials  cannot  be 
given  exactly,  in  many  cases  it  has  quadrupled.  An  immediate  need  is  for  semi¬ 
portable  halls,  which  can  take  the  place  of  churches  and  stations  until  they 
are  rebuilt  or  replaced.  For  it  must  be  remembered  that  dwelling  houses  have 
to  be  built  to  accommodate  the  population  before  the  church  can  be  started. 

IV.  Programs  of  French  Agencies,  as  transmitted. 

The  French  Protestant  Federation,  through  its  French  and  Belgian  United 
Committee,  was  asked  by  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
to  furnish  the  programs  of  its  constituent  bodies,  in  order  that  proper  measures 
of  relief  might  be  taken. 

A  most  stimulating  group  of  statements  has  been  furnished,  together  with 
a  budget  showing  the  immediate  needs. 

V.  History  of  the  Effort  of  the  Federal  Council  during  and  since  the  ®ar. 

It  sent  deputations  to  France.  It  carried  on  important  publicity  work, 
and  secured  funds  partly  from  the  denominational  committees  and  partly  from  in¬ 
dividual  subscriptions.  At  this  time  Mrs.  Louise  Seymour  Houghton  compiled  the 
Handbook  of  French  and  Belgian  Protestantism  which  gave  to  thousands  of  minis¬ 
ters  the  information  needed  to  inspire  their  people. 

The  present  Committee  on  Relations  with  France  and  Belgium  consists  of 
duly  appointed  representatives  of  the  following  denominational  bodies  charged 
with  work  in  relation  to  these  two  nations,  to  which  has  been  added  the  American 

Bible  Society. 

American  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society 

National  Lutheran  Council 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Board  of  Missions,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 

General  War  Work  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.S.  (South) 

The  General  Assembly’s  Committee  to  Administer  the  Fund  for 
the  Aid  of  Protestant  Churches  in  Europe  (Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.S. A. ) 

The  Committee  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  on  Work  in 
France  and  Belgium 

Reformed  Church  in  America 

The  National  Service  Commission  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.S. 

It  has  been  proposed  that  for  the  current  year,  from  October  1,  1919, 
to  October  1,  1920,  the  sum  of  $1  ,000,000  be  requested  from  the  denominational 
bodies  for  the  general  work  in  addition  to  what  any  of  them  may  be  doing  direct¬ 
ly.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  following  action: 

"It  was  voted:  That  the  various  denominations  of  the  Protestant  Churches 
of  the  United  States,  through  their  proper  agencies,  be  asked  to  report 
to  this  Commission  the  amounts  now  available  and  those  expected  to  be 
collected  during  the  ensuing  year  for  work  in  France  and  Belgium,  the 
exact  sums  already  designated  for  specific  objects  and  what  amounts  can 


-3- 


be  administered  on  a  cooperative  basis  through  the  interdenominational 
Committee  on  f:rk  in  France  and  Belgium  of  this  Commission,  in  which  all 
cooperating  denominations  shall  be  adequately  represented,  along  the 
lines  indicated  by  the  published  budget  of  the  Campaign." 

The  Comite  d’Protestante  pour  les  Secours  de  Guerre  en  France  et  en 
Belgique,  like  our  own  original  Committee  for  Christian  Relief  in  France  and 
Belgium,  was  organized  as  a  war  emergency  committee  appointed  by  the  French 
Protestant  Federation. 

VI.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Plans  and  Budget. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Committee  on  Plans  and  Budget  were  presented  to 
the  Committee  on  Work  on  Dec.  16,  1919,  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  William  Sloane 
Coffin,  who  made  a  report  summarized  as  follows: 


1. 

Repair  of  churches 

$200,000.00 

2. 

Foreign  Missions 

150,000.00 

3. 

Development  of  new  work  in  France 

100,000.00 

4. 

Training  institutes 

50,000.00 

5. 

Publications 

75,000.00 

6. 

Protestant  schools 

50,000.00 

7. 

Montpellier  Theological  Seminary 

20,000.00 

8. 

French  Protestant  hospitals 

100,000.00 

9. 

Completion  of  Coligny  Sanatorium 

15,000.00 

10. 

Asylums 

15,000.00 

$775,000.00 

11. 

The  McAll  Association 

$200,000.00 

Work 

and  programs  of  American  denominational  Agencies. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  the  work  done  directly  by  American  Denomina¬ 
tional  agencies  in  France  and  Belgium.  This  is  partly  independent  of  French 
agencies,  and  partly  in  connection  with  them. 

As  stated  above  the  M.E.  Church  (South)  confines  its  work  to  Belgium, 
the  outstanding  features  of  its  plays  are  a  new  orphanage  at  Brussels,  a  build¬ 
ing  which  shall  be  the  Protestant  headquarters  for  Belgium,  and  important  relief 
work  at  Ypres,  as  well  as  at  other  centres. 

The  National  Lutheran  Council  is  now  working  on  the  budget  for  an  appeal 
to  American  Lutherans,  so  as  to  carry  out  a  definite  program  of  work  in  France. 
This  will  take  the  form  of  substantial  aid  to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  France, 
(including  Alsace-Lorraine.) 

The  Reformed  church  in  the  D.S.  has  undertaken  to  restore  the  Church  at 
Chateau  Thierry,  at  a  cost  of  about  $40,000. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  already  done  substantial  work  along 
very  practical  lines.  It  has  carried  on  immediate  relief  in  the  devastated 
regions,  and  established  an  orphanage  and  agricultural  school.  It  expects  to 
undertake  direct  evangelistic  work  in  fields  not  occupied  by  French  churches. 

The  Baptist  Church  acts  through  and  with  the  two  French  Baptist  Unions, 
in  a  very  effective  way.  Its  methods  are  largely  evangelistic. 
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VIII.  Nature  of  complete  proposal,  with  a  comparison  of  its  scope  and  cost. 

The  sums  apportioned  by  the  Committee  on  Plans  and  Budget  are  most 
carefully  adjusted  to  meet  the  actual  needs  as  indicated  in  the  memorandum  re¬ 
ceived  from  France.  It  is  however  evident  that  the  French  askings  were  ex¬ 
tremely  moderate,  and  that  they  did  not  include  many  things  which  are  really 
needed,  but  which  are  not  absolutely  essential.  A  careful  analysis  reveals 
some  most  important  additions.  These  are  as  follows: 

1.  Equalizing  of  Pastoral  support. 

2.  Colportage  and  itinerant  evangelism. 

3.  Greater  stimulation  of  Christian  literature  and  publicity, 

4.  One  or  more  Protestant  colleges, 

5.  Exchange  of  students,  preachers  and  professors. 

6.  Scholarships  of  all  kinds  in  schools,  colleges  and  at  theological 
schools  and  training  institutes. 

7.  Community  work  for  men  and  women. 

8.  Definite  social  material  and  spiritual  work  for 

children. 

Disregarding  therefore  the  instrumentality  by  which  a  larger  program 
is  to  be  carried  out,  a  complete  proposal  has  been  drafted  which  includes  all 
the  elements  of  the  French  and  present  American  scheme  as  indicated  in  Sec.  6. 

In  addition,  it  adds  other  needed  items  of  relief  and  GREATLY  STRENGTHENS  THE 
PROGRAM  OF  EXTENSION.  It  is  subject  to  revision  from  two  directions.  We  may 
not  he  ready  to  suggest  as  large  a  united  proposal  for  various  reasons,  and 
in  some  respects  the  French  Committee  may  not  find  it  advisable  to  proceed  ex¬ 
actly  along  all  the  lines  indicated.  If,  however,  we  can  be  ready  to  underwrite 
such  an  undertaking,  we  ought  to  determine  that  fact,  and  then  make  our  willing¬ 
ness  known  to  our  French  brethren,  accepting  their  judgment  as  to  the  wisdom 
and  feasibility  of  the  plan  in  detail. 

There  should  be  no  great  difficulty  in  bringing  our  American  denomin¬ 
ational  efforts  within  this  program,  and  its  adoption  will  assure  united  ac¬ 
tion  along  lines  cf  education,  training,  Christian  literature,  etc.,  which 
will  stimulate  a  closer  bond  between  the  Protestant  denominations  of  France. 

Let  us  guard  against  doing  anything  which  will  hinder  united  effective  action 
wherever  possible.  As  stated  by  the  President  of  the  Federal  Council,  Dr.  Frank 
Mason  North! 

"Whatever  may  be  the  sense  of  obligation  of  any  of  the  American  or¬ 
ganizations  having  work  in  France  to  the  development  of  its  special  pro¬ 
gram  it  is  clear  that  all  the  churches  of  America  should  most  heartily 
and  generously  unite  in  the  task  of  sending  through  a  common  channel 
resources  for  relief  and  restoration.  These  are  the  compelling  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  United  Committee  in  France  or  any  agency  which  the  Federal 
Council  there  may  set  up  and  which  the  Federal  Council  in  America  may 
recognize.  The  appeal  for  the  sum  which  the  representative  committee 
that  has  been  formed  may  declare  to  be  necessary  will,  I  am  confident, 
find  the  American  Churches  eager,  prompt,  generous." 

For  purposes  of  convenience  these  figures  have  been  tabulated,  follow¬ 
ing  the  main  headings: 

1.  Reparation. 

2.  Evangelization. 


3.  Christian  literature. 

4.  Education. 

5.  Social  work. 

6.  Administration  (perhaps  use  word  co-operation)  and  emergency  fund. 

The  French  askings  appear  in  column  1,  figuring  the  pre-war  value  of 
the  franc  (5  frs=$1.00).  Even  this  does  not  fully  cover  the  enormous  increase 
in  the  cost  of  materials.  Column  2  repeats  the  sum  recommended  by  the  Federal 
Council  Committee  on  Work  in  response  to  the  specific  indications  in  column  1. 

Column  3  contains  the  complete  proposal.  This  includes  the  new  features 
indicated  above,  all  of  v/hich  have  been  scrutinized  from  the  French  point  of 
view.  Column  4  indicates  the  difference  between  the  figures  in  column  3  and  2, 
which  is  the  excess  of  the  complete  proposal  over  the  findings  of  the  Committee 

on  Work. 
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One  year  Budgets 
Present 

French  Provision  of 

Askings  Fed.  Council  Complete 

(frs . 5 .=$1 .00)  Com.  on  Work  Proposal 


I  Reparation 


1.  Repair  of  Churches 
and  Equipment 

$380,000 

$200,000 

$300,000 

2.  Relief  to  families 

(40,000) 

250,000 

3.  Pastors  Sal.  Equalized 

II  Evangelization 

1 .  New  work  in  Prance 

200 , 000 

SS  15,000 

Outstations  &  SS. 

(  76,000) 

260,000 

Home  Missions 

260,000 

100,000 

100,000 

Colportage  etc. 

(  25,000) 

100,000 

2.  Foreign  Missions  ) 
Evang.&  Educ.etc.) 

100,000 

160,000 

200,000 

III  Christian  Literature 


l.  BiDies,  pmnxmg; 
and  display  ) 

50,000 

75,000 

175,000) 

2.  Tracts  and  ) 

) 

Religious  Press  ) 

120,000) 

3.  Religious  adver.) 

in  daily  press) 

60,000 

IV  Education 

1.  Protestant  Second. 

Schools 

60,000 

50,000 

50,000 

Colleges 

150,000 

2.  Training  Institutes 

20,000 

50,000 

50,000 

3.  Theological  Sem. 

30,000 

20,000 

50,000 

4.  Exch.  Students  ) 

Prof.  &  Preachers) 

50,000 

5.  Scholarships  in  1-2' 

-3 

60,000 

V  Social  &  Philanthropic 

Work 

1.  Men’s  work 

80,000 

2.'  Community  &  women’s 

120,000) 

3.  Nursing  &  training 

(  10,000) 

) 

of  deaconesses 

4.  Children  &  young  people) 

Vacation  Colonies 

) 

(  50,000) 

200,000 

5.  Hospitals 

120,000 

100,000) 

Coligny  Sanitarium 

40,000 

15,000) 

140,000 

Asylums 

30,000 

15,000) 

VI  Administration  etc. 

Headquarters  ) 

Emergency  fund  for) 

100,000 

use  as  required  ) 

T 

,090,000 

775,000 

2,830,000 

from  MoAll  Association 


(200.PQQ) 

975,000 


Supplement 
defined  as 
"Completed 

Relief  and 

Extension" 


$100,000 

210,000 

200,000 


15,000 

185,000 

75,000 

50,000 


220,000 


60,000 


150,000 

30,000 

50,000 

60,000 


80,000 

110,000 


150,000 

10,000 


100,000 


1,855,000 


”  RESOHJTIOHS  RECEKTLY  ADOPTED  BY  THE  FEDERAL  COOTCIL  OF  CHORCid 

I^S1 


"  Having  been  appointed  by  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  o 
Christ  in  America  to  prepare  a  statement  in  regard  to  America's  relation  to 
the  problem  of  establishing  peace  in  the  Hear  East  and  particularly  in  Regard 
to  the  continuation  of  the  Sultan  in  Constantinople  as  the  ruler  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  we  beg  your  careful  consideration  of  tho  following  points, 
in  stating  which,  we  believe  that  we  are  voicing  the  sentiments  of  the  large 
majority  of  the  religious  foroes  of  America i 


"  First  -  That  the  purpose  which  led  Amorics  into  the  wer  was  not 
fulfilled  with  the  oessatioh  of  hostilities.  Germany  has  been  defeated  but 
autocratic  militarism  still  lives  and  is  even  now  manifesting  itself  In  its 
worst  form  in  the  former  Turkish  Empire,  whloh  has  been  well  called  the  breeding 
piece  of  atrocities  and  wars, 

"  Second  -  That  there  is  a  growing  impatience  emonnting  to  indignation 
over  the  failure  of  the  Administration  snd  of  Congress  to  concur  in  snooting 
such  legislation  as  will  enable  America  to  help  the  allied  nations  to  escape 
from  the  political  entanglements  of  the  past  and  to  solve  the  near  eastern 
problem  according  to  the  principlea  of  right  and  justice  for  the  exteblishment 
of  which  we  entered  the  war. 

"  Third  -  That  this  impatience  is  coupled  with  the  sense  of  humiliation 
that  America  by  her  delay,  is  losing  her  prestige  among  the  nations  and  the 
acknowledged  moral  leadership  whioh  has  been  accorded  her  by  the  peoples  of  the 
world  and  that  she  is  being  accused  of  self-interest  and  bsd  faith. 

"  Fourth  -  That  it  is  well  nigh,  if  not  actually,  impossible  for 
Great  Britain  and  France  to  meet  their  present  responsibilities,  whioh  oannot 
be  avoided,  and  much  more  to  assume  new  ones,  with  America's  aid, 

"  Fith  -  That  cable  dispatches  from  Lord  Bryce  and  other  British 
leaders  interested  in  the  Christian  peoples  of  the  Hear  East  declare  that 
"Unless  America  joins  to  help  bear  the  burdens,  we  see  no  hope  of  delivering 
the  subject  raoes  of  Turkey. 

"  Sixth  -  That  the  King-Crane,  the  Harbord,  the  Hear  East  Relief 
and  other  commissions,  jcubllc  and  private,  as  well  ec  a  large  number  of 
Americans  in  the  Eecr  East,  all  agree  that  A.merioe  alone  is  in  a  position  to  do, 
with  comparative  ease,  what  ought  to  be  done  in  that  country  for  its  pacification, 
for  tho  protection  of  the  people  there,  and  for  the  setting  up  of  a  safe  and 
righteous  government ; 

"That  many  leaders  in  other  countries  are  of  the  some  opinion,  which 
is  also  confirmed  by  practically  all  the  nationalities  dwelling  in  those  areas: 

"That  from  ell  these  different  sources  there  is  general  agreement  that 
if  A.merioa  refuses  to  come  to  the  relief  of  the  situation,  the  Turk  will  oontinue 
to  practice  officially  from  that  city,  their  characteristically  unjust  adminis¬ 
tration  and  perpetrate  their  customary  atrocities  upon  their  defenseless  subjects 
whereever  their  rule  shall  extend; 
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"  HESOUJTIQRS  EFCTTTiiY  ADOPTED  BY  THE  FEEERAL  COUHCIL  OF  CHUBCHES  OF  AHERIQA," 


"We  therefore  sppeel  to  the  government  at  Washington  to  recognise 
America's  peculiar  opportunity  and  obligation  to  help  in  the  solution  of 
this  problem  because  she,  better  than  any  other  nation,  can  take  up  its 
considerations  and  with  nothing  to  gein  for  herself,  without  srousing 
suspicion  in  others,  and  in  answer  to  the  practically  unanimous  oall  of 
all  the  nations  concerned,  especially  those  smaller  nations  thst  are  now 
awaiting  to  a  desire  for  national  independence. 

"In  particular  we  urge  that  the  weight  of  America's  influence  be 
thrown  on  the  side  of  t  definite  and  final  decision  that  the  Turk  should 
be  exoluded  from  Europe  and  denied  control  over  the  subject  peoples  which 
ho  has  so  long  and  so  brutally  oppressed  and  maltreated, 

"We  believe  that  we  express  the  opinion  of  the  large  majority  of  those 
whom  me  represent  when  wo  say  that  the  Christian  people  of  our  country,  while 
not  coveting  for  America  the  re  sonsibility  of  an  advisory  or  mandatory 
position,  feel  that  she  should  not  shrink  from  declaring  her  willingness  to 
take  such  an  advisory  or  mandatory  responsibility  if  the  allied  nations  snd 
the  peoples  cf  the  Esst  should  make  strong  representation  that  by  doing  so 
eh®  could  effectively  aid  them  in  bringing  order  out  of  the  chaotic  conditions 
that  now  exist." 


ihe  £31,  Charles  S.  KcV&rlaad,  D.P. 
205  Bast  22mi  street 
Hew  York,  a.  I. 


August  5,  1929 
Biotated  if”.  I  1; 


filing  r>pf*r. 


By  dear  Br.  1  cS'arl&ndt 

:  have  real  'Jhiirai  Bobi^son’s  ooinwianication  of  My  SSth. 
i  doubt  whether  you  will  k-^iire  any  progress  in  a  letter  oontrove  ay  with 
him  and  hie  group.  .1 y  disposition  would  he  to  make  a  brief  but  ade-.'mte 
s-tataaeuv  >Z  fact  anl  a  brief  but  adequate  state  .■.«:<it  of  opinion  ua  to 
his  loiter  and  what  it  represents,  and  stop.  I  imagine  that  he  and  his 
institute  nr®  perhaps  sufficiently  unhappy  over  the  latest  development* 

I  return  the  postal  card  contained  in  you r  letter  iruioat- 
in s  that  only  ona  of  the  days  you  mentioned  will  be  a  possibility  for 
an  as  I  have  to  be  aw«y  at  Bible  conferences  in  the  South  the  rest  of 
tue  time  you  indicate. 


KSb/4 


Very  cordially  yours. 


Jb  ^  }h  a.  tA&Ajbcu*J$ 

Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

(incorporated) 


Northern  Baptist  Convention  Evangelical  Church 

National  Baptist  Convention  Evangelical  Synod  of  N.  A. 

Free  Baptist  Churches  *  Friends 

Christian  Church  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

Churches  $f  God  in  N.  A.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 

(General  Eldership)  African  M.  E.  Church 

Congregational  yCtartdheO  r  African  M.  E.  Zion  Church 

Disciples  of  Christ-  Colored  M.  E.  Church  in  America 


Methodist  Protestant  Church 
Moravian  Church 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  (South) 
Primitive  Methodist  Church 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
National  Council  of  the  ( Cooperating  Agency ) 


Reformed  Church  in  America 
Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 
Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Churches 
United  Brethren  Church 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
United  Lutheran  Church 
( Consultative  Body ) 


NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES 

Cable  Address:  Fedcil 


TIESjBJJttDING, 


105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Telephone:  Gramercy  3475 


OFFICE  OK  THU 
GENERAL  SECRETARIES 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


November  22 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  enclose  herewith  the  statement  ordered 
by  the  Committee  on  Function  and  Structure  which 
was  to  be  referred  to  a  sub-committee  consisting 
of  Dr.  Vilarnshuis,  Mr.  Milliken  and  yourself. 


I  suggest  that  each  member  of  the  sub¬ 
committee  send  his  reactions  to  me  for  the 
Committee  meeting  at  the  Chicago  Beach  Hotel 
on  Tuesday,  December  3,  at  2  p.m. 


Sincerely  yours , 

(Rev.)  Charles  S.  Macfarland 
General  Secretary 


CSM  AB 


CURRENT  MOVEMENTS  TOWARD  UNION 


Whatever  opinion  one  may  hold  as  to  the  wisdom  or  unwisdom  of  current  proposals 
for  the  union  of  various  groups  of  denominations,  the  fact  of  a  widespread  interest 
in  the  subject  is  beyond  question.  It  is  well  within  the  bounds  of  conservative  state¬ 
ment  to  say  that  there  has  never  before  been  a  time  when  so  many  plans  for  uniting 
separated  churches  were  being  put  forward,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Quite  apart  from 
the  general  ideal  of  a  reunion  of  all  Christendom,  as  set  forth  by  the  World  Conference 
on  Faith  and  Order,  there  are  many  concrete  and  immediate  proposals  for  specific  unions 
among  certain  definite  groups.  It  is  with  these  current  plans  which  are  now  being  given 
practical  consideration  by  official  agencies  of  several  denominations,  not  with  vague 
or  undefined  hopes  and  visions,  that  the  present  statement  is  concerned. 

I.  In  the  United  States 

Already  union  has  more  instances  of  completed  achievement  than  most  church  people 
are  aware  of.  The  process  has  begun,  naturally  enough,  within  the  circle  of  denomina¬ 
tions  which,  though  now  wholly  separate,  have  a  common  ancestry  and  family  kinship. 

The  United  Lutheran  Church,  to  take  a  conspicuous  example,  is  the  result  of  the  merger 
of  three  Lutheran  bodies  in  1918.  The  Evangelical  Church  represents  the  union  of  two 
denominations  which,  though  springing  from  a  single  source,  had  been  entirely  apart 
until  1921.  The  consolidation  of  the  Free  Baptist  Churches  with  the  Northern  Baptist 
Convention  represents  a  third  family  merger,  and  one  of  longer  standing. 

Some  of  the  new  proposals  for  union  in  the  United  States  today  contemplate  a 
wider  inclusiveness  than  that  of  a  denominational  family.  The  emphasis,  however,  seems 
to  be  on  the  coming  together  of  those  bodies  whieh,  while  they  have  important  differences 
in  forms  of  organization  and  in  historical  background,  feel  themselves  to  have  very  much 
in  common  in  their  point  of  view  and  spiritual  outlook. 


(1. )  Congregati onal-Chri sti an 

The  plan  which  appears  to  be  nearest  to  final  consummation  and  which  has  the 
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unique  distinction  of  being  the  first  union  of  Churches  in  the  United  States 
crossing  major  denominational  lines,  provides  for  the  union  of  the  National 
Council  of  Congregational  Churches  and  the  General  Convention  of  the  Christian 
Church.  It  has  been  fully  ratified  by  both  bodies  within  the  present  year, 
by  the  Congregationalists  in  June,  by  the  Christians  in  October. 

The  form  of  union  is  federal,  in  that  not  all  functions  are  transferred  to  a 
central  body,  at  least  not  at  the  outset.  The  pension  boards  of  the  two 
groups,  for  example,  are  to  remain  independent  for  at  least  a  time,  due  in  part 
to  legal  considerations.  Each  individual  church,  moreover,  and  each  group  of 
churches  is  to  be  "free  to  retain  and  develop  its  own  form  of  expression." 
Discussions  of  union  have  also  taken  place  between  commissions  of  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  and  of  the  Christian  Churches  with  a  Commission  of  the  Universalist 
General  Convention.  At  presat,  however,  their  emphasis  is  on  closer  fellowship 
and  larger  comity  rather  than  upon  actual  union. 

( 2. )  Reformed-Evangelical  Synod  -  United  Brethren 

A  plan  of  union,  drafted  in  February  of  this  year,  designed  to  merge  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ  and  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America,  has  already  come  before  the 
highest  governing  body  of  each  of  the  three  denominations.  The  Plan  of  Union 
accepts  "the  doctrinal  standards  of  these  churches  as  in  substantial  agreement" 
and  sets  forth  a  simple  statement  of  faith  which  is  regarded  as  in  harmony 
with  those  doctrinal  standards. 

In  May,  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.S.  approved  the  proposal  and  provided 
for  the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  which  shall  have  authority  to  refer 
the  plan  to  the  several  Classes  for  their  consideration  ,if  deemed  advisable, 
and  also  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  for  further  action. 

In  October,  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  North  America  gave  full  approval  and 
authorized  its  general  officers  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  city  with  possible  assemblies 
of  the  other  two  bodies.  The  General  Conference  of  the  United  Brethren,  while 
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expressing  sympathy  with  the  proposal  in  principle,  deferred  definite  action, 
on  the  ground  that  more  time  should  be  taken  to  acquaint  the  rank  and  file 
with  the  plan.  A  special  commission,  however,  was  created  to  give  continued 
consideration  to  the  project,  and  was  given  authority  to  convene  an  extra 
session  of  the  General  Conference  if  the  time  should  be  deemed  ripe  for  further 
action  before  the  regular  quadrennial  session  in  1933. 

(3. )  Presbyterian-Reformed 

Within  the  Presbyterian-Reformed  circle  several  proposals  of  union  are  in 
various  stages  of  progress. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.  (Southern)  and  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  have  under  consideration  the  draft  of  a  plan  for  organic  union.  The 
General  Assembly  of  the  Southern  Church  last  May  approved  the  Basis  of  Union 
and  sent  it  down  to  the  Presbyteries,  by  which  the  final  decision  must  be  made. 
The  United  Presbyterian  General  Assembly,  while  approving  the  proposed  Basis, 
did  not  feel  that  the  time  had  yet  come  for  sending  an  overture  to  the  Presby¬ 
teries  on  the  subject.  The  committee  in  charge  of  negotiations  was  accordingly 
authorized  to  continue  its  work. 

Between  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Synod  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  there  is  a  further  movement  for  closer  relation¬ 
ship  and  possible  union. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. A.,  at  the  meeting  of  its  last  General 
Asssmbly  in  May,  directed  its  Department  of  Church  Cooperation  and  Union  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  the  United  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  other  Presbyterian  or  Reformed  bodies,  looking  toward  organic 
union.  The  United  Presbyterian  Church  responded  by  instructing  its  committee 
to  enter  into  conference  on  the  subject.  The  Reformed  Church  in  America,  at 
the  meeting  of  its  General  Synod  in  June,  took  action  which  moves  definitely 
in  the  direction  of  union  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S. A.  In  the 
coming  January,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  the  Southern  Presbyterian 


Church,  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  will 
through  their  representatives,  examine  seriously  the  whole  question  of  a 
Presbyterian-Reformed  union. 

(4.)  Method! st-Presbyterian 

At  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1928  a  desire 
to  consider  union  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  found  official 
expression.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  body  has  authorized  its 
Department  of  Church  Cooperation  and  Union  to  carry  on  friendly  conferences  on 
the  subject.  A  friendly  response  was  also  made  to  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  1928,  proposing  a 
consideration  of  union  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A. ,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

( 5. )  Bapti st-Disciples 

At  the  Northern  Baptist  Convention  last  June  and  at  the  International  Convention 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  August,  a  report  favorable  to  the  consideration 
of  a  closer  unity  between  these  two  bodies,  especially  emphasizing  a  united 
program  in  their  missionary  and  educational  work,  was  presented  as  the 
formulation  of  a  joint  committee  made  up  of  Baptists  and  Disciples.  The 
Baptist  Convention,  without  expressing  a  judgment  on  the  proposal,  continued 
its  committee  and  it  is  the  expectation  that  the  matter  will  be  discussed  at 
the  next  convention.  The  Disciples  approved  the  report. 

II.  In  Other  Lands 

In  several  countries  outside  of  the  United  States  movements  have  lately  been 
or  are  being  consummated  for  the  union  of  separated  branches  of  the  same  denominational 


family. 


1.  Uniting  Separated  Branches  of  One  Family 


On  October  2,  last,  the  Church  of  Scotland  and  the  United  Free  Church,  both 
Presbyterian,  came  together  again  as  a  single  body  after  a  disruption  dating  from  1843. 

The  separation  arose  over  the  question  of  the  relation  of  Church  and  State,  the  group 
subsequently  known  as  the  Free  Church  insisting  on  no  state  interference  in  church  affairs. 
In  1900,  the  Free  Church  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  merged  in  the  United  Free 
Church.  The  conditions  which  led  to  the  original  disruption  no  longer  prevailing,  the 
breach  has  at  last  been  healed. 

The  efforts  for  uniting  three  bodies  of  English  Methodists  -  the  Wesleyane,  the 
United  Methodists  and  the  Primitive  Methodists  -  which  have  been  in  progress  for  several 
years,  are  now  believed  to  be  approaching  final  fruition.  The  proposal  was  approved 
by  the  last  of  the  three  groups  in  1928,  and  the  Enabling  Act  has  this  year  been  passed 
by  Parliament. 

For  a  considerably  longer  period  there  have  been  in  the  Orient  important 
illustrations  of  the  union  of  separated  branches  of  the  same  denominational  family.  In 
Japan,  for  example,  the  Christians  of  the  Presbyterian  and  the  Reformed  bodies  fram  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan.  All  branches  of  Methodism  in  Japan  similarly  constitute  a 
single  church.  In  India  the  Lutherans  are  united. 

2.  Uniting  Widely  Separated  Bodies 

Of  more  far-reaching  significance,  because  including  denominations  widely 
separated,  are  the  following  instances  of  unions  either  achieved  or  seriously  under 
consideration. 

A.  Canada 

The  union  of  the  Methodist,  the  Congregational  and  the  Presbyterian  bodies 
in  Canada  in  the  United  Church  of  Canada  (though  without  the  assent  of  a  minority  of 
about  thirty  per  cent  of  the  Presbyterians,  who  constitute  a  continuing  denomination) 
is  too  well  known  to  call  for  extended  explanation. 

Consummated  in  June,  1925,  the  union  provides  for  the  organization  of  the  Church 


into  presbyteries,  conferences  and  a  General  Council  -  following,  in  the  main,  a  Presby¬ 
terian  policy.  Its  statement  of  faith  includes  the  essential  points  in  the  doctrinal 
standards  of  the  three  bodies. 

B.  China 

For  two  years,  there  has  been  in  existence  "The  Church  of  Christ  in  China,"  a 
union  of  sixteen  denominational  groups,  representing  the  fruit  of  missionary  effort  by 
churches  of  the  United  States,  Canada,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  New  Zealand. 

Coining  into  being  in  October,  1927,  it  now  brings  together  in  one  body  the  following 
denominations:  Presbyterians,  Reformed,  Congregationalists,  Evangelicals,  United 
Brethren  and  the  English  Baptists. 

Perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  feature  is  the  inclusion  of  the  Baptist  group, 
since  this  is  the  first  time  that  Baptists  have  united  with  non-Baptist  bodies. 

The  Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  about  112,000  communicant  members.  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  draft  a  complete  creed  and  "provision  is  made  whereby  those  who 
so  desire  may  retain  their  old  creedal  statement."  The  brief  articles  of  faith  in  the 
constitution  are  as  follows: 

"Based  on  the  principle  of  the  freedom  of  formulating  her  own  faith,  the  bond 
of  union  shall  consist: 

"In  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  our  Redeemer  and  Lord  on  whom  the  Christian 
Church  is  founded;  and  in  an  earnest  desire  for  the  establishment  of  His  Kingdom 
throughout  the  whole  earth. 

"In  our  acceptance  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as  the 
divinely  inspired  Word  of  God,  and  the  supreme  authority  in  matters  of  faith  and  duty. 

"In  our  acknowledgment  of  the  Apostles’  Creed  as  expressing  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  our  common  evangelical  faith." 

Autonomy  is  given  to  the  local  church,  with  a  gradation  of  church  councils 
from  the  local  congregation  to  the  District  Association,  the  Synod  and  the  General 
Assembly.  In  general,  the  effort  has  been  made  to  avoid  any  rigid  form  of  government 
and  to  allow  much  flexibility  "in  seeking  to  discover  that  form  of  church  government 
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which  will  most  adequately  lend  itself  to  Chinese  customs,  life  and  thought."  Each 
District  Association  determines  the  form  of  organization  within  its  own  area;  one  asso¬ 
ciation  may  have  a  polity  along  Congregational  lines,  another  along  Presbyterian  lines, 
or  even  (conceivably)  along  Episcopal  lines,  so  long  as  the  parity  of  the  ministry  is 
maintained. 

C.  The  Philippines 

According  to  fragmentary  information  received  up  to  the  present  time,  "the 
United  Evangelical  Church  of  the  Philippines"  has  been  formed  during  the  current  year 
by  the  union  of  the  Presbyterians,  the  Congregationalists  and  the  United  Brethren  in 
the  Islands.  The  process^f  union  has  been  facilitated  by  the  fact  that,  as  a  result 
of  careful  comity  arrangements  agreed  upon  before  the  missionary  occupation  of  the 
Philippines,  separate  territories  had  been  assigned  to  the  respective  groups. 

D.  India 

If  the  plan  of  church  union  proposed  for  South  India  should  be  consummated,  it 
would  be  the  first  union  combining  churches  that  emphasize  the  tradition  of  the  undivided 
Church  with  churches  that  emphasize  the  heritage  of  the  Reformation.  To  state  the 
situation  more  precisely,  the  South  India  proposal  contemplates  a  union  between  the 
Anglican  Church,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Methodist,  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
groups,  on  the  other. 

The  path  for  such  an  epoch-making  union  was  prepared  more  than  twenty  years 
ago  by  the  formation  (in  1908)  of  the  South  India  United  Church,  itself  a  union  of 
the  Presbyterian,  Reformed  and  Congregational  bodies  in  that  area,  growing  out  of 
American,  English,  Scottish,  Canadian  and  Irish  missions.  Subsequently,  the  congre¬ 
gations  of  the  Basel  Mission  entered  the  united  body.  The  new  plan  for  a  much  wider 
union  would  provide  for  the  merger  of  this  United  Church  of  South  India  with  the 
Church  of  England  in  India  and  Ceylon  and  the  Provincial  Synod  8f  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church. 

The  "proposed  Scheme  of  Union,"  originating  at  an  informal  meeting  in  1919, 
took  final  form  at  a  meeting  of  a  joint  committee,  representing  all  the  interested  churches, 
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in  March,  1929,  and  is  now  before  the  official  governing  bodies  of  the  respective 
ecclesiastical  groups  for  their  approval  or  disapproval. 

The  essential  points  in  the  plan  are  as  follows: 

(1.)  The  Holy  Scriptures,  the  Apostles*  Creed  and  the  rjicene  Creed  constitute 
the  basis  of  faith. 

(2.)  The  historic  episcopate  in  a  constitutional  form  is  accepted;  that  is, 
bishops  will  he  elected  by  the  Church  and  their  powers  defined  in  a 
written  constitution.  It  is  agreed  that  there  is  no  intent  "to  imply, 
or  to  express  a  judgment  on,  any  theory  concerning  episcopacy. 

(3.)  It  is  the  "intention  and  expectation"  of  the  uniting  churches  that 

eventually  all  ministers  will  be  episeopally  ordained;  but  for  a  period 
of  thirty  years  all  ministers  ordained  in  any  one  of  the  churches 
shall  be  "reoeived  as  ministers  of  the  TTnited  Church,"  if  they  acoept 
the  basis  of  union;  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  a  minister 
not  episeopally  ordained  shall  not  be  transferred  to,  or  minister 
temporarily  in,  a  congregation  accustomed  to  an  episeopally  ordained 
ministry  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  its  communicant  members. 

(4.)  Bishops  will  be  episeopally  ordained,  but  at  the  first  service  of 

consecration  (at  which  the  union  will  be  inaugurated)  the  Anglican  bishops 
and  the  ministers  of  the  South  India  TTnited  Church  and  of  the  Wesleyan 
Church  shall  lay  hands  on  the  heads  of  the  new  bishops,  "thus  conserving 
for  the  United  Church  the  traditions  held  by  each  of  the  uniting  bodies," 
and  expressing  a  mutual  recognition  of  the  equality  of  the  ministry  of 
the  several  churches. 

The  union,  if  ratified,  would  bring  into  the  one  church  over  448,000 
baptized  Christians,  with  additional  adherents  bringing  the  total  constituency  up  to 
nearly  740,000. 

The  Syrian  Christians  in  South  India,  known  as  the  Mar  Thoma  Church 
because  of  the  tradition  that  it  was  founded  by  the  Apostle  Thomas,  expressed  an  interest 
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in  the  union  in  the  earlier  stages  and  representatives  of  that  group  shared  in  drafting 
the  first  memorandum  on  the  subject.  No  further  action,  however,  has  been  taken  by  that 
body,  so,  for  the  present  at  least,  it  is  not  included  within  the  scope  of  the  negotiations. 

The  proponents  of  the  plan  express  the  hope  that  a  similar  union  may  evolve 
in  Northern  India  (in  which  the  present  United  Church  of  Northern  India,  comprised  of 
Presbyterian  and  Congregational  groups,  would  doubtless  play  an  important  part)  and 
that 
into 


it  might  then|prove  easily  practicable  to  bring  the  Southern  and  the  Northern  bodies 
an  All-India  United  Church. 


COOPERATION  IN  LOCAL  AND  STATS  AREAS 


Church  federation  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word  began  in  local  communities. 
The  Christian  League  of  Methuen,  Massachusetts,  is  said  to  be  the  oldest  existing  church 
Federation,  hawing  been  organized  in  1887.  Thirteen  years  before  the  Federal  Council 
was  organized,  the  New  York  City  Church  Federation  came  in  to  being —  in  1895,  followed 
by  Jlartford  in  1900,  Loe  Aneeles  in  1905,  Chicago  and  Portland,  Maine  in  1907.  In 
1901,  the  .Massachusetts  Federation  of  Churches  was  organized,  the  first  to  bear  that 
name  though  the  International  Commission  of  Maine  was  initiated  in  1890. 

When  the  Federal  Council  was  organized  in  1908,  its  Constitution  stated  that 
one  of  its  objects  should  be  "to  assist  In  the  organization  of  local  branches  of  the 
Federal  Council  to  promote  its  aims  in  their  communities."  This  was  taken  seriously 
by  the  Council  in  its  early  days  as  constituting  a  major  task  of  the  Council  and  the 
country  was  divided  into  districts  with  District  Secretaries  for  the  purpose  of  organ¬ 
izing  state  and  local  councils  of  churches.  It  was  soon  discovered  that  the  ground 
was  not  yet  ready.  The  Council  had  no  sufficient  program  as  yet  through  which  it 
might  give  these  organizations  the  help  that  they  needed.  For  this  reason,  this  method 
was  discontinued  and^l912,  a  Commission  on  State  and  Local  Federations  was  appointed 
which  carried  on  successfully  until  1925.  The  work  is  now  under  the  direction  of  a 
General  Secretary  related  directly  to  the  Administrative  Committee,  the  work  being  given 
immediate  supervision  by  a  Ccnmlttee  on  Extension.  An  Associate  General  Secretary, 
located  in  Chicago,  is  engaged  primarily  in  extension. 

At  the  Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the  Council  in  1928,  it  was  voted  that  "extension 
of  local  federation  be  made  a  major  feature  of  the  Council's  policy  for  the  coming 
quadrennium. 

Local  Church  Federations  or  Councils  of  Churches,  as  they  are  now  co^-only 
called,  are  organized  with  the  help  of  the  'ederal  Council  under  the  follow!  g  principles. 
In  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  they  are  not,  as  the  Constitution  ststes,  "branches" 
of  the  Federal  Council.  A  local  Council  is  an  autonomous  body.  It  has  not  external 
official  relations  with  other  Councils,  local,  state  or  national.  A  Council  of  Churches 
is  the  churches  themselves  as  churches  consulting  and  cooperating  officially  through 


accredited  delegates  for  all  accepted  common  tasks.  These  organizations  do  not  recognize 
any  superior  ecclesiastical  authority.  As  in  the  Federal  Council,  so  in  the  local 
Councils,  the  integrity  of  each  participating  body  is  fully  safeguarded. 

It  has  always  been  difficult  to  make  any  satisfactory  report  as  to  the  number 
of  local  Councils  of  Churches  in  existence  and  it  is  scarcely  less  difficult  to  report 
on  State  Council.  There  is  the  question,  to  begin  with,  of  defining  a  Council  or 
Federation  of  Churches.  Moreover,  the  mortality  rate  has  been  very  high,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  councils  that  have  not  been  able  to  provide  for  paid  executive  leadership. 
The  Commission  on  State  and  Local  Council  s  of  Churches,  in  1914,  Issued  a  directory 
containing  the  names  of  134  federations,  21  of  which  were  state  federations,  97  city 
federations  and  16  county  federations.  Most  of  the  state  federations  reported  had  a 
more  or  less  nominal  existence  and  this  was  also  true  of  the  city  federations  in  the 
smaller  communities.  Less  than  half  of  the  whole  number  reported  are  known  to  have 
any  active  existence  today. 

The  Home  Missions  Council  of  Montana  which  has  just  observed  its  tenth 
anniversary  by  taking  the  first  steps  toward  becoming  a  State  Council  of  Churches  has 
done  conspicuous  work  in  comity  by  allocating  responsibility  to  one  or  more  communions 
for  one  hundred  seven  different  areas  covering  the  entire  state. 

The  present  roster  of  State  Federations  on  record  in  the  Federal  Council 
offices  are  as  follows:  those  having  paid  executive  leadership— California,  Connecticut 
(part-time)  Massachusetts,  Hew  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  In  addition,  Maine  has  an 
Inter-denominational  Commission  with  a  continuous  existence  since  1890.  The 
following  states  report  Councils  of  Churches  without  paid  executive  leadership:  Kansas, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mew  Hampshire,  Hew  Jersey,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota.  Home  Missions 
Councils,  also  without  paid  executive  leadership,  are  reported  fran  the  following: 
Alabama,  Northern  California,  Colorado,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Kentucky,  Montana,  North  Dakota, 
Oklahoma ,  Oregon,  Tennessee,  Utah,  Western  Washington,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming. 

The  number  of  city  Councils  of  Churches  with  paid  executive  leadership  has  not 
greatly  increased  within  recent  years  though  the  work  of  existing  Councils  has  been 
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considerably  extended  with  increased  staffs  and  budgets.  An  important  development  which 
has  taken  place  in  at  least  a  score  of  cities  ie  unifying  the  wort  of  the  city  Council 
of  Religious  Kducetlon  with  the  Council  of  Churches.  The  budgets  for  1929  aggregated 
(753,926  (plus)  for  forty-four  city  Councils. 

The  situation  at  thiB  date  is  as  follows:  Councils  with  full-time ,  paid 
executive  leadership  (or  office  secretary)  are:  Fresno,  Long  Beach,  Los  Angeles,  Sacra¬ 
mento,  San  Francisco,  Hartford,  Wilmington,  Washington,  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Indianapolis, 
Balti  ore,  Boston,  Hew  Bedford,  Detroit,  Duluth,  Minneapolis,  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis, 
Omaha,  Paterson,  Trenton,  Brooklyn,  Buffalo,  New  vork,  Rochester,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, 
Dayton,  Toledo,  Youngstown,  Portland,  Oregon;  Brie,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  Milwaukee, 
Portland,  Maine.  Councils  with  part-time  paid  executive  leadership:  Oakland,  New  Haven, 
Springfield,  Ill.;  Wichita,  Louisville,  Brockton,  Columbus.  The  work  of  these  city  and 
state  organizations  is  Integrated  not  only  throu^i  the  Federal  Council  but  also  through 
an  Association  of  Executive  Secretaries  of  Councils  and  Federations  of  Churches  which 
meets  for  the  greater  part  of  a  week  annually  in  June. 

It  is  herder  to  report  concerning  the  Council  of  Churches  under  volunteer 
leadership.  At  the  present  time,  there  are  known  to  be  eighty-ai^vt  that  have  reported 
their  organization  to  the  Federal  Council  offices.  There  is  a  considerable  number, 
probably  a  very  large  number,  of  communities  that  have  no  organization  that  can  be  de¬ 
fined  as  a  Council  of  Churches  which  nevertheless  are  doing  extensive  intarchurch  work 
through  other  organizations  such  as  the  Councils  of  Religious  Education  or  Cundiy  School 
agencies;  Federations  of  Women’s  Societies;  Men's  Church  Leagues;  Young  People’s 
Inter-Church  organizations.  The  Young  'en’s  Christian  Association  and  the  /oimg 
Women’s  Christian  Association,  although  in  no  sense  interchurch  organizations, frequently 
lead  the  churches  of  their  communities  in  interchurch  programs. 

K-ore  significant  perhaps  than  any  of  these  are  the  interdenominational 
ministers'  associations  which  have  grown  up  everywhere  through  no  national  promoting 
campaign  hut  in  response  to  the  felt  needs  of  the  community  for  intarchurch  relations 
and  activities.  Probably  the  great  part  of  these  ministers’  associations  have  passed 
beyond  the  stage  of  being  mere  fraternal  fellowships  and  are  leading  in  a  variety  of 
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interchurch  activities.  The  Federal  Council  is  now  enrolling  these  ministers’  associ¬ 
ations  and  recognizing  them  in  place  of  Councils  of  Churches  as  local  units  of  Interchurch 
cooperation. 

A  list  of  activities  carried  forward  by  interchurch  organizations  of  these 
various  types  includes  the  following:  Promotion  of  Church  Rally  ainday;  TTnion  Open  Air 
Service  in  summer;  Pre-Easter  Week  Observance;  Armistice  Sunday  observance;  monthly 
union  services;  Even gel ism;  Religious  Education;  Moral  Welfare;  World  Peace  Educa¬ 
tion;  Sabbath  Observance;  Law  Enforcement;  Comity;  union  Thanksgiving  services; 

Good  Citizenship  and  civic  betterment;  Teacher  Training  School;  High  School  Chapel 
Service;  State  Orphan’s  Home  Chapel  Service;  Religious  and  Industrial  Surveys;  Social 
and  Civic  Reforms;  union  Memorial  Sunday  service  International  Justice  and  Good  Will; 

Social  Service;  Race  ReSfcions;  regular  church  services  supplied  at  eleemosynary 
institutions;  church  loyalty  campaign; ;visitation  evangelism  campaign;  noon-day  re- 
Easter  services. 

Another  development  in  local  areas  in  which  thiB  Committee  may  be  interested 
finds  expression  in  the  united  or  community  churches.  This  movement  represents  son  a thing 
that  goes  beyond  cooperation  and  seeks  to  develop  a  single  church  organization  that  will 
include  members  of  many  denominations  or  merge  denominational  churches  in  unified 
orga  illations. 

"United  Churches",  by  Elizabeth  R.  Hooker,  on  the  basis  of  a  study  conducted 
in  1924  by  the  Institute  of  Social  and  Religious  Research  reports  977  of  these  ehnrches 
exclusive  of  those  in  the  southern  states  and  Missouri.  Archer  B.  Bass  in  the  "Protestant¬ 
ism  in  the  United  States",  page  169,  reports  1293  such  churches  in  a  list  submitted  to 
him  by  the  Community  Churchman".  These  were  classified  as  fallows:  undenominational 
or  union  churches  -  395;  federated  churches  -  390;  denominational  community  churches  - 
424;  with  83  undesignated.  The  states  reporting  the  largest  muter  are  Massachusetts  - 
136;  Ohio  -  95;  California  -  77;  Washington  -  73;  Iowa  -  71;  Illinois  -  71;  Vermont  - 
67;  Hew  York  -  64. 

The  various  types  of  community  ehurches  are  probably  well  understood.  The 
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federated  type  usually  involves  distinct  denominational  units,  each  with  its  own  church 
roll.  Board  of  Trustees  and  contact  with  denominational  Boards.  They  unite  in  the 
support  of  one  Pastor  and  a  single  service  of  worship  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  Sunday 
School.  They  provide  for  traditional  differences  involving  membership,  baptism  and 
other  distinctive  practices  and  convictions.  The  undenominational  united  churches  are 
those  which  seek  "to  function  for  the  whole  canmunity  into  which  may  come  every  variety 
of  faith  and  experience  but  which  are  independent  of  all  other  ecclesiastical  organiza¬ 
tions".  They  usually  arise  through  the  initiative  of  individual  members  of  several 
denominations.  They  naturally  have  a  broad  basis  of  membership  leaving  questions  as 
to  the  form  of  baptism  and  in  same  cases  even  the  question  of  baptism  itself  to  the 
personal  conviction  of  the  individual.  The  denominational  type  of  community  church 
is  one  that  seeks  to  serve  the  entire  community,  making  no  distinctive  denominational 
condition  of  membership  but  keepfah  ecclesiastical  connection  with  sorae  one  denominat ten . 
Miss  Hooker  reports  a  fourth  type  of  united  church  which  she  characterizes  as  affiliated. 
It  is  "a  church  related  to  a  denominational  body  for  certain  specific  purposes  but 
independent  of  it  in  all  other  respects'*.  It  is  thus  seen  to  be  a  modification  of  the 
denominational  community  church. 


In  tort  ?n*  Bniiutt-Jn.il  3cdi.ec.  end  Their  Relation 


to  the  Federal  Council 

'There  are  about  twenty-five  organizations,  more  or  less  recognized  by  the 
churches,  of  an  interdenominational  or  undenominational  nature,  some  of  them  are 
entirely  voluntary  and  independent  while  others  have  approval  by  resolution  of  some 
of  the  Christian  communions  and  others  are  in  sane  degree  generally  accepted  on  the 
basis  of  their  practical  service.  They  all  claim  more  or  less  to  represent  the 
churches  and  they  have  one  element  in  common,  namely,  that  they  all  look  to  the 
churches  for  morel  and  financial  support. 

'The  more  significant  of  these  bodies,  so  far  as  this  discussion  is  concerned, 
are  those  which  are  composed  of  boards  or  departments  of  the  communions  or  which  by 
common  consent  are  regarded  as  distinctively  representing  particular  aspects  of 
the  work  of  the  churches. 

In  their  relationship  to  the  Federal  Council,  these  bodies  are  known  as 
affiliated, cooperative  or  consultative  agencies. 

Those  designated  affiliated  bodies  are  organizations  which  are  made  up  of  the 
boards  or  departments  of  the  several  denominations. 

The  relationship  with  the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Counoil  of  \  omen 
for  Home  Missions  while  not  organic  and  while  these  bodies  maintain  full  autonomy, 
is  especially  close,  the  offices  being  associated  in  the  same  building  and  some  work 
being  done  by  joint  committees.  The  Executive  officers  of  these  two  bodies  are  members 
of  the  Secretarial  council  of  the  Federal  Council,  une  of  the  joint  committees  is  with 
the  Cbmraunlty  Church  Movement. 

An  agreement  has  just  been  completed  between  the  Federal  Council  and  the 
International  Council  of  Religious  Fducetion  by  which  the  International  Council  is  to 
cooperate  with  the  several  departments  of  the  Federal  Council,  through  the  Federal 
Council’s  Secretary  for  Christian  Education,  in  incorporating  so  far  as  possible  into 
the  regular  church  school  curricula  the  interests  for  which  the  Federal  Council  is 
working.  'The  problem  of  relating  the  state  and  local  councils  of  churches  and  the 
similar  councils  of  religious  education  is  now  under  consideration  by  both  bodies. 

The  other  at  filiated  bodies  are  the  Council  of  Church  Boards  of  Education, 
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Ihe  Federation  of  woman’s  boards  of  Foreign  Missions  of  North  America  and  the  United 
Stewardship  Council. 

The  Cooperating  bodies  are  those  generally  approved  and  sustained,  although 
not  constituted  by  the  churohes,  namely,  the  American  bible  society,  the  National 
Council  of  the  Young  Mens  Christian  associations  and  the  National  board  of  the  Young 
womens  Christian  <j3sociation&. 

Those  known  as  consultative  bodies,  thus  termed  by  their  own  preference,  are 
the  Committee  on  Reference  and  Counsel  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North 
America,  the  btudent  Volunteer  Movement  and  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin 
America,  these  three  bodies  being  closely  coordinated  between  themselves  and  occupying 
offices  together. 

There  hae  been  some  informal  conference  concerning  relationship  between  the 
Federal  Council  and  the  National  Council  of  Federated  Church  Women,  and  at  certain  of 
the  young  people’s  conferences  the  proposal  has  been  made  that  the  several  national 
young  people's  organizations  ought  to  have  some  collective  relationship  with  the 
Federal  Council. 

,1th  the  exception  of  the  Home  Missions  Council,  the  Council  of  women  lor 
Home  Missions  and  the  International  Council  of  Religious  Lducation,  the  relationship 
of  these  organize  tions  with  the  Federal  Council  consists  almost  entirely  in  the  fact 
that  they  all  elect  corresponding  members  to  the  Administrative  Committee  and  that  their 
representatives  serve  on  the  commissions  and  departments  of  the  Federal  Council. 

Their  relationship  v;i  Hi  the  Administrative  Committee  is  under  the  following 
section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Councils 

“Corresponding  members  of  the  Administrative  Committee  may  be 
nominated,  one  each,  by  agencies  of  organized  Christianity  which  by 
action  of  the  executive  Committee  may  become  enrolled  ae  in  affiliation, 
cooperation  or  consultative  relations  with  the  Council." 

There  is  no  reciprocal  relation  on  the  part  cf  these  bodies  except  with  the 
Home  Missions  Council  and  the  council  of  omen  for  Home  Missions,  consisting  Of  Joint 
committees  with  the  Federal  Council  and  by  invitation  of  the  Home  Missions  Council, 
the  inclusion  of  certain  members  of  the  Federal  Council  in  its  membership. 
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The  National  Council  of  Young  lens  Christian  Associations  and  the  National 
Board  of  the  Young  omens  Christian  association  and  also  the  Foreign  Missions  Confer¬ 
ence  of  North  America  invite  representative  members  of  the  Federal  Council  to  their 
Annual  Meetings  as  friendly  visitors  or  corresponding  members. 

These  present  relationships  are  by  no  meanB  without  value.  The  responsible 
members  of  these  organizations  contribute  to  the  meetings  of  the  Administrative 
Committoe,  helping  to  prevent  duplication  or  overlapping  and  these  members  receive 
information  which  1b  doubtless  of  value  in  shaping  their  own  programs.  The  advice 
of  such  members  to  the  Federal  Council  is  very  helpful  in  many  ways.  Moreover, 
the  arrangement  does  give  the  Federal  Council  an  Administrative  Coranittee  which 
is  to  a  considerable  degree  representative  of  all  our  Protestant  agencies.  It  is 
decidedly  one-sided,  does  not  constitute  any  effective  unity  and  thus  we  have  no 
one  body  wh  ch  considers  all  phases  of  the  work  of  the  Churches,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Council  of  Aomen  for  Home  Missions  there  is  no 
regular  consultation  between  the  secretarial  staffs  of  these  bodies.  They  are  often 
found  acting  independently  on  great  national  or  world  problems  as  well  as  upon  the 
internal  problems  of  the  churches.  These  interdenominational  organizations  are 
often  considering  much  the  same  questions  as  the  Commissions  and  departments  of 
the  Federal  Council,  without  any  other  mutual  consultation  than  what  may  come 
incidentally  from  the  presence  of  members  of  these  bodies  on  the  commissions  of  the 
Federal  Council,  where  they  have  full  voting  privilege. 

.o  far  as  the  work  in  the  field  is  concerned,  there  are  pressing  problems 
calling  for  coordination.  There  is  little  doubt  but  what  the.  local  church  feder¬ 
ations  and  local  churches  would  desire  a  more  effective  relationship  between  these 
several  national  bodies  and  a  more  united  approach  to  the  community. 

Ab  the  cooperative  movement  is  becoming  worldwide,  the  same  problem  ie 
illustrated  by  the  Continuation  Committoe  of  the  Universal  Christian  Conference  on 
Life  and  Work  and  the  International  Mi-seionory  Council  both  of  which  are  world 
organizations  representing  the  interests  of  the  churches,  many  of  which  are  common  to 
both  bodies,  while  up  to  the  present  time  they  are  pursuing  their  way  without  mutual 


consultation, -with  one  single  exception,  namely,  in  the  relations  of  the  new  research 
bureau  of  the  International  Missionary  Council  with  the  International  Christian  Social 
Institute  at  Geneva.  Indeed,  the  number  of  international  Christian  movements  is 
becoming  a  problem. 

It  frequently  happens  that  when  a  new  problem  arises  a  new  organization  is 
instituted.  Ihis  is  illustrated  in  the  recent  movement  for  friendly  relationships 
with  the  lantern  Churches.  A  new  body  han  been  formed  called  the  Committee  on 
Cooperation  which  includes  the  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  concerned  with  the 
l.aatern  Churches,  several  of  the  missionary  boards  working  in  these  areas  and  other 
interested  agencies. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  gratifying  to  record  a  significant  merger.  The 
jmerioan  Section  of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  th.s  Universal  Christian  Conference 
on  Life  and  bork  has#  merged  with  the  Federal  Council  and  its  departments  having  the  same 
interests,  thus  forming  the  Commission  on  delations  with  Churches  .brood  of  the 
Federal  Council. 

It  should,  of  course,  be  said  that  there  is  considerable  identity  of 
personnel  in  these  agencies,  they  hold  frequent  informal  conference  and  occasionally 
official  conference  on  important  issues,  cooperate  in  each  others  tasks  and  their 
influence  in  important  issues  is  often  cumulative.  There  is  same  duplication, 
however,  and  there  is  not  as  much  cooperative  thinking  and  planning  as  is  desirable. 

The  border  lines  between  these  bodies  are  very  broad  and  they  inevitably  occupy 
much  common  ground. 


Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

(incorporated) 


Northern  Baptist  Convention 
National  Baptist  Convention 
Free  Baptist  Churches 
Christian  Church 
Churches  of  God  in  N.  A. 

(General  Eldership) 
Congregational  Churches 
Disciples  of  Christ 


Evangelical  Church 
Evangelical  Synod  of  N.  A. 

Friends 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
African  M.  E.  Church 
African  M.  E.  Zion  Church 
Colored  M.  E.  Church  in  America 


Methodist  Protestant  Church 
Moravian  Church 

Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  (South) 
Primitive  Methodist  Church 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
National  Council  of  the  ( Cooperating  Agency ) 


Reformed  Church  in  America 
Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 
Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
Seventh  Day  Baptist  Churches 
United  Brethren  Church 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
United  Lutheran  Church 
(.Consultative  Body ) 


NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING,  105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


Cable  Address:  Fedcil 
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j)f,.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
Hew  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speers 


Telephone:  Gramercy  3475 


January  12,  1929 


As  a  member  or  co-opted  counsellor  of  the  Committee, 
you  will  find  enclosed  three  successive  documents  upon  which  our 
discussions  are  based. 


Will  you  kindly  give  earnest  consideration  to  these 
documents  and  send  to  me,  at  150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City, 
such  changes  as  you  think  ought  to  be  made  in  the  last  document 
to  further  our  mutual  interests  anu  safeguard  the  responsibility 
of  the  Federal  Council?  It  is  desired  that  these  suggestions  reach 
me  in  time  that  in  cooperation  with  Dr.  Ashworth  a  report  may  be 
formulated  and  presented  at  a  meeting  to  which  you  are  called  on 
Wednesday,  January  23rd,  at  12:30  at  the  Aldine  Club. 


JWL  AB 


Faithfully  yours, 

L)  ■  <^, 

John  W.  Langdale 


(J 


Z 


Chairman,  Sub-Committee  of  the 

Administrative  Committee 


end  osures 


I.  ORIGINAL  PLAN  PRESENTED  TO  TKS  ADMINI STRATI VE  COMMITTEE  IN  THE  SPRING  OF  1928. 


MEMORANDUM  REGARDING  PLANS  OF  RE-ORGANIZATION  AND 
UNIFICATION  OF  THE  AMERICAN  CHURCH  AGENCIES 
COOPERATING  IN  WORK  ABROAD 


I.  The  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  is  recognized,  as  the 
primary  agency  in  bringing  together  the  churches  of  the  world  on  the  basis 
of  their  practical  work. 

II.  The  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  is  made  up  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  chosen  in  due  proportion  from  the  five  sections:  The  American, 
the  British,  Continental  European,  the  Eastern  Orthodox  Churches,  and  the 
Churches  in  Other  Lands. 

III.  Any  plan  looking  toward  the  unification  of  the  American  church  agencies  co¬ 
operating  in  church  work  abroad  should  parallel  the  movement  abroad  to  in¬ 
tegrate  all  activities  about  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Life  and  Work. 

It  is  therefore  proposed  that  the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work  be  en¬ 
larged  so  as  to  include  not  only  the  members  and  constituencies  of  which  it 
is  now  composed,  but  also  the  Federal  Council's  Commission  on  Relations 
with  Religious  Bodies  in  Europe,  its  Committee  on  Relations  with  Eastern 
Churches,  and  the  American  Committee  of  the  Central  Bureau  for  Relief  of 
the  Evangelical  Churches  of  Europe. 

The  American  Section  so  constituted  and  enlarged  shall,  in  accord  with  the 
constitution  and  general  practice  *f  the  Federal  Council  be  designated  oy 
it  as  its  Commission  on  International  Church  Relations.  In  order  that  the 
American  Section  be  given  full  status  as  a  Commission,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  such  steps  with  the  denominational  bodies  as  are  needed 
to  regularize  the  action. 

IV.  The  American  Section  will  continue  as  at  present  its  relationship  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  and 
in  its  international  church  work  will  function  through  it.  In  America  the 
American  Section  will  function  through  the  Federal  Council  in  the  same  way 
as  any  other  Commission  of  the  Council,  and  will  have  in  charge  all  work 
being  done  in  America  relating  to  the  churches  and  their  affairs  outside  of 
the  United  States. 

V.  Inasmuch  as  the  Continuation  Committee  af  Life  and  Work  has  recognized  the 
World  Alliance  as  its  official  agency  in  dealing  with  all  questions  relat¬ 
ing  to  international  justice  and  goodwill,  the  American  Section  of  Life 
and  Work  will  give  to  the  American  branch  of  the  World  Alliance  the  same 
recognition. 

The  Commission  on  International  Justice  and  Goodwill  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  will  continue  as  at  present  to  represent  its  own  constituency, 
and  in  working  in  and  through  these  twenty-eight  communions  will  direct  and 
lead  them  in  a  campaign  of  education  on  behalf  of  international  goodwill  and 
world  peace.  The  division  of  responsibility  between  the  American  section  of 
the  World  Alliance  and  the  Commission  on  International  Justice  and  Goodwill 
will  be  a  matter  of  further  conference. 

As  a  basis  for  arriving  at  this  division  of  responsibility,  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  are  suggested  in  the  appended  foot  note,  (see  *  below) 
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71.  The  scope  of  the  work  of  the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work  will  he  the 
same  as  that  of  the  Continuation  Committee  itself.  The  sphere  of  activity 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  would,  however,  have  to  he  enlarged  so  as  to 
include  such  interests  cf  the  Central  Bureau,  the  Commission  on  Relations 
with  Religious  Bodies  in  Europe  and  the  Committee  on  Relations  with  Eastern 
Churches  as  are  not  now  covered  hy  any  of  the  existing  committees  of  Life 
and  Work. 

VII.  There  will  he  a  unified  treasury  in  America  and  a  unified  budget*  Funds  for 
work  abroad  will  he  disbursed  through  the  central  treasury  of  the  Continua¬ 
tion  Committee  of  Life  and  Work. 

VIII.  The  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work  will  need  to  elect  two  coordinate 
secretaries,  one  to  have  charge  of  the  work  in  America  and  the  other  the 
work  abroad. 

IX.  It  is  obvious  that  the  entire  program  as  here  outlined  cannot  be  made  opera¬ 
tive  at  once.  It  would  seem  wise,  therefore,  to  agree  upon  a  general  basis 
of  action  and  let  the  plans  develop  as  the  work  proceeds. 


*The  following  suggestions  are  advanced  to  serve  as  the  basis  for  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  American  Section  of  the  Y/orld  Alliance  and  the  Commission 
on  Internat ional  Justice  and  Goodwill  of  the  Federal  Council s- 

(1)  The  American  Section  of  the  World  Alliance,  being  a  part  of  an  inter¬ 
national  body,  will  he  responsible  for  securing  the  cooperation  of  the 
Churches  of  other  lands  in  the  work  for  world  peace.  It  will  also  be 
recognized  as  the  agency  through  which  correspondence  with  such  Churches 
abroad  should  be  maintained,  both  in  regard  to  general  program  and 
specific  projects. 

(2)  The  American  Section  of  the  World  Alliance  will  be  asked  to  draw  up 
the  general  policy  and  program  in  behalf  of  world  peace,  to  be  offered 
to  all  religious  bodies  as  a  suggested  platform  on  which  they  may  base 
their  own  activities,  such  a  general  policy  would  be  determined  upon 

at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Alliance,  or  in  the  case  of  emergency,  hy 
its  Executive  Committee. 

( 3 )  Arrangements  should  be  made  whereby  the  Federal  Council’s  Commission 
on  International  Justice  and  Goodwill  should  have  adequate  representation 
both  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Alliance  and  upon  its  Executive 
Committee.  Also  the  personnel  of  the  Commission  on  International 
Justice  and  Goodwill  *f  the  Federal  Council  should  be  adjusted  so  as  to 
include  in  its  membership  adequate  representation  from  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Alliance.  Also,  the  executive  staff  of  such 
organization  should  be  asked  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  other  body, 

ex  officio. 

(4)  It  is  believed  that  with  an  interlocking  membership  of  the  governing 
bodies  and  mutual  recognition  of  the  privileges  of  the  executive  staff, 
it  would  be  possible  to  draw  up  a  division  of  responsibility  along 
functional  lines  on  the  basis  of  the  agreement  drawn  up  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  World  Alliance  and  the  Federal  Council  in  June,  1923,  and 
to  put  it  into  effect. 


COPT 


8MVEBSAL  CHRISTIAN  COSFVP^XCB  OR  LIK:  :>.D  tOBK 
Ccntlnur-tion  Committee 
70  Fifth  venue  York  City 

October  17th,  19£8. 


h-v.  thirl ae  i>,  Sf.cff.rl  oa,  D.D., 

105  8?„*t  2?nd  Street 
J«®»  York,  y.Y. 

i'y  de-.r  Lr.  !*•  cfs  rl  nd. 

The  meffibere  of  the  Amerieen  Section  of  the 
Stockholm  Conference  who  ■■tVsndsc  the  Coeur.i  ttee  Meeting  is  Pmt  ue 
la  Au.;urt  held  u  number  of  inforB&l  discussion 6  ror.crding  the 
reoretni action  of  the  taeri ern  Section. 

A  plan  v&6  flnliy  agreed  uton  thich  wee  then 
presented  to  the  Continuation  Cosnitteo  by  Bishop  HcLo*->;ll  in  behalf 
of  the  ABeriotn  Section  as  its  report.  A  copy  of  thit  report  ie 
included  herewith. 


It  *s.8  further  agreed  th.  t  the  Biericsn  members 
should  meet  upon  their  return  to  Aseriae.  end  discuss  wryp  and  me»  ne 
by  vhich  this  pita,  *ith  ouch  modifications  te  m*>y  need  to  bo  made, 
could  be  undo  effective}  nd  the  *gre«s«nte  reached  s>t  Pr  gu<a,  whioh 
tj.TB  nos  h  pert  of  ths  Minutes  of  the  Continuation  Ccaroittee,  be 
incorporated  into  <;  ns*  and  permanent  body  to  be  known  s  the  A&aric  n 
Section. 


After  consultation  ith  ths  Cheirnro  of  the 
.American  Section,  Dr.  Cabmen,  on  hi e  request  I  take  pleasure  in  inviting 
you  to  luncheon  t  tb*  Aldlne  Club  cn  Monday,  Goto ter  FZnd  et  one  o’clock, 
it  chich  time  tttie  memorandum  will  be  considered  ■>«  the  eg  ends  of  the 
meeting. 


possible? 


•  ill  you  kindly  asm'  la  yc-ur  ecept&nee  ts  soon  t.« 


Sinonrely  yours, 


(  signed)  H  SHY  A.  ATK.lSSOi 


II.  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  AMERICAN  MEMBERS 
OF  THE 

CONTINUATION  COMMITTEE  OF 

THE  UNIVERSAL  CHRISTIAN  CONFERENCE  ON  LIFE  AND  WORK 


The  American  members  of  the  Continuation  Committee  held  a  number  of 
meetings  during  the  year  and  were  fortunate  in  having  with  them  upon  these  oc¬ 
casions  additional  persons  dravm  from  the  group  that  attended  the  Stockholm  Con¬ 
ference,  as  well  as  representatives  from  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America. 

In  America,  as  in  other  countries,  there  is  more  or  less  confusion  and 
difficulty  in  establishing  an  efficient  body  with  which  the  Continuation  Committee 
can  deal,  that  is,  at  the  same  time  representative  of  the  churches,  responsible 
for  appointing  the  American  members  on  the  Continuation  Committee,  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  American  quota  of  the  International  Budget  and  carry  out  in  the 
United  States  the  tasks  that  are  laid  upon  the  American  Section  by  vote  of  the 
Continuation  Committee. 

It  was  understood  at  Stockholm  that  the  members  appointed  on  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  should  serve  only  until  some  means  could  be  devised  by  which 
they  or  their  successors  should  be  selected  or  appointed  by  the  churches  in  the 
various  countries.  It  is  only  fair  to  say,,  however,  that  following  the  minute 
passed  in  the  Conference  at  Berne  most  of  the  American  members  of  the  Continu¬ 
ation  Committee  wore  approved  or  their  election  to  the  Committee  sanctioned  by 
the  communions  which  they  represent,  so  that  while  the  American  members  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  cannot  bo  said  to  be  elected  directly  by  the  churches,  at 
the  same  time,  with  possibly  two  exceptions,  they  are  the  official  representa¬ 
tives  of  their  Communions,  and  as  such  may  act  with  as  much  authority  as  any 
group  is  likely  to  bo  granted.  It  must  be  fully  recognized  that  no  thirteen 
persons  selected  out  of  the  church  constituency  »f  America  can  adequately  re¬ 
present  all  the  Communions.  The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  is  the  most  repre¬ 
sentative  of  any  federated  body,  having  in  its  nKimbership  twenty -eight  of  the 
leading  communions  of  America. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  new  and  heavy  responsibilities  were  laid  upon 
the  Churches  of  America,  and  as  there  was  no  world  organizatisn  such  as  the 
Stockholm  Conference  to  which  they  could  look  for  help  and  cooperation  in  order 
to  meet  these  responsibilities,  they  naturally  turned  to  the  Federal  Council. 

This  body  has  proved  itself  to  be  most  helpful  and  through  its  Commission  on 
relations  with  European  Churches  and  its  Commission  on  Relations  to  the  Eastern 
Churches,  has  made  itself  well-known.  The  Federal  Council  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Central  Bureau  of  Relief,  and  although  this  organization  now 
carries  on  its  work  independently,  it  is  in  a  measure  dependent  upon  the  cooper¬ 
ation  and  help  which  the  Federal  Council  gives,  including  provision  for  secretar¬ 
ial  oversight  and  office  expenses. 


With  the  creation  of  the  Life  and  Work  movement  a  new  situation 
developed  and  now  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  will  find  its 
task  completed  in  proportion  as  the  Continuation  Committee  of  Life  and  Work 
is  able  to  project  itself  into  the  life  of  America. 


-  z 


There  must  he  some  effective  organization  in  the  United  States  that 
can  adequately  represent  the  churches  abroad  and  will  make  this  work  its  supreme 
task.  The  proposal  that  the  Federal  Council  assume  complete  responsibility  for 
this  work  cannot  bo  accepted,  for  the  Federal  Council  is  in  the  first  place 
wholly  an  American  institution.  Its  job  is  in  the  United  States.  In  the  second 
place,  it  is  not  completely  representative  of  American  Protestantism.  As  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  most  influential  Churches  are  not  represented,  it  cannot  adequately 
act  on  behalf  of  the  total  Protestant  Church  life  of  the  United  States..  There¬ 
fore,  the  American  members  of  the  Continuation  Committee  have  under  consideration 
a  plan  hy  which  a  new  body  will  bo  created,  to  be  known  as  the  "American  Section 
of  Life  and  Work." 


This  body  will  be  composed  of  throe  types  of  membership.  First,  a 
group  appointed  by  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches;  second,  representatives 
from  those  Communions  that  are  a  part  of  the  Life  and  Work  movement,  but  are  not 
constituent  members  of  the  Federal  Council;  and  third,  representatives  elected  to 
membership  in  the 'American  Section  cither  with  the  Federal  Council  or  the  Life 
and  Work  movement. 

This  body,  when  so  constituted,  will  represent  the  total  life  of  the 
Protestant  Churches  of  America  and  will  elect  from  its  personnel  the  members  of 
the  American  Section  of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference. 


Its  chief  task  will  be  to  make  known  the  ideals  and  give  effect  to  the 
work  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  in  America.  To  it  all  interests  relating  to  the 
churches  outside  of  America  will  be  referred.  It  will,  in  effect,  become  the 
ecumenical  agency  of  the  American  churches. 

This  new  body  will  be  very  closely  related  to  the  Federal  Council  of 
the  Churches  and  will  be  recognized  by  the  Council  as  its  Foreign  Department • .  as 
all  foreign  work  of  American  Protestantism  will  be  under  its  control  and  carried 
out  through  its  direction,  it  will  set  up  such  committees  as  may  he  needed. 

I.  -  A  Committee  on  Eolation  to  Churches  and  Church  Bodies  in 

Europe  which  will  take  the  place  of  the  present  Commission 
of  the  Federal  Council  bearing  this  title. 

II.  -  Its  Committee  on  Eolations  with  Eastern  Churches  which  will 

take  over  the  tasks  of  the  Federal  Council's  Commission  cf 
this  name . 


The  Federal  Council  will  be  asked  to  transfer  the  work  of  these  Com¬ 
missions  to  the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work.  It  is. taken  for. granted  that 
the  total  personnel  of  these  Commissions  will  bo  brought  into  the  Life  and  Work 
movement,  so  that  there  will  not  he  any  vary  great  change  except  in  so  far  as  the 
new  body  may  devise  new  methods  of  approach  to  the  problems  that  it  faces. 


Fcr  administrative  purposes  the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work  will 
function  through  the  Federal  Council.  It  will  bo  necessary  for  the  American  lum¬ 
bers  of  the  Continuation  Committee  and  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Federal 
Council  to  confer  upon  ways  and  moans  and  devise  a  plan  by  which  the  two  organ¬ 
izations  can  function  together.  This  plan  must  guard  the  complete  autonomy  of 
the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work,  and  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  made  to 
harmonize  with  the  constitution  and  precedents  established  by  the  Federal  „ouncil 


itself. 
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At  one  of  the  ncctings  of  the  neribers  of  the  American  Section  a  most 
important  discussion  took  place  regarding  the  question  of  the  method  of  procedure 
in  getting  the  work  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  done  in  America,  until  such  time 
as  this  larger  tody  could  to  created.  It  was  pointed  out  by  the  General  Secret¬ 
ary  and  other  officials  prominent  in  the  Federal  Council,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
Council  has  an  efficient  department  of  research  and  a  strongly  officered  and 
highly  efficient  department  of  social  service,  it  would  not  to  wise  to  attempt  to 
duplicate  those  agencies,  even  if  the  effort  should  succeed,  and  upon  the  vote 
of  the  Committee  and  at  the  invitation  of  the  Federal  Council,  the  American 
members  of  the  Continuation  Committee  agreed  to  commit  to  the  Federal  Council's 
Commission  on  Social  Service  and  its  Bureau  of  Research  the  question  of  re¬ 
lationships  and  functions  in  connection  with  the  International  Social  Institute 
and  the  Bureau  of  Research  at  Geneva.  Inasmuch  as  it  was  stated  in  this  meet¬ 
ing  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Institute  is  really  the  Secretary  of  the  European 
Bureau  of  Relief,  and  that  his  services  were  made  possible  primarily  by  the 
Federal  Council,  it  was  logical  that  this  arrangement  should  be  consummated.  The 
plan  has  worked  out  well  and  last  year  Hr.  Johnson's  visit  was  helpful  in  clear¬ 
ing  the  ground  for  the  establishment  of  these  international  institutions,  and, 
as  will  bo  reported  in  this  meeting,  Dr.  Tippy  has  rendered  splendid  service  in 
establishing  the  Institute  and  Bureau  of  Research,  and  has  been  of  great  value 
in  providing  it  not  only  with  a  programme  but  with  the  practical  moans  of  making 
possible  its  proper  functioning.  The  General  Secretary,  Dr.  Macfarland,  made  a 
rapid  but  much  appreciated  trip  through  Europe  in  April  and  ffiiy  and  met  with  the 
Institute  Commission  in  Genova  when  he  helped  in  the  proceedings. 

Certain  proposals  put  forward  in  the  Agneda  at  this  meeting  of  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee,  deal  with  the  questions  involved  in  these  discussions  of 
relations  in  America.  It  is  proposed  to  recommend  the  establishment  of  some  body 
in  each  country  with  authority  enough  to  make  its  work  effective  and  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  churches  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word.  A  plan  will  also  be  pro¬ 
posed  for  coordinating  the  international  bodies  that  are  working  more  or  less  in 
the  same  field. 

Those  of  us  who  a  .re  intimately  related  to  the  work  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  and  know  in  groat  detail,  not  only  the 
history  but  the  present  situation  of  the  Churches  of  Europe  as  well  as  of  America, 
feel  that  some  great  and  worth  while  purpose  can  bo  achieved  if  there  can  be 
brought  about  a  bettor  coordination  of  the  work  of  churches  throught  the  world. 

A  request  has  been  received  by  the  American  members  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  to  appoint  a  deputation  or  a  committee  to  attend  its  quadrennial  meet¬ 
ing  which  is  to  be  held  in  December  of  this  year,  raid  which  will  mark  its 
twentieth  anniversary. 

The  American  members  take  pleasure  in  presenting  this  invitation  .and 
trust  it  will  be  accepted. 


III.  PRESENTED  TO  THE  ADMIHIS TRATI "/E  COMMITTEE  IN  NOVEMBER,  J.028 
REPORT  ADOPTED  BY  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE 

Representing  the  Federal  Council  cf  Churches  and  the  American 
Section  on  Life  and  Work,  at  its  meeting,  November  22,  1928, 
tf  consider  a  plan  for  the  coordination  of  the  relationships 
of  their  respective  "bodies. 

********** 


The  American  members  of  the  Continuation  Committee  on  Life  and  Work 
held  a  number  of  meetings  during  the  year  and  were  fortunate  in  having  with  them 
upon  these  occasions  additional  persons  drawn  from  the  group  that  attended  the 
Stockholm  Conference,  as  well  as  representatives  frem  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America. 

In  America,  as  in  other  countries,  there  is  more  or  less  confusion  and 
difficulty  in  establishing  an  efficient  body  with  which  the  Continuation  Committee 
can  deal,  that  is,  at  the  same  time  representative  of  the  churches,  responsible 
for  appointing  the  American  members  on  the  Continuation  Committee,  able  to 
provide  for  the  American  quota  of  the  International  Budget  and  carry  out  in  the 
United  States  the  tasks  that  are  laid  upon  the  American  Section  by  vote  of  the 
Continuation  Committee. 

It  was  understood  at  Stockholm  that  the  members  appointed  on  the 
Continuation  Committee  should  serve  only  until  some  moans  could  be  devised  by 
which  they  or  their  successors  should  be  selected  or  appointed  by  the  churches 
in  the  various  countries.  It  is  only  fair  to  say,  however,  that  following  the 
minute  passed  in  the  Conference  at  Berne  most  of  the  American  members  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  were  approved  or  their  election  to  the  Committee  sanctioned 
by  the  communions  which  they  represent,  so  that  while  the  American  members  of  the 
Continuation  Committee  cannot  bo  said  to  be  elected  directly  by  the  churches,  at 
the  same  time,  with  possibly  two  exceptions,  they  are  the  efficiai ^ representa¬ 
tives  of  their  Communions,  and  as  such  may  act  with  as  much  authority  as  any 
group  is  likely  to  be  granted.  It  must  be  fully  recognized  that  no  thirteen 
persons  selected  out  of  the  church  constituency  of  America  can  adequately  repre¬ 
sent  all  the  Communions.  The  Federal  Council  ef  Churches  is  the  most  representa¬ 
tive  c f  any  federal  body,  having  in  its  membership  twenty-eight  of  the  leading 
communions  of  America. 

At  the  end  cf  the  war  new  and  heavy  responsibilities  were  laid  upon 
the  Churches  of  America,  and  as  there  was  no  world  organization  such  as  the 
Stockholm  Conference  to  which  they  could  look  for  help  and  cooperation  in  order 
tn  meet  these  responsibilities,  they  naturally  turned  to  the  Federal  Council. 

This  body  has  proved  itself  to  be  most  helpful  and  through  its  Commission  on 
Relations  with  European  Churches  and  its  Commission  on  Relations  to  the  Eastern 
Churches,  has  made  itself  well-known.  The  Federal  Council  was  instrumental  in 
establishing  the  Central  Bureau  of  Relief,  and  although  this  organization  now 
carries  on  its  work  independently,  it  is  in  a  measure  dependent  upon  the 
cooperation  and  help  which  the  Federal  Council  gives,  including  provision  far 
secretarial  oversight  and  office  expenses. 

With  the  creation  of  the  Life  and  Work  movement  a  new  situation 
developed  which  requires  a  readjustment  of  the  relations  between  the  Federal 
Council  and  the  Continuation  Committee  in  order  that  the  international  work  may 
be  carried  on  with  greater  unity  and  efficiency. 
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There  must  to  some  effective  organization  in  the  United  States  that  can 
adequately  represent  the  churches^ abr oad  and  which  will  make  this  work  its  supreme  v’ 
task.  The  suggestion  that  the  Federal  Council,  as  at  present  organized,  assume 
ccmpleto  responsibility  is  deemed  inadvisable.  Therefore,  this  Joint  Committee 
of  ohe  Federal  Council  and  of  the  Life  and  Work  Continuation  Committee  recommends 
the  following  plan  by  which  a  new  body  will  be  created,  to  be  known  as  the 
''American  Section  of  Life  and  Work": 


It  is  proposed  that  this  body  shall  be  composed  of  throe  types  of  member¬ 
ship.  First  -  a  group  appointed  by  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches;  second  - 
representatives  from  those  Communions  that  participate  in  the  Life  and  Work 
movement,  but  aro  not  constituent  members  cf  the  Federal  Council;  and  third  - 
individuals  elected  by  this  American  Section  to  its  membership  either  from  the 
Federal  Council  or  from  those  Communions  which  participate  in  the  Life  and  Work 
movement. 

This  body,  when  so  constituted,  will  elect  from  its  personnel  the  members 
who  arc  to  represent  it  on  the  Continuation  Committee  cf  the  Stockholm  Conference. 


Its  chief  task  will  be  to  make  known  the  ideals  and  give  effect  to  the 
work  of  the  Stockholm  Conference  in  America.  It  shall  have  general  oversight  of 
all  such  interests  relating  to  the  Churches  outside  America  as  may  be  committed 
to  it  by  mutual  agreement. 

—  C,  -*• 

This  new  body  will  be [very  closely  related  to  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  and  will  be  recognized  by  thxr'Council  through  its  appropriate  agencies 
as  its  (Foreign  Department,  and  shall  make  regular  reports  to  the  Federal  Council  {  . 
-i .  A  through  its  Administrative  Committee.  It  will  set  up  such  committees  as  may  be 
needed,  including 

1.  -  A  Committee  nn  Relation  to  Churches  and  Church  Bodies  in  Europe, 
which  will  take  the  place  of  the  present  Commission  of  the 
Federal  Council  bearing  this  title. 


2.  -  A  Committee  on  Relations  with  Eastern  Churches,  which  will  take 
ever  the  tasks  ef  the  Federal  Council’s  Commission  of  this  name. 

Under  this  plan,  the  Federal  Council  will  transfer  the  work  cf  these  Commissions 
tc  the  newly  appointed  Committees  of  the  American  Section  of  Life  and  Work.  It 
is  expected  that  the  total  personnel  of  the  existing  Commissions  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  membership  of  those  Life  and  Work  committees,  so  that  there  will 
not  be  any  very  groat  change  except  in  so  far  as  the  new  body  may  devise  new 
methods  of  approach  tc  the  problems  that  it  faces. 


For  administrative  purposes  the  American  Section  cf  Life  and  Work  will 
coordinate  its  activities  with  these  of  the  Federal  Council.  Details  for  carry¬ 
ing  out  this  plan  shall  bo  referred  to  a  joint  committee  appointed  by  the  American 
members  of  the  Life  and  Work  Continuation  Committee  and  by  the  Federal  Council. 

It  is  noted  that,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Federal  Council,  the  American 
members  of  the  Life  and  Work  Continuation  Committee  voted  to  commit  to  the 
Federal  Council’s  Commission  on  Social  Service  and  its  Bureau  of  Research  the 
question  »f  relationships  and  functions  in  connection  with  the  International 
Stcial  Institute  and  the  Bureau  cf  Research  at  Geneva. 


Excerpts  from  Minutes  of  Quadrennial  Meeting,  Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  December  5-11,  1926 


VOTED!  That  the  Report  of  the  Commission  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies  in 
Europe  be  very  heartily  approved,  with  special  commendation  of  the  emphasis  on 
the  training  of  leadership. 

RESOLVED!  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  material  support  should  still 
be  continued  and  that  the  present  policy  of  the  Commission  in  this  respect  should 
be  followod. 

The  many  messages  from  Church  bodies  in  Europe  give  evidence  cf  a  fraternal 
relationship  which  we  trust  may  deepen  with  the  years.  Wo  are  especially  gratified 
at  the  presence  of  the  messengers  from  the  Church  Federations  of  Germany,  Switzerland 
and  France. 

VOTED*  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Relations  with  Eastern  Churches  be 
approved;  and  that  its  effective  work,  especially  in  encouraging  the  indigenous 
churches,  be  approved  and  continued  under  the  direction  of  the  Administrative  and 
Executive  Committees;  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Committee  be  prepared  and 
empowered  to  send  a  message  from  this  Council  to  the  Eastern  Churcnes. 

VOTED*.  That  the  Federal  Council  at  its  present  sessions  appoint  a  committee  to  study 
the  whole  subject  of  the  scope  of  its  functions  and  modification  of  its  structure, 
the  committee  to  report  annually  its  progress  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
finally  to  the  next  Quadrennial  meeting  of  the  Council. 

VOTED*.  That  the  following  action  of  the  Administrative  Committee  be  approved: 

"RESOLVED:  That  the  plan  presented  by  the  Joint  Committee  representing  the 
Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  and  the  American  members 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Conference  on  Life  and  Work  has  been 
heard  with  great  appreciation  and  with  a  desire  that  the  principle  of  coopera¬ 
tion  may  become  effective  in  some  accepted  form." 

VOTED:  That  the  Federal  Council,  at  this  Quadrennial  Meeting,  gives  its  approval  to 
the  principle  here  involved  and  refers  back  to  the  Administrative  Committee  for  its 
further  negotiations  in  this  matter,  through  its  representatives  on  the  Joint  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  procedure  required  to  put  that  principle  into  effect,  it  being  understood 
that  in  such  further  consideration  and  action  the  constitution  and  the  status  of 
the  Federal  Council  be  fully  sustained. 


Action  of  th»  Adslnistr?  tire  CoB.'ittoe  on  D#o«®ber  £8f  19?8s 


VCT:rDs  last  the  sub-cOi~i  itt.ee  appointed  by  the 
Achsinletr  r.iT9  Ueanitteo  propers  ,  plan  for  coo  -.ra¬ 
tion  with  the  Intonation  1  Co.--.tlnus.tion  Coa^lttos 
oo  Life  u»d  Sort  end  present  it  to  the  Attain  l str-tiee 
Caitsiitte®  for  conei deration. 


k'i.  /d  <t  [  / -TVtjSrt.*,/-  6-f  '  /£±s  «C.  / 


y/ 


MEMQKAllDUM  ME  CHU-tCHES  0VEnaEA8: 


This  question  is  approached  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
oo ns ti tut  tonally  representative  position  of  the  Federal  Counoil, 
and  Id  la  recognized  that  simplicity  and  so  far  as  possible  unity 
in  Structure  and  function  should  be  considered: 

1.  into  this  department  would  be  brought  the  present 
Commission  on  Europe  am  Eastern  Churches,  and  the  jaerioan  Seotlon 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Stockholm  Conference,  the 
latter  to  huve  defined  relations  both  to  Che  Department  and  the 
Continuation  Committee  as  lajter  determined. 


2.  Many  but  not  all  relations  of  the  Federal  Council  to 
ohurohes  abroad  can  be  expressed  through  the  qmerlcan  section  of  the 
Stockholm  International  Committee,  for  example; 


a  iielfcaf  measures 

b  Denominational  orgnlaation  overseas 

c  Definite  missionary  aotlvlties  represented  by  the  denomlna- 
tionaT  groups  in  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  Including  in  this  department  the 
group  constituting  the  .imerloun  Section  of  the  Continuation  Committee 
of  the  Stockholm  Conference,  vlth  such  definitions  of  status  and 
duties  aa  would  at  once  provide  u  relationship  to  the  departments 
and  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  a  unit  of  the  International 
Continuation  Committee  In  Utoakholm. 

3.  There  would  be  also  definite  allocution  of  responsibilities 
not  thus  provided  for  to  committees  or  commissions  which  cover  the 
responsibilities  of  the  present  commissions  on  Europe  and  the 
Eastern  Churches,  and  probably  a  Committee  of  Cooperation  with  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conferenoe  in  matters  that  pertain  to  the  mis¬ 
sionary  aotlvlties  affecting  churches  in  the  foreign  lands.  Care¬ 
ful  financial  adjustments  should  be  made,  the  requirements  for  the 
department  being  provided  for  in  the  Federal  Council  budget  in  suoh 
direct  or  cooperative  ways  as  obtain  in  other  departments  or  com¬ 
missions  . 


4.  Communions  not  represented  in  the  Federal  Council  should 
be  invited  In  some  way  to  be  determined,  to  aot  either  in  the  de¬ 
partment,  or  in  any  special  unit  of  it,  aa  for  instance  the  iiaerioan 
Section  of  tne  Commission  on  Life  and  Work,  with  suoh  provisions 
as  would  recognize  them  as  Independent  of  the  Federal  Council,  ana 
at  the  same  time  as  would  recognize  the  limitations  of  membership 
ani  function  of  the  /unericun  Section.  There  would  be  need  of 
careful  study  am  possible  conferenoe  to  secure  the  proper  basis 
for  this  cooperation,  since  the  method  of  the  eleotion  oi  the 
members  of  the  dmerloun  section  must  be  determined  and  the  range 
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of  itB  duties  defined.  Whatever  la  proposed  In  these  particulars 
so  far  as  they  uffeot  the  membership  In  the  International  Continua¬ 
tion  Committee,  would  be  subject  to  Its  approval  ana  so  far  u8 
the  Federal  Council  Is  concerned,  whottld  be  confirmed  by  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  or  executive  Committee.  With  this  department  the 
Commission  on  Social  Service  and  the  Research  Department  would  be 
expected  to  cooperate  by  executive  agreements  or  through  super¬ 
vising  of  Joint  committees. 

5.  Secretarial  organization  will  be  set  up  as  required  for 
the  department,  uni  its  several  sections,  with  a  special  concern 
for  the  proper  organization  of  the  American  Section  of  the  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee. 

00HEKRT3 : 

1.  The  advantages  of  the  above  arrangements  would  be,  pro¬ 
viding  for  ae  much  administrative  unity  us  may  be  consistent  with 
the  diversity  of  funotlon  of  the  groups  involved. 

2.  Definite  provision  for  securing  the  necessary  funds  as 
a  properly  budgeted  obligation  of  the  Federal  Council  and  the 
churches  it  represents. 

3.  Reduction  to  the  minimum  of  a  division  of  Interest  where 
the  agencies  involved  and  the  objects  in  view  are  one  in  spirit 
ani  composed  In  large  part  of  the  same  personnel. 

4.  The  provision  of  cooperative  relationship  In  this  great 
overseas  work,  without  commitlng  the  Federal  council  to  executive 
activities  outside  of  America,  while  at  the  Same  time  its  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  overseas  work  on  behalf  of  the  chjirches  la  recognized 
and  made  effective. 

5.  The  development  of  National  churches  in  other  lands  with 
which  inevitably  the  Christian  forces  of  the  United  States  muet  be 
in  relations  of  comity  and  cooperation,  will  increase  the  demand 
of  some  suoh  comprehensive  organization  of  the  Christian  toroes 
of  the  United  States  as  la  contemplated  In  these  proposals. 


January  23,  1929. 


December  23,  1920. 


Bev.  Sanuel  McCrea  Cavert,  , 

105  East  2 2d  Street, 

Hew  York,  H.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Cavert s 

I  am  sorry  to  have  been  delayed  in  returning  the  draft 
of  the  article  for  the  religious  press  reporting  the  conference 
on  December  13  but  I  wanted  to  suggest  inserting  in  it  a  brief 
summary  of  what  Bishop  llicholson  and  1  said  at  the  beginning, 
in  accordance  with  Dr.  franklin’s  request  that  such  a  summary 
should  be  included.  I  enclose  herewith  a  page  or  two  that 
might  be  inserted,  as  I  have  indicated  on  jage  2. 

You  will  note  that  in  my  letter  to  Dr.  Anderson  I  call 
attention  to  sane  words  which  should  be  omitted  on  page  8  in 
reporting  the  three  possibilities  which  I  laid  before  the  meet¬ 
ing  on  Deoember  33 . 


Very  cordially  y  urs. 


Chairman. 


X 


EES  sM 
Ena. 


\ 


Insert  on  page  2  of  article  for  religious  press  reporting 
the  conference  of  interboard  agencies,  Dec.  13 

Two  general  statements  were  laid  before  the  conference,  one  by 
Bishop  Mioholson  and  tile  other  by  Mr.  Speer.  Bishop  Hicholson  said  that  in 
his  judgment  there  was  need  of  permanent  constructive  and  suocessful  coopera¬ 
tion  between  the  agencies  represented  in  the  conference  and  between  the  de¬ 
nominations;  that  this  was  possible  if  too  much  is  not  undertakei^at  first  or 
at  once,  if  the  autonomy  of  the  bodies  is  properly  recognized  and  if  all  that 
iB  constructed  is  made  truly  representative  of  the  cooperating  bodies  and  the 
cooperating  denominations;  that  use  should  be  made  to  the  fullest  extent  of 
existing  agencies,  which  should  be  correlated  and  related;  that  we  should 
aim  to  prevent  duplication  of  effort  and  that  we  should  clearly  conserve  snd 
simplify  filling  in  gaps  and  promoting  care  for  unoccupied  fields  find  aid 
in  the  accomplishment  of  tasks  not  now  cared  for  by  any;  that,  profiting  by 
the  experience  of  some  recent  movements,  there  should  be  the  most  careful 
avoidance  of  a  money  campaign  in  the  near  future  anu  that  work  should  not  he 
undertaken  which  was  not  recognized  as  legitimate  and  which  was  not  fully 
financed;  that  there  should  be  ample  provision  for  acquainting  the  churches 
*nrj  cooperating  agencies  with  facts  discovered  and  results  achieved  without 
unwise  advertising;  that  the  cooperative  work  requiring  personnel,  however 
small,  should  have  the  unqualified  confidence  of  the  cooperating  agencies. 

Mr.  Speer  said  that  he  believed  a  strong  general  feeling  existed 
that  there  should  be  some  more  closer  and  mutual  relations  between  the  per¬ 
manent  cooperative  agencies  of  the  Churches.  This  feeling  arose  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  good  and  of  the  evil  of  the  interohuroh  Movement  and  also 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  duties  and  dangers  of  the  present  task  of  the  Churches^, 
from  the  inevitable  inter-relations  and  independence  of  the  agencies  of  the 
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Churches,  felt  in  different  degrees  in  different,  quarters  but  real  in  the 
case  of  all;  from  the  pressae  of  the  Churches  which  are  not  willing  to 
have  their  boards  or  the  inter board  agencies  assume  that  they  represent  the 
full  life  and  responsibility  of  the  Churches;  from  the  need  of  mutual  help  and 
counsel  and  protection  in  securing  s import  in  adequate  presentation  of  the 
causes  committed  to  tue  care  of  these  agencies,  in  acquaintance  with  one 
another's  plans,  and,  lastly,  from  the  sense  of  v.hat  is  brotherly  and  right 
and  Christian,  t/nen  one  went  on  to  consider  what  plan  of  closer  relations 
might  be  wise,  Mr.  Speer  held  that  it  must  be  such  a  plan  as  would  meet  the 
needs  just  outlined  and  satisfy  the  Church  consciousness,  but  also  it  must 
be  a  plan  that  would  secure  liberty  and  full  freedom  of  action;  it  must 
preserve  the  traditions  and  personality  of  each  of  the  cooperative  agencies; 
it  must  secure  the  widest  distribution  of  responsibility;  it  must  avoid  the 
dangers  of  ever  centralized  authority;  It  must  allow  for  free  experiment 
and  action;  it  must  raalse  room  for  the  spirit  of  God,  for  where  the  spirit  of 


God  is  there  is  liberty. 


filing  dept. 
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December  24,  1920. 


President, Clarence  A.  Barbour,  E.D., 

Rochester  The  ological  Seminary, 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Dr.  Barbour: 

If  ever  a  cry  for  help  in  a  crucial  hour  and  the  appeal  of  a 
great  opportunity  were  presented  together,  i  want  to  present  them  now. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  to  talk  the  whole  matter  over  with  you  instead 
of  writing,  c.nd  i  have  debated  whether  to  refrain  from  writing,  but  the2  e 
are  matters  of  such  consequence  that  it  seems  to  me  that  I  ought  to  write 
at  once  and  ask  you  to  hold  your  decision  in  susp^enS^-  until  there  can  be 
an  opportunity  to  talk  the  whole  matter  over.  I  believe  you  are  coming 
down  for  the  meeting  wn ion  Preu  bmitii  is  arranging  on  January  4.  Could 
you  not  come  down  on  Saturday  and  spend  Sunday  and  Monday  with  ms,  in 
advance  of  this  meeting,  or,  if  not,  can  you  not  come  down  Sunday  night 
and  have  Monday  here? 

5he  matter  of  which  X  want  to  speak  is  the  secretaryship  of  the 
Federal  Council.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  in  Boston  authorization 
for  such  a  strengthening  of  the  Council  was  given,  and  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Kxooutive  Committee  immediately  on  the  adjournment  of  the  Council  a 
nominating  committee  vas  appointed, which  Jras  had  several  meetings  and 
which  cherishes  the  ueepest  desire  that  you  should  accept. 

When  we  meet  we  can  go  over  the  whole  present  general  situation 
together,  but  I  think  it  is  fairly  sat  forth  in  the  enclosed  report  which 
met  with  almost  unanimous  approval  at  Boston.  Ihe  Interchurch  experience 
has  undoubtedly  createa  a  very  difficult  situation  and  has  left  behind 
it  liabilities  which  it  will  take  a  long  time  for  the  Churches  to  clear 
away,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  showed  the  Churches ,  I  believe,  in  an  un¬ 
mistakable  way  that  if  they  go  not  aevelop  wise  and  efficient  forms  of  co¬ 
operation  they  will  have  to  suffer  from  unwise  and  inefficient  ventures. 

'i’he  spirit  of  cooperation  is  inevitable  because  it  is  necessary,  .-nd  one 
of  the  greatest  problems  before  Christianity  for  the  next  decade  will  be 
the  working  out  of  the  right  forms  of  expression  for  it.  The  longing  in 
many  hearts,  as  I  have  se6n  it  and  heard  it  expressed  in  tho  last  few  weeks, 
is  pathetic,  and  I  have  felt,  personally,  that  one  ought  to  be  ready  to 
almost  any  sacrifice  in  order  to  enable  the  Church  to  deal  with  an 
issue  whose  successful  handling  will  mean  immeasurably  enlarged  power  and 
whose  neglect  will  mean  the  weakening  not  only  of  our  united  eflort  but  of 
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the  life  and  action  of  ever y  separate  denomination. 

There  are,  of  course,  those  who  have  no  vision  now  as  always,  but 
there  are  many  who  see  what  the  great  common  undertakings  are,  for  which  it 
is  absolutely  indispensable  that  provision  should  bo  made,  in  the  field  of 
evangelism,  of  an  adequate  grappling  with  Ui6  complicated  proDlems  of  educa¬ 
tion  as  related  to  religious  life  and  Cnristian  faith  ,  of  the  application 
of  Christianity  to  social  problems  within  the  boundaries  and  unuer  the 
principles  wuioh  tne  conscience  and  judgnent  of  the  Church  will  approve, 
of  bringing  into  relationship  the  forward  moving  forces  of  the  aenominati ons 
in  ways  that  will  increase  the  momentum  and  power  of  each  through  their 
mutual  support,  etc.,  etc.  It  is  a  new  world  of  opportunity  into  which  we  have 
come  and  there  is  a  chance  now  for  serving  the  Church  and  the  cause  of  Christ 
in  America  such  as  1  believe  you  and  I  have  not  known  in  our  life  tines  before, 
and  that  chance  is  offered  beyond  a  question  to  the  Federal  Council. 

There  is  need,  however,  as  everybody  recognises,  of  new  personnel. 

Dr.  Mac.farland  sees  and  feels  this  as  deeply  as  anyone,  more  deeply  1  think 
than  most.  He  is  eager  for  any  adjustment  that  will  secure  *Mi8h-  is  indis¬ 
pensable.  I  know  the  questions  that  will  be  in  your  mind  on  this  and  other 
points,  will  you  not  hold  them  open  until  we  can  talk  the  whole  matter  over 
when  you  come  down? 

I  have  discussed  this  with  yoiiyr  best  friends  here,  and  1  think  we 
are  all  of  one  mind  as  to  the  clear  call  which  we  believe  Cod  is  sending  you. 

I  should  wish  to  write  you  at  very  much  greater  length  if  there 
ware  not  the  prospect  of  seeing  you  so  soon,and  if  there  are  any  special 
points  on  which  you  should,  like  to  have  me  send  you  information  for  you  to 
think  over  before  you  come  down,  will  you  please  let  me  know? 

";i t h  the  earnest  xjrayer  and.  longing  that  God  may  bring  us  together 
in  this  service  and  enable  us,  hand  in  hand,  to  try  to  meet  the  greatest 
opportunity  for  far-reaching  and  constructive  work  that  has  ever  come  to  us, 

I  am 

Your  sincere  friend. 


President. 


FuiS:M 

Enc.  2 


D-f'  A, 


/V  d> 


December  28,  1920* 


The  Kev.  8.  15.  Cavert, 

105  Hast  22nd  Street, 

N.Y.City. 

My  dear  Hr.  Caver t, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  gooa  letter  of  December  21st.  1  trust 

you  found  a  satisfactory  title  for  the  Unity  report.  ?erhaps"Hext  Steps  in  Christian 
Unity"  is  as  good  as  anything  that  lias  been  suggested. 

Dr.  Cross's  Nominating  Committee  has  voted  to  urge  on  Dr.  Barbour  that  he 
should  accept  election  as  Secretary  of  the  Council,  and  1  have  written  to  him  as 
strong _y  as  1  could  and  askea  him  to  Come  aown  and  spend  next  Sunday  and  Monday  with 
me  to  talk  the  whole  natter  over.  Will  you  not  write  to  him  as  earnestly  and  fully 
and  persuasively  as  you  can,  showing  him  the  opportunity,  ana  expressing  to  him 
what  seems  to  us  must  he  Cod's  call. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


re  s/ms 


i 
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Dr,  Robert  E,  Speer, 
153  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


March  31,  1920, 


My  dear  Dr,  Speer: 

At  Dr.  Drown* s  request  I  am  sending 
you  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  form  Dr.  Mac- 
farland  together  with  Dr.  Brown's  reply. 

Yours  vaty  sincerely, 


Secretary  to  Wm.  Adams  Brown. 


Filing  dept. 


Copy. 

The  Federal  Co'incil 
of  the 

Churches  of  Christ  in  America, 


"1 


APRi4  J92ft 
sec^etaf/es 


March  30,  1920. 


Dear  Professor  3rovm: 

As  you  are  aware  the  Council  and  its  Commissions 
inherited  a  consi ierahle  scope  of  work  from  the  General  War-Time  Com¬ 
mission  of  the  Churches  without  altogether  inheriting  the  financial 
resources  to  continue  those  works. 

The  added  financial  resources  have  coma  mainly  for 
work  actually  continued  ’ey  the  War-Time  Commission  rather  than  the  work 
inherited  by  other  departments,  and  indeed,  the  general  increase  of  our 
whole  scope  of  things. 

0u»  whole  financial  situation,  moreover,  is  complicated 
by  the  denominational  campaigns  associated  in  the  Interchurch  Movement. 

I  want  to  suggest  this:  that  you  try  to  secure  all  the 
additional  available  funds  you  can  from  the  Interchurch  Emergency  Campaign, 
not  only  for  the  actual  continuation  of  particular  pieces  of  work,  like  the 
War  and  the  Beligious  Outlook,  but  which  might  be  applied  to  the  large  area 
of  work  iiherited. 


For  example,  the  Commission  on  Social  Service  closed  1319 
with  a  deficit  of  $12,000.  largely  due  to  the  work  in  1919  carried  on  as 
inherited  from  its  cooperation  with  the  General  War-Time  Commission. 

The  problem  is  a  real  serious  one  and  we  shall  need  all 
the  help  we  can  get  to  tide  us  over  until  we  can  secure  some  denomina tional 
action  to  relieve  the  situation. 

It  seems  to  me  you  could  shape  up  your  arrangements  with 
the  Interchurch  Emergency  Campaign  in  such  a  way  as  to  cover  some  matters 
which  have  been  overlooked  and  neglected. 

Perhaps  you  will  wish  to  delegate  Mr.  Tryon  to  go  over 
the  matter  with  me  and  see  what  we  could  shape  up. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Signed)  Char Is s  S.  Macfarland. 


Professor  Wil'liam  Adams  Brown, 
Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York  City. 
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March  31,  1930. 


8«v.  Charles  3,  Macfarland, 

105  East  3«?nd  Strait, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

»Sy  dear  Dr.  M-cf  arluni : 

I  appreciate  the  difficulty  la  which  yon  find  ye nr self 
in  tli®  Federal  Council  and  would  gladly  do  whatever  I  could  to  ha  Ip  yon 
In  the  Matter  of  which  yon  write .  Unfortunately,  howavsr,  I  do  not  thirfc 
that  it  ia  possible  to  do  anything  further  along  the  11ns  of  the  Intorohiaroh 
Emergency  Campaign.  That  matter  was  taken  up  most  carefully  with  the  repre¬ 
sentative*  of  the  different  bodie*  according  to  the  procedure  laid  down  by 
the  plan  and  a  final  agreement  reached  which  discharged  each  of  th«  cooperating 
bodies  from  their  responsibility.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  found  ourselves 
some  thousands  of  dollars  short  of  the  ajasant  necessary  to  carry  on  our  work. 

%?  distributed  this  reduction  unQMg  the  different  e<M»a«teee,  our  Commit  tea  on 
the  Wh?  and  th?  Religious  Outlook  taking  its  Mhaxw. 

1  am  asking  Mr.  Ttyoa  to  take  this  natter  up  with  you  in  de¬ 
tail,  to  035?lain  to  you  ssatftly  wha t  has  been  done  and  tlia  roaaon  for  it. 

Just  one  thing  iaors».  You  speak  of  the  Commission  on  Social 
Service  closing  with  a  deficit  of  $13,000*  which  ms  largely  due  to  the  work 
carried  on  as  inherited  from  Its  cooperation  with  th®  General  Uar-Tliae  Coranission. 
Tills,  I  confess,  I  do  not  understand.  As  you  know,  (hiring  the  mr  via  assumed 
two- thirds  of  the  expense  of  the  Soctsl  Service  Cotauission  and  earried  that  un¬ 
til  tbs  time  whan  the  relationship  ceased.  After  that  the  work  which  had  boon 
begun  by  the  Social  Service  Comission  ms  assumed  by  the  Homs  Missions  Council 


Bev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland  P.  3. 

and  funds  were  provided  by  the  Interchurch  Emergency  Cang>aign  to  carry  all 
of  this  expense.  I  cannot  see,  therefore,  how  the  General  War-Time  Com¬ 
mission  is  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  financial  difficulties  of  the 
Commission  on  Social  Service,  Those  difficulties  seam  to  me  rather  to  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  Inter diurch  World  Movement,  coming  in,  has  diverted 
to  itself  the  resources  upon  which  the  Commission  on  Social  Service  as  well 
as  the  Federal  Council  in  general  might  reasonably  have  drawn.  It  is  at 
this  point,  therefore,  that  your  appeal  ought  to  be  made  and  in  whatever  may 
be  done  along  this  line  I  should  have  most  sincere  sympathy. 


Yours  faithfully. 


November  26,  1920. 


Prof.  William  Adame  Brown, 

49  Eaxt  80th  6 treat, 

K.Y.City 

My  dear  Will, 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  get  your  note  of  November  17th.  These  are 
miserable  days  for  me,  ana  every  such  friendly  word  of  yours  is  a  help. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  suggestion  of  my  name  for  the  Presldendy  of  the  Council 
had  been  dropped.  When  I  heard  that  it  was  up,  I  wrote  ashing  that  it 
should  not  be  given  further  consideration.  You  know,  however,  what  further 
has  been  done,  and  I  am  spending  this  week  in  utter  wretchedness  trying  to  see 
just  what  the  oath  of  duty  is.  If  the  whole  matter  were  in  your  hands  and 
mine  1  wouldn't  hesitate  a  moment  because  I  know  that  with  >od' s  help  w  could 
work  it  out,  but  it  is  not  in  our  hands,  and  will  not  be,  and  whether  I  can't 
do  more  working  freely  with  you  and  others  unofficially  than  I  could  in 
the  Presidency  with  many  influences  discounted  and  compromised  as  they  would  be 
in  that  relationship,  I  am  not  yet  clear. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  word  from  Williston  Walker. 

Very  affectionately  yours. 


res/as 


i^YK  U. 


& 


'l  irucn  ^ 


UNION  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

BROADWAY  AT  120™  STREET 
NEW  YO  R  K 


December  7,  1920, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York,  H.Y. 

My  dear  Robert: 

I  am  sending  you  for  your  criticism  a  corrected  copy 
of  the  message.  As  to  just  one  point  I  should  like  your  ad¬ 
vice.  I  find  Dr.  Grose  sensitive  about  the  reference  to  the 
step  toward  unity  in  the  last  paragraph  but  one.  He  fears 
that  some  of  the  Baptist  reactionaries  may  misinterpret  it  as 
referring  to  organic  unity.  To  me  it  seemed  so  innocuous 
that  we  could  hardly  say  less,  but  I  am  sending  you  an  alter¬ 
native  form  for  ycur  judgment  in  case  you  should  think  some 


change  would  be  helpful.  I  would  substitute  for  the  paragraph 
beginning  two  lines  from  the  bottom  of  page  7  the  following: 

"We  believe  with  them  that  we  are  already  one  in  Christ  and  are 


persuaded  that  the  way  to  manifest  the  [jspiritualJ  unity  which 
we  now  possess  and  to  make  possible  its  increase  in  ever  enlarging 
measure  is  for  all  those  who  love  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 


Christ  to  join  in  discharging  the  common  duties  whose  obligation 
all  alike  recognize. n 

Any  other  criticisms  which  you  may  have  to  suggest  will 
be  much  appreciated  as  I  suppose  it  is  important  that  the  message 
should  go  out  as  quickly  as  possible. 


Yours  faithfully, 


In  the  midst  of  world  wide  unre 


FILING  Dtrr. 
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vie,  the  members  of  the  Fourth  Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the  Federal 

Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  Amerioa* face  the  future 

with  confidence  and  hope.  Wherever  we  look,  in  our  own 

which 

country  and  in  foreign  lands,  vie  find  tasks  challenge 

and  opportunities  which  inspire.  The  time  calls  for  resolute 
and  united  advance.  There  is  a  messa  e  of  faith  and  hope 
and  brotherhood  to  be  brought  to  a  despondent  and  disheartened 
world.  There  are  starving  peoples  to  be  fed.  In  China, in 
the  Near  East,  in  the  countries  lately  at  war  men,  women  and 
little  children  are  crying  to  us  for  help.  There  are  wron  s 
to  be  righted  and  misunderstandings  to  be  removed  in  order 
that  men  may  enter  into  a  more  abundant  life  for  all.  In  our 
own  country  millions  are  struggling  for  better  economic  and 
industrial  conditions  which  will  enable  them  to  realize  their 
full  personality  as  sons  of  the  Most  High  God.  These  de¬ 
sires  we  must  help  them  to  fulfil  .  There  are  problems 
involved  in  the  relation  of  the  races  in  our  own  country  and 
in  other  lands  that  must  be  met  by  the  methods  of  cooperation 
and  conference  which  befit  the  children  of  a  common  father. 
There  is  a  reconciling  word  to  be  spoken  to  the  peoples  with 
whom  we  have  lately  been  at  war  and  with  whom  v/e  hope  soon 
to  be  associated  in  the  constructive  tasks  of  peace.  There 


are  perplexing  questions  at  issue  between  our  o  n  country 
and  our  neighbors  in  Mexico  and  in  Japan  that  need  for  their 
solution  the  spirit  of  mutual  understanding  and  sympathy  which 
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Christianity  inspires.  There  are  aspirations  after  intern  tion- 

which 

al  justice  and  goodwill  toift  must  be  realized  in  an  association 
of  the  nations  for  mutual  helpfulness  and  world  service. 

There  is  a  world  wide  ministry  to  be  rendered  to  men  of  every 
nation  and  race,  a  unity  of  the  spirit  to  be  achieved  which 
shall  make  possible  all  lesser  unities.  To  the  -e  tasks  we 
would  consecrate  ourselves  anew,  to  this  ministry  we  would  in¬ 
vite  men  of  goodwill  everywhere. 

Ye  are  not  blind  to  the  difficulties  which  con¬ 
front  us.  The  mood  of  high  resolve  with  which  less  than  four 
short  years  ago  we  entered  the  war,  the  thrill  of  exultant 
relief  with  which  at  the  news' of  the  armistice  we  welcomed 
the  coming  of  peace  have  alike  given  place  to  a  more  sober 
and  chastened  spirit.  Everywhere  we  find  men  conscious 
of  aspirations  still  unfulfilled,  longing  for  freedom,  for 
comradeship,  for  the  chance  to  be  their  own  best  selves  without 
injuring  or  slighting  their  fellowmen,  seeking  for  some  sol¬ 
vent  of  the  social  evils  of  our  time  which  science  and  states¬ 
manship  alike  seem  impotent  to  give.  In  ohurch  as  in  state 
we  have  seen  high  hopes  confidently  entertained  fail  of 
fruition  because  of  the  inadequacy  of  men.  v'e  realize  as 
we  have  not  realized  before  how  stupendous  are  our  tasks, 
how  mighty  the  forces  with  which  we  must  content..  But  great 
as  are  the  difficulties  which  confront  us,  our  grounds  for 
confidence  are  even  greater. 


-3- 


raessengers 

For  it  is  as  mini  stars  of  go~d  news  that  v/e  are 
met  -  witnesses  to  the  eternal  God  who  has  revealed  Himself 
to  ns  in  righteousness  and  love  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  who  summons  men  and  women  everywhere  to  allegiance  to 
His  cause  and  membership  in  His  Kingdom,  With  all  the  con¬ 
viction  at  our  command  we  would  proclaim  our  faith  that  in 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  God  has  given  us  a  messa  e  and  a  pro¬ 
gram  adequate  to  the  world's  colossal  need.  The  very  dark¬ 
ness  and  despair  of  our  time,  the  hopelessness  of  the  substi¬ 
tutes  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  replace  the  Gospel  are  so 
many  witnesses  proclaiming  in  clarion  tones  mem's  need  of 
Christ,  calling  for  those  who  shall  enlist  whol e-heart edly 
in  His  service. 

What,  then,  has  God  been  teaching  us  in  these 
years  of  testing  concerning  His  will  for  men?  This  first, 
that  He  has  formed  us  for  Himself  and  that  we  cannot  be  con¬ 
tent  with  any  lesser  satisfaction.  There  can  be  no  sub¬ 
stitute  for  personal  religion.  re  must  begin  where  our  Mas¬ 
ter  began  with  His  message  to  the  individual  -  "Repent,  be¬ 
lieve,  follow." 

own 

First  of  all,  then,  we  would  set  our^hearts 
right  with  God.  Unless  our  motives  bo  single,  and  our 
surrender  unreserved,  God  Himself  cannot  do  through  us  what 
He  desires.  In  all  humility,  therefore,  we  would  confess 
before  Him  our  sins,  praying  Him  to  purge  us  of  our  pride 
and  self-complacency  and  by  His  Spirit  to  create  in  us  that 
mind  of  Christ  which  shall  fit  us  to  minister  in  His  name  to 


a  world  in  need 
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IText  we  would  thank  God  for  the  new  demonstration 
which  the  war  has  brought  of  the  unshakable  foundation  upon 
which  our  faith  is  laid;  for  the  clear  revelation  of  the 
central  place  which  religion  holds  in  the  life  of  man;  for 
the  confirmation  of  Christ's  teaching  concerning  the  unity 
of  mankind  an  1  our  membership  in  one  another;  for  the  sharpen¬ 
ing  of  the  contrast  between  the  way  of  self  and  the  way  of 
the  cross;  for  the  extent  to  which  already  in  our  standards, 
both  personal  and  social,  we  judge  success  or  failure  by 
the  ideals  of  Christ. 

Especially  would  we  thank  God  for  the  increasing 
experience  of  cooperation  which  the  war  has  brought,  for  our 
growing  confidence  in  one  another,  for  our  resolute  purpose, 
God  helping  us,  to  carry  to  completion  the  work  which  in 
His  name  we  have  begun. 

■What  is  this  work  to  which  o\ir  Master  summons? 

It  i3  to  help  men  everywhere  to  realize  the  kind  of  life 
that  befits  free  personalities,  who  accept  the  standards  of 
Christ,  We  must  show  men  not  by  word  only,  but  by  deed, 
what  Christ's  disciple ship  means  for  men  living  in  such  a 
world  and  facing  such  conditions  as  confront  us  today,  -  what 
it  means  for  the  family,  what  it  means  for  industry,  hat  it 
means  for  the  relation  of  race  to  race  and  of  nation  to 


nation 


"  e  must  sho  them  wh  t  it  means  for  the  family. 

In  the  home  God  has  given  us  in  miniature  a  picture  of  what 
He  means  His  world  to  be,  a  society  in  which  the  welfare  of 
each  is  the  concern  of  all  and  he  Is  greatest  who  serves  most. 
The  home  is  the  nursery  of  religion  and  where  family  life  is 
neglected,  the  family  altar  forgotten,  the  sanctity  of  mar¬ 
riage  questioned,  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  Lord's  day 
for  rest,  fellowship  and  spiritual  nurture  lost,  and  pleasure 
substituted  for  duty  a;,  the  law  of  life,  there  can  be  small 
hope  of  producing  men  and  women  who  will  be  Christian  in  their 
business  and  tneir  politics. 

r'e  must  show  them  what  it  means  for  industry, 
Whether  it  be  manufacturing  or  commerce,  farming  or  finance, 
all  forms  of  business  are  concerned  with  persons  in  whom 
Christ's  church  has  a  rightful  interest  and  need  for  their 
success  the  confidence  and ‘helpfulness  His  Spirit  inspires. 
r‘e  have  recognized  this  in  principle  in  the  social  creed  of 
the  churches.  The  time  has  come  to  prove  our  faith  by  our 
works.  rfe  must  make  human  welfare  our  test  of  business  suc¬ 
cess  and  judge  the  machinery  of  industry  by  what  it  does  for 
those  who  use  it.  Te  must  grant  to  those  who  labor  the  same 
freedom  of  association  and  representation  that  those  who  own 
capital  claim  for  themselves  and  require  of  both  alike  that 
they  use  this  right  of  association  freely  granted  for  the  in¬ 
terest  of  all  those  whose  welfare  is  dependent  upon  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  their  toil. 


—  o— 


”’3  must  show  at  it  maans  for  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  men  of  different  races.  Deeper  than  all  differences 
of  color  is  our  kinship  of  spirit  in  the  family  of  God,  This 
kinship  should  express  itself  in  mutual  respect  and  in  the 
persistent  endeavor  through  the  free  expression  of  the  as¬ 
pirations  of  personality  to  secure  justice  and  fair  dealing 
in  all  human  relationships  and  the  safeguarding  of  the  rights 
of  all  peoples  to  their  share  in  our  common  heritage  of 
Christian  democracy, 

i"e  must  show  what  it  means  for  our  international 
relations.  With  all  the  power  we  can  command  we  must  pro¬ 
test  against  the  claim  th  t  the  nation  is  exempt  from  the 
obligation  of  the  moral  law  which  controls  the  life  of  the 
individual.  ^e  hear  our  witness  that  God  requires  of  the 
nation  as  of  the  individual  to  do  justly  and  to  love  mercy, 
and  the  nation  which  violates  that  law  in  its  dealings  with 
other  nations  He  will  hold  to  account.  Of  the  nation  as 
of  the  individual  it  is  true  that  the  v/ay  of  love  and  trust 
is  the  way  of  service, and  that  he  that  would  be  greatost, 
must  be  servant  of  all. 

We  welcome,  therefore,  the  proposal  for  a  League 
of  Nations  which  shall  be  in  truth  an  association  of  free 
peoples  for  the  achieving  of  world  peace,  for  mutual  dis¬ 
armament,  and  for  constructive  service,  and  we  call  upon 
our  own  nation  to  join  with  other  nations  in  moving  along 
this  new  pathway  of  hope. 
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Christian  disoipleship 

Above  all,  we  must  show  what  A  Ip*  means  for  the  in¬ 
dividual  human  life.  Horae  and  business  and  nation  and  race 
7/ill  be  what  the  men  and  women  who  compose  them  make  thera. 

Most  important,  therefore,  of^all  the  responsibilities  that 
rest  upon  the  church  today  is/to  educate  men  and  women  and 
children  in  the  meaning  of  the  Gospel  and  its  consequences 

for  the  life  of  the  Individual  and  of  society.  Through 

in  our  schools 

our  churches  our  Sunday  schools^and  colleges,  by  books, 
by  the  press  and  by  the  spoken  word,  by  all  the  avenues  by 
which  mind  touches  mind,  we  must  bring  our  Christian  message 
home  with  convincing  power  to  those  for  whom  it  was  meant. 

But  that  our  witness  may  be  effective,  our  con¬ 
duct  must  match  our  profession,  A  self-centered  church 
cannot  rebuke  the  selfishness  of  business,  A  self-complacent 

church  is  helpless  before  the  arrogance  of  race.  A  church, 

competition 

itself  the  scene  of  ^oonflle^  and  strife,  is  impotent  to 
stop  the  rivalries  of  the  nations.  1 hw&  men  see  Christians 
forgetting  their  differences  in  common  service,  then  and  not 
until  then  they  will  believe  in  Christ’s  power  to  break  down 
the  barriers  between  classes  and  between  races, 

^e  welcome,  therefore,  the  voice  that  comes  to 
us  across  the  sea  from  our  fellot/  Christians  in  Lambeth, 
joining  with  us  in  calling  the  churches  to  fuller  unity, 

^e  reciprocate  the  spirit  of  their  most  Christian  utterance. 
We  believe  with  them  that  the  first  step  toward  unity  is  that 
all  those  who  love  crur  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  should 
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join  in  discharging  the  common  duties  whose  obligation  all 
alike  recognize. 

In  this  hour  fraught  with  the  possibilities  of 
healing  and  of  disaster,  ono  thing  only  can  save  the  nations 
and  that  is  a  will  to  unity  that  is  born  of  faith  in  the 
triumph  of  the  good.  To  this  faith  v;  j  mompn  all  men  in  the 
name  of  Him  who  died  that  we  might  live  and  who  is  able  by 
His  Spirit  to  bring  out  of  the  failure  an’  disaster  of  the 
present  a  more  abundant  and  satisfying  life.  In  this  faith 
wo  would  rededicate  ourselves  to  the  servioe  of  the  living 
God,  whoso  Kingdom  is  righteousness  and  peace  and  joy. 


: 


a, 


December  26th,  1920. 


Prof.  William  Adams  >rown, 

49  "ast  80th  street. 

Hew  York  City. 

My  dear  Will, 

I  enolose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  1  have  written  t©  Bishop  McDowell 
and  a  few  others  with  regard  to  Dr.  B.arbeur  and  the  secretaryship  of  the  Federal 
Council.  Will  y  u  not  write  him  the  strongest  letter  you  can  on  the  subject, 
and  if  he  is  to  be  in  the  city  next  week,  as  I  think  he  is  ,  could  yi»u  not  ask  him 
in  your  letter  to  be  sure  to  fix  s  metime  when  you  could  see  hir  or  when  you  and 
1  could  talk  with  him  toother. 

Is  there  any  time  on  Wednesday,  January  5th  when  we  could  ■jet 
together.  I  have  to  speak  that  morning  at  11:40,  but  I  think  shall  have  the  rest 
of  the  day  free. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


res. ms 


■December  31st,  19?/) 


'i’he  Rev.  Yttlliam  Ac’ sms  Brown,! •£., 

Union  Theological  Seminary, 

Broadway  and  l£Oth  Street, 

Hew  York  City. 

i, 

}  y  dear  '7111, 

T'r.  Barbour  writes  that  he  is  comine  down  to  New  York  on  Monday  and  will 
be  staying  at  the  park  Avenue  Hot el, and  will  be  here,I  think,  until  Tuesday 
evening.  I  am  asking  Dr.  Grose  to  arrange  a  conference  wit h  him  and  to  be 
sure  that  you  are  there  to  help  present  the  whole  matter  convincingly  to  Dr . 
Barbour.  Can  not  you  arrange  also  for  a  personal  conference  with  him.say, 
some  time  'Tuesday  morning, when  you  could  press  upon  him  the  opportunity  and 
duty  of  this  hour 7 

Then,  as  to  our  conference,!  could  be  free  on  Wednesday  from  12,00  till 
1.30.  I  have  to  speak  here  at  156  Fifth  Avenue  at  ll:40,but  shall  be  through 
at  12; 00  and  could  join  you  at  once  and  we  could  lunch  together  wherever  it 
would  be  most  convenient  for  you  in  view  of  your  early  afternoon  appointment. 

I  am  not  sure  about  the  rest  of  Wednesday  afternoon  yet, but  if  this  noon 
hour  is  not  possible  for  you,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  get  through  my 
afternoon  engagements  by  5-00, so  that  we  could  have  from  then  Oi.  oo0eti 

With  best  wishes  for  a  happy  New  fear. 

Your  sincere  friend. 


F.-^SsC 


£  (a.  4LaJ~H><aA/ 


ROCHESTER  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

Rochester.  New  York 


FILING  DEFT 

FEy  1  1921 
SECRETJi/ilES 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 


December  38,  1930 

r^> 


My  dear  Robert  Speer: 

I  am  just  back  from  Cincinnati.  I  had  your  special 
delivery  letter  just  before  I  started  from  Rochester  and  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  think  over  the  matter  with  care 
and  prayer.  No  one  could  receive  such  a  letter  without  deep 
heart-searching.  You  know  a  little  of  the  honor  and  affection 
in  which  I  hold  you. 

Up  to  now  I  have  had  no  favorable  reaction  as  to 
the  possibility  of  my  undertaking  the  work  of  which  you  speak: 
in  your  letter,  but  I  am  trying  to  do  exactly  what  you  desire 
me  to  do,  namely,  to  keep  my  mind  open  until  we  can  talk  over 
the  whole  matter.  I  shall  try  to  come  down  so  as  to  be  in 
New  York  on  Monday  morning  instead  of  Tuesday  morning,  and 
if  you  have  the  time  I  am  sure  that  I  can  arrange  to  meet 
you  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  on  Monday.  I  shall 
plan  to  go,  as  usual,  to  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel,  and  I  have 
written  to  reserve  a  room  there.  I  can  meet  you  there  or 
in  your  office  or  anywhere  else,  according  to  your  pleasure. 

I  think  it  might  be  well  for  you  to  ring  me  at  the  hotel 
about  noon,  perhaps  a  little  after  noon,  on  Monday.  Until 
I  hear  from  you  I  will  keep  a  block  of  time  open  for  a  con¬ 
ference  with  you. 

With  all  that  you  say  in  your  letter  as  to  the 
tremendous  importance  of  the  co-operative  work  of  the  churches 
I  am  in  heartiest  and  most  sympathetic  accord.  The  disastrous 
effect  of  some  features  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  are 
only  too  apparent,  but  the  principle  remains  unshaken.  I 
believe  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  constituency  of 
the  Baptists  in  the  North  is  with  the  principle  of  cooperative 
endeavor.  Now  we  must  move  wisely  and  strongly  for  the  utili¬ 
zation  of  a  conviction  regarding  the  existence  of  which  I  am 
sure  I  am  not  mistaken. 

There  is  a  deep  feeling  of  satisfaction  on  the  part 
of  our  leaders  in  the  fact  that  you  have  taken  the  presidency 
of  the  Federal  Council  for  the  next  quadrennium.  Nothing  could 
give  more  promise  for  sane  and  effective  work. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  confer  with  you  on  Monday  if  this 
is  convenient  for  you,  and  I  am  reserving  several  hours  on 
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Tuesday  fair  the  meeting  at  the  Union  League  Club.  Fred  Smith 
has  not  unfolded  to  me  any  details  as  to  the  action  of  that 
meeting,  hut  repeatedly  he  has  said  to  me  that  the  meeting 
is  of  peculiar  importance;  so  I  am  planning  to  come. 

I  wish  for  you  and  all  those  who  are  dear  to  you 
the  happiest  of  Happy  New  Years  and  that  1931  may  be  crowned 
with  joy  and  with  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  your  highest 
ideals  on  their  way  to  realization. 

I  may  add  to  what  I  have  already  said,  that  quite 
recently  I  have  been  earnestly  and  persistently  ufged  to  take 
a  position  which,  if  I  felt  that  I  could  leave  here  at  this 
time,  would  very  strongly  appeal  to  me,  but  I  have  replied 
that  just  now,  with  the  theological  schools  under  fire  as 
they  are,  I  did  not  see  my  way  clear  to  go  elsewhere.  I  am 
writing  this  in  justice  to  you,  that  you  may  see  why  my  re¬ 
action  to  the  matter  concerning  which  you  write  would  not  be 
immediately  favorable.  I  shall,  however,  do  my  very  best  to 
look  at  matters  with  a  level  eye. 

As  ever, 


Sincerely  your  friend, 


A,  (L. 


k 


Extract  from  letter  from  H.  A.  Atkinson  to  Ur*  Speer,  dated  Nov.  26,  1920. 
(Origihal  in  Nile  1060) 


I  agree  with  yori  in  regard  to  your  feeling  as  to  the  future 
of  the  Federal  Council.  It  is  much  better  that  we  confine  our  discussions 
to  principles.  Machinery  can  be  developed  after  the  meeting  and  made  ad¬ 
equate  for  the  needs  of  the  organization.  The  Federal  Council  has  a 
great  opportunity  before  it,  and  I  think  some  expression  should  be  se¬ 
cured  at  Boston  that  eill  cause  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council 
to  feel  that  it  is  imperative  that  they  make  the  organization  as  effec¬ 
tive  asit  should  be  for  the  work  it  must  do.  I  fear  that  if  the  matter 
of  reorganization  is  left  wi$h  any  uncertainty  attacked  to  it,  nothing 


definite  will  be  done. 


FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES 


Release  Saturday  P.M.  March  20,  1920 


Photos  to  illustrate  article  se 

on  request. 


OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 


Please  order  by  number. 


PUBLICITY  SERVICE 


JASPER  T.  MOSES.  DIRECTOR 


(l)  Town  Hall  at  Leyden  where  STAr’IE3 
Pilgrim  records  are  kept. 


105  East  22nd  Street.  New  York.  N.  Y. 


(2)  Jan  Van  Hout,  Defender  of 


Pilgrims  against  King  James  I. 
(3)  John  Robinson’s  House  in  Leyden. 


zt 


THE  PILGRIM  FATHERS  IN  HOLLAND 


NEW  DISCOVERIES  IN  LEYDEN  ARCHIVES  SHED  LIGHT  ON  AN  OBSCURE  PAGE  OF  HISTORY 

By  Rev.  J.  Irwin  Brown, 

Pastor  Scots  Church,  Rotterdam. 

For  years  it  was  popularly  imagined  that  the  world  in  general  and  his¬ 
torians  in  particular  knew  everything  of  interest  about  the  Pilgrims  during 
their  sojourn  in  Holland.  Indeed,  there  was  a  widespread  idea  that  their  stay 
in  the  Low  Countries  was  of  no  great  significance  and  there  was  almost  no  recoj; 
nition  of  the  undoubted  influence  of  twelve  years’  residence  in  the  then  most 
enlightened  nation  of  Europe  upon  that  impressionable  group  of  English  men  and 
women.  Until  recently  there  was  little  research  in  the  Leyden  archives,  and 
that  little  was  concerned  with  merely  a  name  here  and  there  and  was  neither 
systematic  nor  exhaustive. 

This  former  attitude  of  neglect  is  now  completely  abandoned.  A  number 
of  distinguished  Dutch  scholars  have  given  this  matter  their  earnest  attention} 
and  at  least  one  great  Englishman  has  enthusiastically  furthered  their  investi¬ 
gations.  To  Dr.  J.  Rendel  Harris  of  Manchester  belongs  the  honor  of  being  a 
leading  spirit  in  these  discoveries,  and  -  what  is  still  better  -  of  having 
encouraged  and  helped  the  Dutch  scholars  in  all  they  undertook. 

Another  contributing  cause  was  the  zeal  of  a  young  Professor,  lately 
appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Modern  Church  History  in  the  University  of  Leyden. 
Professor  A.  Eckhof  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  task  of  finding  out 
in  Holland  and  in  America,  what  was  to  be  known  about  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church,  and  about  other  kindred  churches  of  the  Reformation.  His  researches 
carried  him  to  London,  to  Edinburgh,  to  New  York  and  to  the  old  Dutch  centers 
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in  the  United  States,  of  which  indeed,  he  has  written  a  standard  history.  Dr. 
Eckhof's  researches  brought  him  into  frequent  touch  v/ith  Pilgrim  records.  Fired 
with  a  contagious  enthusiasm  to  make  their  story  more  complete,  he  has  taken  up 
the  subject  systematically  and  in  a  series  of  articles  has  given  the  world  the 
benefit  of  much  that  had  been  forgotten  or  neglected. 

Professor  Eckhof’s  writings  in  the  Dutch  Journal  of  Church  History 
should  be  carefully  studied  by  all  who  are  writing  on  the  Pilgrims,  as  he  sets 
forth  many  important  points  hitherto  obscure.  For  example,  he  shows  the  wide 
learning  of  a  man  like  William  Bradford,  his  accurate  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
Dutch,  and  makes  clear  that  the  Pilgrims  were  zealous,  industrious  and  well- 
behaved,  absolutely  refuting  some  aspersions  cast  upon  them  by  a  recent  magazine 
writer. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  many  discoveries  regarding  the  Pil¬ 
grims  was  made  recently  in  Leyden  by  Dr.  D.  Plooy,  the  Secretary  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  Pilgrim  Fathers’  Commission.  It  seems  that,  when  the  Pilgrims  were  about 
to  leave  Amsterdam  and  go  to  Leyden,  they  wrote  to  the  Leyden  Magistrates,  ask¬ 
ing  permission.  The  Magistrates  granted  their  request,  but  King  James  the 
First,  through  his  Ambassador,  Sir  Ralph  Winwocd,  denounced  them  to  the  Council 
of  Holland,  as  "ill  conditioned  Brownists,  not  submissive  to  King  and  Hierarchy  - 
banished  men,  who  deserve  no  sympathy."  The  Magistrates  replied  in  a  noble 
document  which  in  reply  to  the  accusation  states: 

"It  is,  however,  true  that  in  February  last  a  petition  was  presented 
to  us  in  the  name  of  Jan  Robarts  (i.  e.  John  Robinson),  Minister  of  the 
Gospel,  together  v/ith  some  people  of  the  Reformed  Christian  Faith,  born 
in  England,  requesting  that,  as  they  intended  taking  up  their  abode  in 
Leyden,  they  might  be  granted  free  permission  to  do  so.  We  answered 
officially,  stating  that  we  did  not  refuse  free  entrance  to  honest  people 
that  behaved  honestly  and  submitted  to  the  Statutes  arid  Ordinances  of  the 
city;  and  that  therefore  the  entrance  of  the  Petitioners  would  be  welcome 
and  agreeable  to  us. 

"This  may  be  verified  by  the  Petition  and  by  our  Reply  of  which  we 
send  your  Excellency  a  copy. 

"We  may  add  that  no  further  steps  have  been  taken  by  us  in  this  mat¬ 
ter.  We  were  not  then  aware,  nor  indeed  are  we  yet  aware,  that  the  Peti- 


tioners  have  been  vanished  from  England,  or  that  they  belong  to  the 

sect  of  the  Brownists.  ^  ,  .  .. 

"me,  therefore,  beg  your  Excellency  to  forward  uhis  information 

with  the  accompanying  document  to  the  Lord  Advocate,  so  that  no  mis¬ 
understanding  may  arise  between  ourselves  and  Their  Excellencies  the 
Ambassadors,  or  His  Majesty  himself;  and  that  we  may  be  held  excused 
by  their  Excellencies  and,  consequently,  by  His  Majesty." 

The  Dutch  people  are  justly  proud  of  this  brave  stand  taken  by  Jan  van 

Hout  and  his  fellow  magistrates  in  Leyden.  They  feel  that  it  is  typical  of 

one  of  their  best  national  characteristics,  courteous  firmness  on  matters  of 


principle* 

Other  records  recently  brought  to  light  are  the  marriage  deeds  of 


William  Bradford  and  Dorothy  May  and  various  documents  containing  the  signa¬ 
ture  of  John  Robinson.  These  last  show  conclusively  that  some  alleged  auto¬ 
graphs  of  the  famous  clergymen  held  by  collectors  in  America  are  spurious. 

The  writing  is  clear-cut  in  the  English  fashion,  and  does  not  follow  the  Dutch 
style  of  chirography  shown  in  the  American  specimens.  Thus  the  signatures  cf 
many  other  notables  on  manuscripts,  soon  to  be  reproduced  in  a  memorial  volume, 
will  serve  to  check  up  various  American  documents. 


In  Holland  the  Pilgrims  learned  the  great  principle  of  tolerance;  or, 
at  least  -  for  Robinson  from  the  very  first  was  a  tolerant  man  -  they  had  that 
principle  immeasurably  reinforced.  William  the  Silent  had  impressed  it  upon 
the  Netherlands  a  generation  before. 


In  Holland  they  learned  an  even  deeper  love  of  liberty  than  they  had 
entertained  at  home;  and  they  carried  that  enthusiasm  for  individual  free  om 
far  beyond  the  sea. 


In  Holland  they  learned  many  practical  things,  the  outcome  of  a  na¬ 
tion’s  faith;  the  accountability  of  magistrates  to  the  people  as  under  the 
divine  rule;  the  value  of  popular  election  whether  of  ministers  or  magis 
trates;  the  oonsecration  of  minute  labor  to  the  commonweal,  as  in  the  regis 
tration  of  deeds  and  mortgages,  as  in  the  personal  care  of  .ha  poor;  the  duty 
and  the  privilege  that  devolve  on  thinking  and  responsible  men  to  secure  and 
jealously  to  guard  the  freedom  of  the  press. 


They  learned,  in  a  state  not  rudimentary  but  highly  organized,  that 
government,  to  be  just  and  equitable,  must  be  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
for  the  people. 


These  lessons  they  made  their  own  for  twelve  years;  they  learned  them 
well;  and  by  them  they  laid  the  foundations  of  the  American  Commonwealth,  and 
anticipated  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  But  their  great  concern  was  Re¬ 
ligion;  their  great  glory,  Freedom  and  Faith  and  Charity. 
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War  Creates  New  Bonds  Between  European 
and  American  Church  Bodies 

The  new  ties  of  friendship  and  new  plans 
for  co-operation  which  the  war  has  brought 
about  between  the  churches  of  America  and 
Europe  are  omens  of  the  new  day  which  is 
arising  out  of  the  darkness  of  that  struggle. 

The  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of 
Christ  in  America,  as  spokesman  and  agent  for 
thirty-one  of  the  leading  evangelical  bodies  in 
this  country,  has  provided  the  instrument  for 
making  these  relationships  effective.  As  early 
as  the  fall  of  1915  there  was  formed,  with  the 
aid  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal 
Council,  the  American  Huguenot  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  three  Protestant  home  missionary 
societies  of  France  and  Belgium  and  for  giv¬ 
ing  relief  to  destitute  Huguenots  in  the  de¬ 
vastated  regions  of  France  and  Belgium.  This 
Committee,  under  the  initial  chairmanship  of 
William  Jay  Schieffelin,  of  New  York,  has 
continued  with  some  variations  in  the  title  and 
organization  now  being  merged  into  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Relations  with  France  and  Belgium. 
Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  is  the  present 
Chairman,  and  Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland  of 
the  Federal  Council  is  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

The  Committee  on  Inter-relations  Between 
Theological  Seminaries  was  a  means  of 
strengthening  another  of  the  bonds  between 
the  two  continents.  Its  recommendations  in¬ 
cluded  an  exchange  of  professors  and  students 
and  also  of  fellowships,  between  the  seminaries 
of  Europe  and  America.  The  first  of  these  ex¬ 
change  students  is  now  in  residence  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary.  _  , 

The  Commission  on  Relations  with  France 
and  Belgium  has  adopted  a  budget  of  $975,000 
for  1920,  for  the  repair  of  churches  in  France, 
for  French  foreign  missions,  the  development 
of  new  work  in  France  and  the  support  of 
French  Protestant  schools,  theological  semi¬ 
naries,  hospitals  and  asylums  and  for  the  issu¬ 
ing  of  religious  publications. 

Work  Extended  to  Other  Countries 

These  new  ties  are  not  to  be  confined  to 
France  and  Belgium,  close  as  is  the  bond  of 
sympathy  which  knit  them  to  America,  and 
there  has  recently  been  organized  the  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies  in 
Europe,  which  will  co-operate  in  the  work  of 
re-establishing  in  other  lands  the  Protestant 
churches  and  institutions,  which  the  war  has 
left  in  dire  need.  It  is  estimated  that  $1,000,- 
000  will  be  needed  for  this  purpose  during  the 
present  year.  Among  the  countries  seeking 
American  aid  is  Hungary,  where  Protestant¬ 
ism  still  is  strong  in  spite  of  many  years  of 
terrible  persecution.  The  Federal  Council  has 
voted  to  help  supply  the  need  there  and  to  send 
at  an  early  date  a  deputation  to  visit  Hungary 
'and  to  investigate  conditions  among  the 
Protestant  churches.  Similar  appeals  have 
come  from  Poland  and  from  other  European 
nations. 


Plans  for  Ecumenical  Conference 

In  1916  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Federal 
Council  suggested  in  his  annual  report  the 
advisability  of  an  ecumenical  conference,  and 
the  idea  was  approved  by  the  Federal  Council. 
Several  proposals  were  made  and  one  prelimi¬ 
nary  conference  held,  by  action  of  the  Scandi¬ 
navian  churches.  The  Federal  Council  felt, 
however,  that  no  such  conference  could  be  held 
by  the  warring  nations  while  war  was  yet  in 
progress.  With  the  coming  of  peace,  however, 
the  matter  has  been  revived  and,  at  the  request 
of  representatives  from  several  European 
countries  in  conference  recently  in  Paris,  the 
Federal  Council  has  appointed  a  Committee 
on  Ecumenical  Conference  which  now  has  this 
matter  under  way,  and  has  called  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  conference  at  Geneva  in  August,  to  which 
all  the  national  church  federations  and  similar 
bodies  in  the  world  have  been  invited  to  send 
representatives. 

Mayflower  Tercentenary  Celebration 

The  tercentenary  celebration  of  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  which  occurs  this 
year,  will  prove  a  strong  link  in  the  chain 
which,  more  and  more,  is  binding  American 
churches  to  those  abroad.  The  Mayflower 
Council  of  Great  Britain  sent  its  representa¬ 
tive,  Rev.  M.  E.  Aubrey,  to  this  country  last 
fall.  His  visit  stimulated  the  movement  for 
the  organization  of  the  American  Mayflower 
Council  which  is  to  have  general  supervision 
of  the  plans  and  program  for  this  celebration. 
The  American  Mayflower  Council  is  co-operat¬ 
ing  with  the  British  Council  and  with  the  Neth¬ 
erlands  Pilgrim  Fathers  Commission.  Word 
has  just  been  received  from  Paris  that  a  similar 
committee  is  to  be  formed  in  France. 


THE  COMMUTER  AND  RELIGION 
Many  in  Connecticut  Suburb  Found  Indifferent 
to  Church 

Is  the  hard-driven  commuter  less  religious 
than  other  Americans?  Does  having  to  catch 
the  7:43  and  the  5:15  leave  little  time  in  his 
hurried,  worried  life  for  the  concerns  of  the 
soul  ?  A  survey  of  religious  conditions  in  a 
typically  prosperous  American  suburb  seems 
to  indicate  that  this  may  be  the  case.  The 
Interchurch  World  Movement  has  just  made 
public  the  results  of  a  survey  of  Black  Rock, 
Conn.,  which  shows  some  surprising  facts. 

Black  Rock,  a  suburb  of  thriving  Bridgeport, 
is  a  purely  residential  district,  the  people  be¬ 
ing  mostly  business  and  professional  men  and 
their  families,  also  large  numbers  of  skilled 
mechanics,  with  but  few  unskilled  laborers. 
Of  the  976  families,  641  have  moved  to  Black 
Rock  within  the  past  three  years  and  only 
sixty-six  families  have  been  there  as  long  as 
ten  years. 


Of  Black  Rock’s  3,903  people,  390,  or  ten  per 
cent,  claim  to  have  no  religious  faith.  This 
in  a  predominantly  Protestant  community,  for 
of  the  balance  of  the  population  2,285  are 
listed  as  Protestants,  1,107  as  Roman  Catholics, 
with  95  Hebrews,  24  Greek  Catholics  and  2 
Buddhists. 

Of  the  2,285  persons  who  wished  the  sur¬ 
veyors  to  put  them  down  as  Protestants,  1,447 
stated  they  had  church  connections  of  some 
sort  or  other.  They  named  twenty-four  de¬ 
nominations  or  sects  as  having  their  allegi¬ 
ance.  The  number  of  actual  Protestant  church 
members  was  633,  belonging  to  eighteen  de¬ 
nominations. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  facts  disclosed 
was,  that  to  1,447  Protestants  with  church 
connections,  there  were  1,228  persons  who  de¬ 
clared  they  were  Protestants  but  could  name 
no  church  connections.  These  people  were  in 
a  different  class  from  the  390  who  professed 
atheism,  indifference  or  something  of  the  sort. 

Twenty-five  races  are  represented,  the  old 
American  stock  having  2,832  persons  out  of  the 
3,903,  with  355  Swedes,  250  Hungarians,  63 
English,  71  “Russians”  and  smaller  numbers  of 
the  others.  Only  38  families  live  in  “tene¬ 
ments,”  with  212  in  “apartments,”  484  in  two- 
family  houses  and  242  in  one-family  houses. 
There  are  113  members  of  labor  unions,  of 
whom  fifty  per  cent,  are  Protestants  and 
twenty  per  cent.  Roman  Catholics. 
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RELIGION  AMONG  AMERICAN  MEN 

Army  Chaplains  and  “Y”  Secretaries  Draw 
Lessons  from  Experiences  at  the  Front 

The  following  quotations  are  from  the  terse 
summaries  made  in  the  final  chapter  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  War  and  the 
Religious  Outlook,  entitled,  “Religion  Among 
American  Men  As  Revealed  by  a  Study  of 
Conditions  in  the  Army.” 

“The  widespread  ignorance  of  the  meaning  of 
Christianity  and  of  Church  membership  demands 
a  greatly  increased  emphasis  on  the  teaching  office 
of  the  Church.  ...  If  a  vote  were  taken  among 
chaplains  and  other  religious  workers  as  to  the 
most  serious  failure  of  the  Church,  as  evidenced 
in  the  Army,  a  large  majority  would  agree  that  it 
wa£  the  Church’s  failure  as  a  teacher.” 

“Two  false  conceptions  of  Christianity  should  be 
openly  and  convincingly  combatted — that  it  is  a  self¬ 
ish  thing  and  that  it  is  a  negative  thing.” 

“A  Christian  interpretation  of  sex  life  must  be 
made  a  regular  part  of  all  Christian  education.” 

“The  religious  instruction  and  training  given  in 
the  home  outlives  all  other  religious  education.  In 
directing  or  controlling  that  influence  lies  our  great¬ 
est  opportunity.  .  .  .  If  we  fail  here  we  shall 

fail  everywhere.” 

“The  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Church  need 
to  be  ‘revitalized’ — taught  in  such  a  way  that  they 
shall  appear  as  real  explanations  of  the  meaning  of 
life  and  the  answer  to  men’s  practical  needs.” 

“The  present  problem  of  the  Church  is  not  so 
much  to  create  belief  in  God,  at  least  intellectual 
assent,  as  to  fill  out  and  develop  a  belief  that  is 
general,  and  above  all  to  make  clear  and  emphatic 
the  moral  implications.  Belief  in  a  god  is  widely 
distributed.  Living,  effective  faith  in  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  rare.  Vague 
belief  in  a  general  Providence,  somehow  beneficent, 
is  common.  But  of  God  as  a  positive  Other  Will 
whose  purpose  claims  our  wills  and  whose  righteous¬ 
ness  judges  our  disloyalty  men  know  little.” 

“The  fact  that  in  spite  of  all  the  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  public  worship  in  the  army  the  instinct  for  it 
was  still  so  unmistakable  ought  to  give  us  a  new 
appreciation  of  its  ineradicable  character  in  human 
life  and  lead  us  to  new  emphasis  on  its  significance.” 

“The  experience  of  fellowship  jn  the  army  has 
shown  the  possibility  of  it  and  increased  the  de¬ 
mand  for  it.  The  Church  fails  to  be  more  effective 
in  promoting  brotherhood  and  democratic  fellow¬ 
ship  in  the  community  because  of  the  lack  of  these 
qualities  in  the  Church  itself.” 

“One  of  the  outstanding  lessons  of  the  war  is  the 
possibility  of,  and  the  widespread  desire  for,  a 
greater  degree  of  practical  unity  and  co-operation 
among  the  Churches.” 


Religious  Reading  of  Our  Foreign  Language 
Groups 

In  a  careful  study  of  the  foreign  groups  in 
America,  the  Interchurch  World  Movement 
finds  they  have  68  religious  publications,  in 
twenty  tongues.  Of  these  papers  28  are 
Roman  Catholic,  31  Protestant,  and  9  inde¬ 
pendent.  Only  one  paper  has  a  circulation  of 
over  3,000  copies  an  issue  and  all  are  inade¬ 
quate.  Nine  racial  groups  have  no  religious 
paper  of  any  creed. 

Chinese  and  Japanese  are  served  by  single 
publications  published  in  Honolulu,  but  have  no 
religious  papers  on  the  mainland.  Five  pros¬ 
perous  colonies  of  Icelanders,  two  in  Minne¬ 
sota,  two  in  North  Dakota  and  one  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  are  dependent  upon  religious  papers 
published  in  Winnipeg,  Canada.  Groups  of 
Mohammedan  Albanians  have  neither  priests, 
religious  services,  nor  religious  publications. 

These  figures  are  in  startling  contrast  to  the 
wide  circulation  of  the  mushroom  Red  press, 
backed  with  funds  from  concealed  sources. 
One  million  dollars  is  included  in  the  budget 
of  the  Interchurch  Movement  for  the  upbuild¬ 
ing  of  an  adequate  foreign  language  evan¬ 
gelical  press  in  the  United  States. 
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Church  Representatives  Urge  House  Commit¬ 
tee  to  Act  on  Bill  to  Relieve  Starving 
Europeans 

Representing  the  Federal  Council  of  the 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America  and  its  affiliated 
bodies,  a  committee  of  sixty  waited  on  the 
House  Committee  on  Rules,  Friday  morning, 
asking  for  an  early  consideration  of  H.  R, 
12193,  providing  a  $30,000,000  appropriation 
for  the  relief  of  the  starving  populations  of 
Europe  and  Asia  Minor. 

Bishop  William  F.  McDowell  served  as 
Chairman  of  the  delegation  introducing  the 
speakers,  among  whom  were  Rev.  Charles  S. 
Macfarland,  General  Secretary  of  the  Federal 
Council,  who  urged  the  imperative  need  for 
the  appropriation  as  provided  in  the  bill;  and 
Miss  Lois  Downs,  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  who  set 
forth  the  terrible  conditions  of  starvation,  the 
epidemic  of  typhus  fever  being  thrust  upon 
Poland  by  the  Bolshevists,  and  urged  immedi¬ 
ate  action  as  a  loan,  not  a  gift,  that  Poland 
might  be  enabled  to  resume  industrial  activi¬ 
ties. 

Bishop  James  Cannon,  Jr.,  spoke  for  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  M.  E.  Church  South, 
stating  that  this  organization  had  appropriated 
a  half  million  dollars  for  this  relief,  but  that 
it  was  too  large  a  question  for  any  or  all 
private  bodies. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Kinnear,  representing  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
urged  the  importance  of  action  and  stated  the 
activity  of  the  Church  he  represented  in  be¬ 
half  of  these  countries. 

Dr.  Lauritz  Larsen,  on  behalf  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Lutheran  Council,  made  a  plea  for  im¬ 
mediate  action  setting  forth  the  especial  need 
in  Austria  and  Hungary. 

Miss  Mary  E.  McDowell,  of  the  University 
of  Chicago  Settlement,  representing  the  Na¬ 
tional  Board  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  presented  an 
earnest  plea  for  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
starving  European  countries. 

In  closing,  Bishop  McDowell  urged  the 
necessity  of  prompt  action  and  expressed  the 
appreciation  of  the  Committee  of  the  Federal 
Council  of  Churches,  and  its  constituent  and 
affiliated  bodies,  to  the  Chairman  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Rules  Committee  for  the  courtesy 
granted. 


New  Garden  Variety  of  Christian  Discovered 


Cultivation  of  a  vegetable  garden  sufficiently 
productive  to  meet  family  needs  is  likely  to  be 
a  condition  of  church  membership  among  the 
primitive  races  of  Africa  ministered  to  by  mis¬ 
sionaries  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States,  when  practical  application  of 
information  disclosed  by  the  African  survey  of 
the  Interchurch  World  Movement  is  made. 

This  membership  condition  has  been  in  suc¬ 
cessful  operation  for  some  time  at  Luebo, 
Belgian  Congo,  where  spiritual  development 
outdistanced  social  and  economic  progress  to 
such  an  extent  that  many.  of  the  practical 
benefits  of  Christianity  were  in  danger  of  being 


lost. 

Missionaries  soon  discovered  that  the  great¬ 
est  character  builder  was  a  steady  job.  In¬ 
dustrial  conditions  in  West  Africa  provided  no 
regular  work  for  natives,  even  if  the  natives 
were  willing  to  work.  Centuries  of  primitive 
life  under  tropical  conditions  had  completely 
eradicated  any  disposition  that  may  ever  have 
stirred  native  masculinity  towards  the  joys  of 
manual  labor.  Establishing  habits  of  indus¬ 
try  under  such  circumstances  was  no  light  task 
to  contemplate  ;  but  the  missionaries  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  no  permanent  racial  enlightenment 
could  result  until  the  problem  was  solved. 

Vegetable  gardening  was  adopted  as  tne 
most  practical  means  at  hand,  with  results  so 
successful  that  no  native  can  now  retain  his 
good  standing  in  the  church  unless  his  garden 
is  flourishing. 
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Rev.  William  H.  Foulkes, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York,  N.  Y. 

My  clear  Dr.  Foulkes s- 

F.efarring  back  to  my  previous  correspon¬ 
dence  relative  to  the  financial  questions  raised 
by  the  denominational  campaigns  associated  in  the 
Intej church  World  Movement,  may  I  report  furtner 
that  as  the  result  of  a  thoughtful  conference  with 
the  .Executive  0 can: ait  tee  of  the  interohurah  World 
Movement  the  following  action  was  taken  by  that 
Committee:  3 

y 

"The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Interchurch 
World  Movement  recognizes  the  difficulty 
caused  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churo'nes 
of  Christ  in  America  by  the  financial  cam¬ 
paign.  Hear  the  beginning  of  the  Movement, 
the  following  article  in  a  mutually  accepted 
statement  of  cooperative  principles  was 
agreed  upon: 

•In  its  financial  campaign  the  Inter- 
church  World  Movement  should  take  in¬ 
to  account  its  effect  on  the  financial 
support  of  the  Federal  Council  and  ar¬ 
rangements  should  be  made  whereby  the 
Federal  Council  should  be  protected.’ 

"The  Executive  Coianittee  regrets  that  under 
the  limitations  specified  by  some  of  the  de¬ 
nominational  bodies,  no  provision  could  be 
made  for  this  important  matter  by  the  Inter¬ 
church  World  Movement  itself  and  that  no 
specific  or  adequate  provision  was  made  in 
the  denominational  budgets,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions. 

"The  support  of  the  Federal  Council  is  almost 
entirely  by  inaividi^l  subscriptions  and  it 
rots  inevitable  that  a  considerable  amount 


hitherto  contributed  to  the  Federal  Council  should  be  absorbed 
into  the  funds  raised  by  the  Interchurch  World  Movement 
campaign.  Experience  proves  this  to  be  the  case. 

"The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement, 
therefore,  requests  the  constituent  denominations  of  the  Federal 
Council,  the  denominational  campaign  oommittees  and  the  individu¬ 
al  supporters  of  the  Federal  Council  to  assist  in  adjusting  this 
matter  for  the  present  year.  The  Executive  Committee  itself  will 
do  whatever  may  be  recommended  by  the  denominational  assemblies. 

"The  foregoing  action  is  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Interohurch  world  Movement  with  double  readiness,  because  it 
recognises  the  effective  and  hearty  cooperation  of  tne  Federal 
Council,  as  v/ell  as  its  staff,  and  because  it  folly  recognizes 
the  necessity  of  making  adequate  provision  for  the  carrying  on 
of  the  work  of  the  Federal  Council  which  has  been  approved  by  the 
ohurches  and  which  is  indispensable  to  their  interests." 


The  Administrative  committee  of  the  Federal  Council  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  report  to  the  constituent  denominations  which  will  set  this 
matter  before  them,  but  it  is  important  that  individuals  acquainted 
with  the  situation  should  follow  it,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  wish  to  do, 
sympathetically. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed;  Chas,  S.  Macfarland. 


General  Secretary 


Dp.  Taofstrlonfl  I'r.  JtOPth.  Dr.  Havon, 


Mr.  Glam  ,  T'p,  Lawson, 
T.  ■  ■  otij.  ■  r.  ;•  . 
Brorm,  Hr.  Cavort  \nd 
Dr.  Vanoo 
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My  dear  Dr.  Laws 

Your  communication  of  July  21,  1919,  regarding  the  action  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  was  submitted  to 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Baltimore  in  December  last,  and  after  the 
most  thoughtful  consideration,  was  referred  to  the  Administrative  Committee 
which  was  instructed  to  make  appropriate  response. 


'The  Administrative  Committee  gave  its  consideration  to  the  matter 
at  its  meeting  on  April  9th  and  took  the  following  action: 

"The  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
the  Churches  of  Christ  in*America  has  made  the  communication 
of  the  General  Assembly  !^f"the  Presbyterian  Church  the 
United  States  of  July,  1919,  the  subject  of  most  careful  in¬ 
vestigation. 


"The  Administrative  Committee  finds  that  the  Federal  Coun¬ 
cil,  in  Quadrennial  session,  assembled  at  St.  Louis,  1916,  took 
the  following  action  upon  the  matter  in  questions 

't/e  recognize,  with  cordial  appreciation, 
the  services  rendered  by  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  to  the  progress  of  American 
Protestantism.  We  also  recognize  fully  the  high 
loyalty  to  principle  which  has  always  character¬ 
ized  the  pronouncements  of  this  historic  commun¬ 
ion,  as  well  as  its  constant  imphasis  upon  the 
spiritual  functions  of  the  church. 

'We  further  affirm  that  it  is  the  constant 
effort  and  desire  of  the  Federal  Council  to  re¬ 
spect  fully  the  principles  of  its  several  constit¬ 
uent  bodies  in  harmony  with  section  4  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  the  Council  which  reads; 


'"This  Federal  Council  shall  have 
no  authority  over  the  constituent  bodies  ad¬ 
hering  to  it;  but  its  province  shall  be  lim¬ 
ited  to  t'ne  expression  of  its  counsel  and  the 
*  recommending  of  a  course  of  action  in  matters 
of  common  interest  to  the  churches,  local 
councils,  and  individual  Christians. 

'"  It  has  no  authority  to  draw  up  a 
common  creed  or  form  of  government  or  of  wor¬ 
ship,  or  in  any  way  to  limit  the  full  autonomy 
of  the  Christian  bodies  adhering  to  ita" 
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'With  these  considerations  fully  in  mind,  we  have 
examined  with  care  the  points  contained  in  an  official 
communication  to  the  Federal  Council  certifying  the  ac¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  at  Newport  News,  Virginia, 

Hay,  1915,  afterward  affirmed  by  said  Assembly  in  session 
at  Orlando ,  Florida,  in  May,  1916. 

'It  is  our  judgment  that,  with  a  proper  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  situation,  there  is  no  real  line  of  cleavage 
between  the  principles  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Council. 

We  think  it  proper,  however,  to  recommend  that  the  Federal 
Council  again  clearly  affirm  its  adherence  to  that  absolute^ 
separation  of  church  and  state  which  is  one  of  the  cherished 
heritages  of  the  great  body  of  American  Frotestantism.  The 
churches  of  the  Federal  Council  stand  squarely  upon  this 
historic  principle. 

'Again,  we  recommend  that  the  Council  affirm  its  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  paramount  value  of  evangelism  and  the  primary 
place  which  it  mustoccupy  in  the  world  of  Christian  activities 
and  relations-.. 

' Ye  would  also  call  the  attention  of  our  brethren  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  the  United  States,  and  all  others, 
to  the  fact  that  no  pronouncement  of  any  commission  or  committee 
of  the  Council  becomes  in  anyway  official  until  it  nas  been 
adopted  by  the  Council  as  a  whole.  More  significant  still,  after 
such  adoption,  the  action  taken  does  not  become  in  the  aL ightest 
respect  binding  upon  any  church  represented  in  this  Council  unless 
that  church,  through  its  own  separate  and  specific  approval  ,  elects 
to  make  it  so. 

'While  this  is  true,  we  would  also  respectfully  caution 
those  who  prepare  the  printed  reports  which  go  out  as  the  work 
of  the  Council  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  in  t he  selection 
of  the  material  and  the  forms  of  ression  used  in  these  docu* 
rnents ,  inasmuch  as  the  Council,  rightly  or  wrongly,  is  subject 
'  to  criticism  for  any  errors  or  unguarded  statements  contained 
therein. ' 

7/e  recall  that  a  commission  consisting  of  the  Dev.  F.  D.  Kersnner  and 
the  late  Dev.  John  F.  Ca  non  was  appointed  to  convey  this  message  to  the  General 
Assembly  at  its  meeting  in  Birmingham  in  1917,  which  commission  .  uly  reported 
that  it  had  conveyed  th is  action. 

The  Administrative  Committee  hereby  reaffirms  this  action  and  its  be¬ 
lief  that  the  Federal  Council  and  its  constituent  bodies  adhere  to  it, 

7/e  would,  nowever,  remini  the  General  Assembly  that  while  in  agree¬ 
ment  upon  these  fundamental  principles,  the  various  constituent  denominations 
vary  in  their  emphases  and  vary  at  times  in  the  application  of  tnese  princip  es 
to  concrete  and  practical  issues. 

We  would  remind  the  Assembly  that  this  same  difference  of  emphasis  and 
difference  in  practical  ap plication  obtains  also  within  the  constituent  denornina*- 
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tions  themselves  as  illustrated  by  the  action  of  the  General  Assembly  itself 
which,  on  one  occasion  took  action  bn  the  question  of  prohibition  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  action  of  a  previous  Assembly. 

This  frequently  happens  as  our  constituent  bodies  meet  from  year  to 
year  and  the  Federal  Council,  its  Executive  Committee,  its  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  and  its  Commissions  do  not  always  have  before  them  clear  cut  definitions 
on  the  part  of  the  constituent  bodies  on  such  matters  of  emphasis  or  practical 
application. 

Therefore  the  actions  from  day  to  day  or  weelc  to  week  of  the  commis¬ 
sions  and  indeed  the  actions  of  the  Administrative  Committee,  the  Executive 
Committee  or  of  the  Council  itself,  will  necessarily  have  the  same  variation  and 
the  same  differences  of  emphasis  as  appears  within  the  denominations. 

7/e  believe,  however,  that  the  fundamental  principles  enunciated  in  the 
action  of  the  Quadrennial  Council  in  1916  have  been  adhered  to  and  have  never 
been  violated. 

The  action  of  the  General  Assembly  has  especial  relati on,. however,  to 
the  treatment  of  social  questions  on  the  part  of  the  church.  Therefore,  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  report  of  the  "Joint  Committee  on  a  Unite^p?fnristian 
Faith  and  Social  Service"  to  the  Presbyterian  Assemblies,  which  received  the 
approval  of  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A. ,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S. ,  and  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod  and  which  also  received  the  approval  of  the 
Federal  Council.  We  desire  to  reaffirm,  on  behalf  of  the  Federal  Council,  its 
approval  of  the  principles  in  this  statement. 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  utterances  of  the  Federal  Council  and 
its  Commissions  on  Evangelism,  Social  Service,  Temperance  and  International  Justice 
and  Goodwill  in  the  light  of  this  united  declaration  and  it  3eems  to  us  that  to  a, 
remarkable  degree  they  have  expressed  the  judgment  thus  rendered  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  U.  S. 

In  a  bo'dy  like  the  Federal  Council,  which  unites  thirtjpne  denominations  , 
it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  that  every  particular  action  taken  should  express  the 
unanimous  judgment  of  these  bodies  in  every  case  and  it  is  for  this  reason  tie. t  wise 
provision  was  made,  as  above  noted,  whereby  "the  action  taken  does  not  become  in 
the  slightest  respect  binding  upon  any  church  represented  in  this  Council  unless 
that  church,  through  its  own  separate  and  specific  approval,  elects  to  make  it  so." 

The  Administrative  Committee  has  made  provision  whereby  the  actions  of 
the  Ssaix  Council  and  its  Commissions,  and  proposed  actions  on  important  matters, 
have  been  communicated  to  your  denominational  representatives  on  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  late  Rev.  John  F.  Cannon,  hr.  F.  D.  Glasgow,  Rev.  Russel  Cecil  and 
Hr.  W.  F.  Stevenson  and  they  are  now  in  addition  brought  to  the  attention  of  your 
representative  on  the  Administrative  Committee,  Rev.  Albert  S.  Johnson. 

These  representatives  have  been  invited  to  nep  in  the  closest  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Council  and  its  Commissions,  have  been  present  at  meetings  of  hie 
Executive  Committee,  and  the  Administrative  Committee  lias  endeavored  in  every  way 
possible  thus  to  keep  in  the  closest  relationship  with  its  constituent  bodies  in 
order  that  the  actions  of  the  Council  may  nave  their  approval. 

We  are  delegating  representatives  to  attend  all  of  the  annual  meetings 
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of  the  constituent  denominations  to  be  held  this  spring  and  we  trust  that  you 
will  confer  fully  and  freely  with  those  who  will  attend  your  General  Assembly. 

The  above  communication  is  conveyed  by  order  of  the  Administrative 
Committee  at  its  meeting  on  April  9th. 


Faithfully  yours. 


(signed)  Charles  S.  iiac  far  land 


General  Secretary 
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April  28th, 1920. 


The  Rev.  Charles  S.  Macf arland,D.D. , 

105  East  22nd  Street, 

New  Yorg:  City. 

Jly  dear  Dr.  Macfarland, 

I  am  glad  that  Dr.  Worth  showed  you  the  proposed  report  of  the 
Interchurch  V/'orlu  Movement  to  the  Denominational  meetings.  I  was  hoping 
for  an  opportunity  to  talk  it  over  with  you  to  find  out  whether  in  the  form 
in  which  the  matter  is  cast  you  wanted  the  Federal  Council  included  among 
the  new  bodies  to  be  embraced  in  the  Movement  or  preferred  to  have  it  left 
out.  I  know  that  you  want  the  financial  budget  in  but, on  the  other  hand,  you 
do  not  want  to  have  the  Federal  Council  classified  in  a  way  that  would  becloud 
its  proper  position. 

The  present  situation  as  to  the  Report  is  this:  It  was  thoroughly 
overhauled  in  a  long  discussion  at  the  Executive  Committee  yesterday.  I  was 
unable  to  stay  until  the  close.but  I  presume  it  was  then  left  in  Dr.  Watson’s 
hands  to  be  recast.  Then  it  was  to  go  to  the  Executive  officers  of  the 
Movement, by  Professor  Burton, for  further  revision, then  it  would  be  presented  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  lunch  in  Clevelai  d  at  the  time  of 
the  meeting  of  the  General  Committee  on  May  10th  and  will  then  be  presented 
to  the  Executive  Committee  on  the  afternoon  of  May  10th. 

As  I  gather  the  gnneral  sentiment  of  the  discussion.it  would  have  been 

impossible  to  have  had  the  Federal  Council  included. 

When  I  left  the  discussion  was  as  to  whether  to  mention  any  bodies  at  all 
such  as  the  YMCA  and  the  Bible  Society. 


Dr.  Macfarland,1^ 


If  I  can  be  01  any  help  in  having  this  matter  rightfully  dealt  with 
please  let  me  know.  I  shall  be  in  meetings  all  day  Thursday  ani  Friday  and 
have  to  be  in  Cleveland  on  3a  tin-day, but  hope  to  be  back  in  New  York  next  week. 

Your  letter  with  reference  to  my  representing  the  Federal  Council  at 
Des  Moines  has  come, and  I  wish  it  were  possible  to  do  either  this  or  one  of  the 
other  errands  which  you  suggested  to  the  Baptists  and  Southern  Presbyterians, but 
I  cai  not  possibly  get  the  time  for  the  trip  out  to  Des  Moines.  It  couli  not 
be  done  in  less  than  three  days, and  there  are  no  three  aays  in  the  month  that  I 


can  dislodge. 

i-K  A 


Very  cordial ly  yours. 


R«!S:C. 
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THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL 
OF  THE 

CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 


Office  of  the  General  Secretary 
105  East  Twenty-second  Street 
New  York 


Washington  Office 
937  Woodward  Building 


New  York,  N.  Y., 
April  29,  1920. 


Hr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

IS 6  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York,  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Hr.  Speer: 

In  reply  to  yours  of  April  26,  I  think  you  are  ob¬ 
viously  right.  We  ought  not  to  include  the  Federal  Council 
in  any  way  in  the  Interchurch  World  Movement, 

It  seems  to  me  that  on  this  matter  we  had  better 
await  the  various  actions  of  the  constituent  denominations. 

I  note  your  statement  that  the  interchurch  World 
Movement  report  was  "thoroughly  overhauled."  The  form 
which  I  received  from  Hr.  Taylor  certainly  gave  opportunity 
for  overhauling. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  you  cannot  go  to  Bes  Moines, 
but  i  realize  your  difficulties. 

Faithfully  yours. 


CSMsM 
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Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland,  General  Secretary 
Rev.  Roy  B.  Guild,  Secretary 
Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  Secretary 
Rev.  Sidney  L.  Gulick,  Secretary 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Goodell,  Secretary 
Rev.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert 
A  ssociate  Secretary 
Caroline  W.  Chase 

Assistant  to  the  General  Secretary 

WASHINGTON  COMMITTEE! 

General  Committee  ©n  Army 
and  Navy  Chaplains 

937  Woodward  Building 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Bishop  William  F.  McDowell,  Chairman 
Rev.  E.  O.  Watson,  Secretary 
HOME  MISSION  COUNCIL 
(Affiliated  Body) 

Rav.  Charles  L.  Thompson,  President 
Rev.  Alfred  Wms.  Anthony,  Executive  Secretary 

PERMANENT  COMMISSIONS! 
Inter-Chure.lt  Federations 
(State  and  Local) 

Fred  B.  Smith,  Chairman 
Rev.  Roy  B.  Guild,  Executive  Secretary 
Evangelism 
James  M.  Speers,  Chairman 
Rgv.  Charles  L.  Goodell,  Executive  Secretary 
Church  and  Social  Service 
Shelby  M.  Harrison,  Vice-Chairman 
Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  Executive  Secretary 
Rev.  F.  Ernest  Johnson,  Research  Secretary 
Church  and  Country  Life 
Gifford  Pinchot,  Chairman 
Rev.  Edmund  de  S.  Brunner,  Executive  See ’y 
Rev.  Charles  O.  Gill,  Field  Secretary 
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Christian  Education 
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Rev.  B.  S.  Winchester,  Acting  Secretary 
Internationa!  Justice  and  Goodwill 
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Rev.  Henry  A.  Atkinson,  Secretary 
Relations  with  the  Orient 
Rev.  William  I.  Haven,  Chairman 
Rev.  Sidney  L.  Gulick,  Secretary 
Relations  with  Franc©  and  Belgium 
Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  Chairman 
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William  Sloane  Coffin 

Chairman  Executive  Committee 
Editorial  Council  Religious  Press 
Rev.  E.  C.  Wareing,  Chairman 
Rev.  Jasper  T.  Moses,  Secretary 
PERMANENT  COMMITTEES! 

Foreign  Missions 

Rav.  William  I.  Chamberlain,  Chairman 
Home  Missions 

Bishop  John  M.  Moore,  Chairman 
Negro  Churches 

Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield,  Chairman 
Rbv.  Rodney  W.  Roundy,  Secretary 


My  dear  Dr.  Sneer; 

I  enclose  herewith  the  report  made  to 
your  Constituent  Body  which  has  Been  sent  to  the 
corresponding  official. 

You  are,  however,  requested,  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  other  denominational  associates  who 
were  appointed  in  connection  with  your  gathering,  to 
see  that  the  report  is  given  due  consideration  and 
especially  that  its  four  recommendations  are  acted 
upon. 

The  formal  representative  who  will  attend 
your  hody  to  represent  the  Federal  Council  is  Dean 
Herbert  L.  Willett,  19  South  La  Salle  Street,  Chicago, 
Illinois,  and  you  are  invited  to  see  that  he  gets  a  good 
hearing. 


Sincerely  yours. 


FILIHO  Ot-Pl 
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To  the  Constituent  Bodies  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America: 

The  progress  of  cooperation  and  federation  on  the  part  of  the 
Protestant  churches  has  been  greater  during  the  past  three  years  than 
during  all  the  preceding  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Council. 
The  activities  necessitated  by  the  war  have  contributed  to  this  end.  While 
due  to  special  exigencies,  they  were  carried  on  by  normal  processes  and 
thus  have  assumed  permanent  form  and  existence.  The  General  War-Time 
Commission  of  the  Churches,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Dr.  Robert  E. 
Speer,  adopted  policies  and  measures  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  sueli 
conservation.  Its  work  was  not  performed  in  an  independent  manner,  but, 
in  accordance  with  the  prevailing  policy  of  the  Council,  through  the  de¬ 
nominational  commissions  working  in  close  cooperation.  Perhaps  it  is  foi 
this  reason  that  the  magnitude  of  the  work  has  not  been  adequately  esti¬ 
mated.  It  appears  in  the  volume  issued  recently,  entitled  War-Time 
Agencies  of  the  Churches,”  which  is  hereby  submitted  as  a  part  of  this 
report  and  will  appear  still  more  fully  in  the  final  report  of  the  General 
War-Time  Commission  soon  to  be  issued. 

The  work  of  the  Commission  was  prosecuted  in  such  cooperative  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  other  departments  of  the  Federal  Council  that,  when  the 
war  was  ended,  the  Commission  was  ready  to  dissolve  and  leave  the  con¬ 
servation  of  its  work  to  the  permanent  body.  It  had  created  no  super¬ 
fluous  machinery.  The  carrying  on  of  the  service  thus  inherited  from 
the  War-Time  Commission  necessitated  some  reorganization  in  the  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  Council  and  also  a  greatly  increased  budget. 

The  enlarging  area  of  cooperation  has  so  extended  the  relationships 
of  the  Council,  and  its  increasing  responsibilities  have  necessitated  such 
immediate  action  on  important  measures,  that  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  reconstituted,  by  authorization  of  the  special  meeting  of 
the  Council  held  in  Cleveland  in  May,  1919.  It  had  become  obvious  that 
many  important  subjects  could  not  await  reference  to  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  meeting  annually,  and  yet  ought  not  to  be  dealt  with  by  a  sub¬ 
committee  of  the  Executive  Committee.  It  seemed  clear,  therefore,  that 
the  Administrative  Committee,  which  meets  each  month,  should  consist 
of  direct  representatives  of  the  constituent  denominations.  It  was  equally 
apparent  that,  in  the  interest  of  effectiveness  and  the  avoidance  of  duplica¬ 
tion,  various  other  bodies,  notably  the  Home  Missions  Council,  should  be 
in  constant  conference  with  the  Administrative  Committee. 

That  Committee  has,  therefore,  been  reconstituted  in  such  a  way  that 
it  now  includes  direct  representatives  officially  designated  by  the  appoint¬ 
ing  powers  of  the  constituent  denominations  and  of  representatives,  as 


affiliated  bodies,  of  the  Home  Missions  Council,  the  Council  of  Church  Boards  of  Education, 
Sunday  School  Council  of  Evangelical  Denominations,  Federation  of  Woman's  Boards  of 
Foreign  Missions  and  the  Council  of  Women  for  Home  Missions. 

Increasing  cooperation  has  also  developed  with  other  bodies  not  officially  constituted  by 
the  churches  and  yet  approved  by  them,  and  therefore  representatives  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  the  International  Committee  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations  and  the 
National  Board  of  the  Young  Women’s  Christian  Associations  have  been  added  to  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Committee.  Representatives  of  two  other  bodies  have  been  made  consultative  mem¬ 
bers:  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North 
America  and  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America.  The  Administrative  Committee 
of  the  Federal  Council  is,  therefore,  now  a  body  genuinely  representative  and  democratically 
and  effectively  constituted  to  consider  our  entire  range  of  Protestant  interests. 

The  various  commissions  and  other  committees  of  the  Council  are  being  similarly  recon¬ 
stituted  to  the  end  that  they  may  directly  represent  the  constituent  bodies.  The  commissions 
of  the  Council  are  of  two  kinds — those  which  coordinate  the  activities  of  existing  denominational 
agencies  and  those  which  carry  out  tasks  not  now  undertaken  by  other  agencies.  The  Com¬ 
mission  on  Evangelism,  for  example,  is  of  the  first  type,  being  organized  to  bring  together  for 
more  united  and  effective  action  the  official  representatives  of  the  committees  on  evangelism 
appointed  by  the  various  denominations.  The  Commission  on  Relations  with  the  Orient  is  an 
illustration  of  the  second  type,  dealing,  as  it  does,  with  a  sphere  of  Christian  interest  for  which 
special  denominational  agencies  do  not  exist.  In  the  case  of  commissions  of  this  latter  kind, 
where  there  are  no  corresponding  denominational  departments  to  be  represented,  it  is  none  the 
less  the  avowred  policy  of  the  Council  to  make  the  Commission  genuinely  representative  of  the 
whole  constituency. 

It  cannot  be  said  as  yet  that  the  cooperative  relationships  thus  provided  for  have  been  fully 
established  in  practice.  This  cooperation  is,  however,  proceeding  in  an  increasing  degree  as 
concrete  questions  arise,  and  the  Federal  Council  may  readily  be  made  a  body  fully  adequate 
to  all  of  the  interests  concerned  as  rapidly  as  the  constituent  elements,  denominational  and 
interdenominational,  may  find  it  desirable. 

The  whole  movement  for  Christian  cooperation  is  in  some  peril  at  the  present  moment  on 
account  of  confusion  resulting  from  the  many  different  and  generally  unrelated  movements  in 
its  interest.  The  sense  of  denominational  responsibility  in  the  constituent  bodies  of  the  Federal 
Council  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so  strong  as  at  the  present  moment  and  it  is  rapidly  deepen¬ 
ing.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  a  general  and  genuine  spirit  of  cooperation.  In  this  situation, 
characterized  by  more  or  less  confusion  resulting  from  the  fact  of  various  interdenominational 
and  union  movements,  the  Federal  Council  holds  a  strategic  position.  It  is  a  clearly  defined, 
solidly  constituted  organization  which  directly  represents  the  denominations  themselves.  For 
the  fullest  and  most  responsible  cooperation  such  a  representation  of  the  denominations  as 
corporate  entities  is  essential.  Upon  the  life  and  vigor  of  the  Federal  Council,  therefore,  the 
entire  cooperative  movement  seems  largely  to  depend.  What  the  Council  has  achieved  during 
the  past  decade  has  been  the  chief  factor  in  making  possible  other  cooperative  movements,  and 
it  continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in  conserving  the  work  of  those  movements.  It  is,  as 
our  religious  institutions  are  now  constituted,  the  backbone  of  the  whole  cooperative  undertak¬ 
ing.  Its  solid  foundation,  laid  by  the  official  action  of  the  denominations  themselves,  and  its 
steady  development,  puts  it  in  a  position  to  make  particularly  important  contributions  in  the 
interest  of  permanent  stability.  This  being  so,  the  immediate  future  of  the  Federal  Council  is 
of  the  highest  significance  to  the  Christian  world  at  large. 
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Structurally  and  constitutionally  the  Council  is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  denom¬ 
inational  bodies.  Its  powers  are  determined  by  the  denominations  themselves.  So  far  as  they 
are  willing  to  delegate  to  their  Council  additional  powers  or  responsibilities  it  is  in  a  position 
to  advance  into  expanding  spheres  of  service.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  should  be,  in 
the  last  analysis,  the  body  to  which  the  churches  should  look  for  permanent,  substantial  and 
wisely  considered  cooperation. 

Hence  the  strengthening  of  their  Federal  Council  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  tasks  today  before  the  constituent  bodies;  and  the  proper  relationship  between  the 
Council  and  the  other  permanent  and  established  interdenominational  organizations  affiliated 
and  cooperating  with  it,  or  which  should  be  affiliated  and  cooperating  with  it,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  considerations  before  the  entire  group  of  interdenominational  bodies. 

The  chief  need  at  the  present  moment  is  for  an  actual  intimacy  of  relationship  between  the 
denominations  and  their  Council  and,  through  the  Council,  between  the  higher  governing  bodies 
of  the  denominations  themselves,  such  as  has  been  provided  for  under  the  present  admmistra- 
tive  arrangements  of  the  Council. 

In  order  to  provide  for  the  expansion  of  this  common  work,  the  Council  is  increasing  the 
executive  staff  as  rapidly  as  the  resources  will  warrant  and  the  right  men  are  found.  Up  to 
the  present  the  work  has  been  accomplished  by  a  very  small  secretarial  force.  It  is  expected 
that  in  the  near  future  more  adequate  executive  organization  will  be  provided,  to  consist  of 
additional  general  secretaries  and  of  secretaries  for  certain  of  the  commissions  not  now  ade¬ 
quately  provided  for. 

The  recent  experience  through  which  the  nations  of  the  world  have  passed  has  emphasized 
the  necessity  of  cooperation  not  only  in  national  affairs  but  also  in  international  relationships 
in  every  sphere  of  human  activity.  This  should  be  true  of  the  Churches  above  all  other  institu¬ 
tions  In  the  face  of  the  new  situation  the  Federal  Council  has  entered  into  fraternal  and 
practical  relations  with  similar  federated  Chur'ch  bodies  in  European  countries.  The  coopera¬ 
tion  thus  far  undertaken  has  already  revealed  the  significance  of  the  Federal  Council,  as  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Protestant  forces  of  America,  not  only  in  the  religious  life  of  our  own  am 
but  in  relation  to  the  Christian  forces  of  the  world.  The  present  international  contacts,  devel¬ 
oped  largely  through  sympathetic  response  to  expressed  needs  of  our  sister  churches  m  Europe, 
clearly  indicate  the  importance  of  an  external  expression  of  the  spiritual  oneness  of  the  Church 

universal. 


THE  PRESENT  AREA  OF  SERVICE 

It  is  difficult  to  present  in  a  concise  report  the  present  scope  of  the  Council  s  woik  01  to 
Kive  an  adequate  comprehension  of  its  service.  The  appropriate  committees  of  the  constituent 
bodies  should  review  the  Annual  Reports  for  the  year  1919,  which  are  submitted  with  this  report. 

The  Central  Department,  at  the  National  Offices  in  New  York,  is  first  of  all  the  general 
correlating  and  guiding  agency  for  the  various  departments  and  commissions  whose  work  is 
considered  month  by  month  by  the  Administrative  Committee.  In  addition  to  this  the  Cent  a 
Department  administers  a  large  area  of  work  not  falling  to  the  commissions  and  departments 
or  relating  to  those  which  have  no  executive  secretaries.  One  of  its  most  important  tasks  at 
present  time  is  the  arrangement  for  the  proposed  preliminary  conference  at  Geneva,  m  August, 

1920,  looking  towards  an  Ecumenical  Conference  of  the  churches  of  the  world,  m  response  to 

requests  from  several  religious  bodies  in  Europe. 
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The  Washington  Office  has  recently  been  organized  in  a  manner  that  makes  it  an  effective 
headquarters  of  Protestant  interests  at  the  national  capital,  under  efficient  administrative  care, 
with  a  cooperating  committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  constituent  bodies.  At  the 
present  moment  one  of  the  outstanding  activities  is  that  carried  on  in  association  with  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments  in  their  program  of  Education  and  Character  Building.  The  same 
sort  of  appropriate  relationships  are  being  established  with  other  Departments  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

The  Commission  on  Interchurch  Federations  now  finds  a  well  prepared  field  ready  for  the 
establishment  of  organized  and  financially  supported  federations  in  local  communities,  its  work- 
being  limited  only  by  its  resources  in  the  way  of  men  and  funds  to  carry  out  its  plans.  Im¬ 
portant  City  Federations  have  been  established  during  the  year,  including  Boston  and  San 
Francisco.  There  are  now  44  Federations  with  headquarters  and  executive  secretaries. 

The  Commission  on  Evangelism  is  rapidly  taking  that  place  of  prominence  which  belongs  to 
it  and  is  developing  a  type  of  Evangelism  whose  results  are  permanent.  It  is  mainly  concerned 
with  pastoral  evangelism,  beginning  its  work  with  the  theological  seminaries,  by  whose  facul¬ 
ties  and  students  its  Secretary  has  been  warmly  welcomed.  The  Commission  has  initiated  a 
type  of .  evangelism,  known  as  simultaneous  evangelism,  which  is  proving  very  effective  in 
securing  permanent  results. 

The  Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service  is  a  body  which,  after  ten  years  of 
effective  work,  has  secured  in  large  measure  the  confidence  of  both  the  churches  and  of  various 
social  institutions.  It  has  proceeded  with  its  work  in  recognition  of  the  fact  that  the  churches 
are  made  up  of  men  and  women  of  all  forms  of  social  faith  from  the  most  conservative  to  the 
most  radical.  It  has  avoided  both  the  reactionary  and  the  spasmodic  tendencies  of  the  time 
and  lias  proceeded  along  the  line  of  the  more  patient  and  permanent  evolutionary  methods. 
No  similar  body  in  the  country  has  obtained  more  general  confidence  on  the  part  of  men  and 
women  who  believe  in  social  advance  through  the  persuasive  spirit  and  educational  methods  of 
the  Gospel. 

The  Commission  on  Christian  Education,  patiently  engaged  with  the  various  phases  of  its  task, 
lias  clearly  shown  the  need  of  closer  correlation  denominationally,  interdenominationally  and 
between  the  various  forms  and  institutions  for  Christian  Education. 

The  Commission  on  the  Church  and  Country  Life  has  recently  issued  a  volume  entitled 
“(>,000  Country  Churches,”  a  reliable  survey  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which,  in  itself,  indicates 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered  by  such  a  Commission  representing  the  churches.  It  has  been 
an  effective  informational  and  promoting  agency.  Its  staff  has  rendered  important  service  to 
the  Survey  Department  of  the  Interehurch  World  Movement. 

The  Commission  on  Temperance,  united  with  the  National  Temperance  Society,  under  new 
forms  of  activity,  is  cooperating  in  the  effort  to  make  prohibition  effective  by  continued  moral 
education  in  temperance,  to  which  is  now  added  education  in  law  and  order  without  which  the 
laws  themselves  can  avail  little.  It  has  recently  entered  into  cooperative  relations  for  the  prop¬ 
agation  of  temperance  work  throughout  the  world.  Measures  are  being  prosecuted  to  increase 
the  distribution  of  its  three  temperance  papers  for  adults,  young  people  and  children. 

The  Commission  on  Relations  ivith  the  Orient  is  a  most  expert  and  practical,  as  well  as  a 
most  idealistic  body,  dealing  with  our  relationships  with  the  people  of  the  East.  It  handles 
these  momentous  questions  in  a  representative  capacity  from  a  viewpoint  and  with  a  freedom 
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which  effectively  supplements  and  serves  the  foreign  mission  organizations.  Its  wise  and  effec 
tive  treatment  of  the  delicate  Korean  situation  is  a  striking  illustration. 

The  Commission  ou  1  ntcrnaiionul  Justice  and  Goodwill  was  the  first  body  of  its  kind  and 
was  in  large  measure  the  creator  of  other  bodies  which  have  now  developed  world  relationships 
among  the  churches  in  the  interest  of  its  task.  It  works  in  cooperation  with  these  bodies  and 
represented  the  Protestant  evangelical  churches  of  America  in  the  recent  international  gathering 
at  the  Hague. 

The  work  of  this  commission  necessitates  joint  arrangements  with  other  bodies,  illustrated 
by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ministerial  Exchange,  which  was  instituted  by  the  Federal  Council 
for  the  exchange  of  visiting  ministers  and  laymen  between  the  churches  of  our  owu  and 
foreign  nations. 

As  important  occasions  arise,  committees  are  appointed  under  the  authorization  of  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Committee  of  the  Council,  such  as  the  Committee  on  Relations  with  Mexico,  whose 
utterances  are  said  to  have  had  wide  effect  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  in  shaping  the  thought  of 
our  own  people  and  their  representative  officials. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  acts  in  cooperation  with  the  Committee  of  Reference 
and  Counsel  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference,  to  forward  movements  of  cooperation  and 
unity,  and  especially,  by  its  annual  reviews,  to  keep  before  the  churches  the  attainments  alieady 
made  in  missionary  federation,  cooperation  and  unity. 

The  Commission  on  Relations  with  France  and  Belgium,  and  the  less  official  committees 
which  preceded  it,  have  received  from  the  constituent  denominations  and  direct  individual 
contributions,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  about  $750,000,  and  during  the  year  1919  about 
$245,000. 

It  brings  together  the  constituent  bodies  having  work  or  related  work  in  France  and  Belgium 
for  cooperative  service  in  these  countries  and  enlists  the  interest  of  other  denominations  in  an 
evangelical  work  which  is  most  strategic  for  Christianity  throughout  the  world. 

The  Commission  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies  in  Europe  is  now  in  close  fellowship 
with  federal  councils,  federations  and  similar  joint  bodies  in  practically  all  European  countries 
and  will,  during  the  coming  summer,  send  commissioners  to  visit  and  confer  with  our  various 
sister  churches  in  Europe. 

The  Commission  is  in  receipt  of  appreciative  words  from  several  of  these  federated  bodies 
recognizing  the  influence  of  the  Federal  Council  in  inducing  or  assisting  cooperative  movements 
in  these  other  nations. 

It  is  perhaps  not  impossible  that  the  hope  expressed  by  the  recent  commissioner  from  the 
Swiss  churches  may  be  realized,  of  forming  a  real  World  Federation  of  Federations,  or  at  least 
one  which  shall  bind  together  the  European  and  American  evangelical  bodies. 

This  Commission  is  endeavoring  to  stimulate  the  work  of  physical  relief  in  the  needy  Emo- 
pean  countries,  as  well  as  the  relief  of  suffering  churches. 

The  Committee  on  the  War  and  the  Religious  Outlook  is  issuing  several  volumes  which  will 
be  of  the  highest  importance  in  interpreting  the  influence  of  the  war  upon  religion  and  the 
present  tasks  of  the  churches,  among  which  will  be  one  on  the  present  status  and  the  future 
development  of  Christian  cooperation  and  unity. 

While  this  Committee  is  now  completing  the  particular  task  entrusted  to  it,  the  actual  work 
will  be  continued  under  the  direct  guidance  of  the  Council,  its  work  having  demonstrated  the 
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necessity  for  the  constant  study  of  the  common  movements  of  the  churches  and  their  inter¬ 
pretation  to  the  churches. 

The  Committee  on  Negro  Churches,  functioning  during  the  war  as  the  Committee  on  the 
Welfare  of  Negro  Troops,  rendered  impoi-tant  service  in  the  camps  and  abroad  and,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Home  Missions  Council,  is  working  with  the  approval  and 
appreciation  of  our  colored  brethren. 

The  Committee  on  the  Mayflower  Tercentenary,  appointed  by  the  Administrative  Committee, 
has  initiated  the  American  Mayflower  Council,  which  has  become  a  comprehensive  body  to  insure 
an  adequate  celebration  of  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  in  its  religious  and  spiritual  significance. 
This  Council  is  cooperating  with  similar  bodies  in  Great  Britain  and  Holland. 

The  Quadrennial  meeting  of  the  Council  in  Boston  in  December  will  be  characterized  by  a 
special  observance  of  the  Tercentenary  in  which  it  is  expected  that  practically  all  the  Protestant 
evangelical  bodies  will  unite. 

The  Editorial  Council  of  the  Religious  Press,  organized  by  the  Department  of  Religious  Pub¬ 
licity,  has  brought  together  practically  all  of  the  editors  of  the  religious  papers  and  has  been 
duly  recognized  as  a  Commission  of  the  Council  under  authority  of  the  special  meeting  at  Cleve¬ 
land  in  May. 

The  various  lines  of  activity,  stimulated  and  enlarged  by  the  war  and  which  could  only  be 
gradually  diverted  into  the  various  Commissions  of  the  Council,  have  been  cared  for  by  a  Con¬ 
tinuation  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  War  -  Time  Commission  when  it  went  out  of 
existence. 

This  review  forbids  any  attempt  to  give  record  of  the  almost  daily  incidental  service  ren¬ 
dered  by  the  Council  in  matters  such  as  war  relief  and  other  general  matters.  This  is  largely 
rendered  through  the  Printing  and  Publication  Department  which  is  the  cooperative  workshop 
of  the  Protestant  churches. 

Various  committees  are  appointed  from  time  to  time  to  meet  special  needs  that  appear,  such 
as  the  Committee  on  Religious  Work  in  the  Canal  Zone. 

There  has  been  brought  together  a  group  of  interdenominational  bodies  to  consider  again  the 
question  of  a  common  building  in  New  York. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  following  volumes,  for  more  detailed  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  work  of  the  Council: 

“Volume  of  Annual  Reports  for  1919” 

“War  Time  Agencies  of  the  Churches” 

“The  Year  Book  of  the  Churches” 

“6,000  Country  Churches” 

The  first  three  volumes  of  the  Committee  on  the  War  and  the  Religious  Outlook,  as 
follows:  “A  Bibliography  on  the  War  and  Religion”;  “Religion  Among  American 
Men;  As  Revealed  by  a  Study  of  Conditions  in  the  Army”;  “The  Missionary  Out¬ 
look  in  the  Light  of  the  War.” 

As  our  constituent  bodies  review  the  work  of  the  Council  we  venture  to  call  attention  to 
the  care  which  lias  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  frequently  enunciated  policy  of  never  setting¬ 
up  a  new  piece  of  machinery  when  the  matter  under  consideration  could  be  carried  out  in 
cooperation  with  a  body  already  in  existence.  Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  one  of  the  most 
important  functions  of  the  Federal  Connell  is  that  of  studying  the  whole  field  and  of  allocating 
common  service,  not  only  to  its  own  departments  but  to  various  other  bodies,  in  the  interest  of 
effectiveness  and  the  avoidance  of  duplication.  This  is  of  the  highest  importance  at  the  present 
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moment  when  the  danger  must  be  clearly  recognized  of  the  multiplication  of  federative  organ¬ 
izations.  The  Council  often  initiates  movements  which  are  not  organically  connected  with  it  but 
which  take  wider  scope,  in  cooperation  with  other  bodies,  such  for  example,  as  the  American 
Mayflower  Council. 

FINANCIAL  RESOURCES 

The  Federal  Council  finds  itself  under  obligation  to  call  to  the  attention  of  its  constituent 
bodies  the  necessity  for  permanent  financial  support. 

The  present  denominational  apportionments,  amounting  to  a  total  of  about  $12,000  a  year, 
were  determined  upon  when  the  total  budget  of  the  Council  was  about  $20,000. 

The  budget  for  the  present  year  is  a  little  over  $300,000,  of  which  about  $50,000  is  prac¬ 
tically  assured  from  contributions  on  the  part  of  constituent  and  cooperating  bodies. 

The  increase  in  the  budget  has  been  partly  due  to  normal  expansion  and  partly  to  the  per¬ 
manent  activities  developed  during  the  war.  The  General  War-Time  Commission  turned  over 
to  the  Council  and  its  other  Commissions  a  large  amount  of  work  which  required  permanent 
activity,  without,  however,  being  able  to  hand  over  the  necessary  resources  beyond  those  re¬ 
quired  to  complete  obligations  incurred  and  finish  work  which  belonged  to  it,  because  the  War¬ 
time  Commission  itself  had  been  largely  supported  from  the  denominational  commissions 
which  themselves  went  out  of  existence. 

The  funds,  other  than  the  small  denominational  apportionments,  have  been  secured  in  the 
main  from  personal  contributions  from  about  ten  thousand  individuals  interested  in  the  work 
of  the  Council. 

The  situation  has  been  complicated  by  the  denominational  campaigns  associated  in  the  In¬ 
terchurch  World  Movement,  because  our  individual  givers  have  assumed  that  these  campaigns 
were  covering  the  whole  field  of  both  denominational  and  interdenominational  work.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  inter  church  World  Movement  points  out  the 
difficulty : 

“The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  recognizes  the  difficulty 
caused  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  by  the  financial  campaign.  Near 
the  beginning  of  the  Movement  the  following  article  in  a  mutually  accepted  statement  of  cooper¬ 
ative  principles  was  agreed  upon: 

‘In  its  financial  campaign  the  Interohurch  World  Movement  should  take  into 
account  its  effect  on  the  financial  support  of  the  Federal  Council  and  arrangements 
should  be  made  whereby  the  Federal  Council  should  be  protected.’ 

“The  Executive  Committee  regrets  that  under  the  limitations  specified  by  some  of  the  de¬ 
nominational  bodies,  no  provision  could  be  made  for  this  important  matter  by  the  Intercliurch 
World  Movement  itself  and  that  no  specific  or  adequate  provision  was  made  in  the  denomi¬ 
national  budgets,  with  one  or  two  exceptions. 

“The  support  of  the  Federal  Council  is  almost  entirely  by  individual  subscriptions,  and  it 
was  inevitable  that  a  considerable  amount  hitherto  contributed  to  the  Federal  Council  should 
be  absorbed  into  the  funds  raised  by  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  campaign.  Experience 
proves  this  to  be  the  case. 

“The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Intercliurch  World  Movement,  therefore,  requests  the  con¬ 
stituent  denominations  of  the  Federal  Council,  the  denominational  campaign  committees  and  the 
individual  supporters  of  the  Federal  Council  to  assist  in  adjusting  this  matter  for  the  present  year. 
The  Executive  Committee  itself  will  do  whatever  may  be  recommended  by  the  denominational 
assemblies. 

“Tiie  foregoing  action  is  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Intercliurch  World  Move¬ 
ment  with  double  readiness,  because  it  recognizes  the  effective  and  hearty  cooperation  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Council,  as  well  as  its  staff,  and  because  it  fully  recognizes  the  necessity  of  making  ade¬ 
quate  provision  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Federal  Council  which  lias  been  approved 
by  the  churches  and  which  is  indispensable  to  their  interests.” 
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This  matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  denominational  representatives  on  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee  of  the  Council,  who  have  been  requested  to  make  it  the  subject  of  consultation 
with  the  constituent  bodies. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  portion  of  the  budget  covering  the  Central  Department,  the 
Washington  Office  and  the  Religious  Publicity  Service,  amounting  to  about  $150,000,  be  sup¬ 
plied,  so  far  as  possible,  by  denominational  apportionment,  leaving  the  work  of  the  Commis¬ 
sions  to  be  provided  for  by  apportionments  of  the  corresponding-  denominational  organizations 
when  possible  and  by  personal  contributions  to  be  secured  by  the  Administrative  Committee. 

We  recognize  that  the  denominational  bodies  vary  in  the  amount  of  their  resources  to  an 
extent  that  does  not  altogether  accord  with  the  size  of  their  membership,  and  will  therefore 
endeavor  to  adjust  the  situation  in  accordance  with  whatever  action  the  several  constituent 
bodies  may  be  able  to  take. 

It  is  our  belief  that  a  much  larger  share  of  the  budget  ought  to  be  provided  by  apportion¬ 
ment,  especially  in  view  of  the  situation  created  by  the  present  denominational  campaigns 
associated  with  the  Interchurch  World  Movement.  Arrangements  might  be  made  whereby 
denominational  budgets  should  include  an  item  for  interdenominational  obligations,  out  of 
which  apportionments  to  the  Federal  Council  could  be  made. 

We  trust,  however,  that  for  the  present  year  1920,  owing  to  the  unusual  situation  created  by 
the  denominational  campaigns  in  the  Interchurch  World  Movement,  such  response  will  be  made 
as  will  tide  over  the  present  emergency. 

RELATIONS  WITH  OTHER  COOPERATIVE  MOVEMENTS 

Since  the  last  report  of  the  Federal  Council  to  its  constituent  bodies,  the  Interchurch  World 
Movement  has  developed,  growing  out  of  a  practical  emergency  largely  occasioned  by  the  several 
denominational  forward  movements,  to  survey  their  fields  and  to  secure  the  resources  necessary 
to  an  occupation  of  them. 

There  has  been  more  or  less  constant  consultation  between  the  official  representatives  of  the 
Interelmrch  World  Movement  and  the  Federal  Council,  and  more  particularly  between  the 
General  Secretaries  of  the  Movement  and  of  the  Council.  The  Council’s  staff  of  secretaries  and 
its  machinery  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  in  hearty 
goodwill,  in  all  those  matters  authorized  by  constituent  denominations  of  the  Council. 

While  there  has  thus  been  as  much  consultation  as  the  pressing  immediateness  of  the  Inter- 
church  World  Movement  would  permit,  and  while  there  has  been,  we  think,  tire  fullest  possible 
cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Council,  it  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  there  has  been 
no  duplication,  either  of  organization  or  of  practical  work. 

The  Interchurch  World  Movement  arose  out  of  a  special  exigency,  to  meet  special  conditions 
and  to  do  a  particular  task.  It  is  now  highly  essential  that  wise  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  conservation  of  all  permanent  results. 


Another  movement  that  has  appeared  since  the  last  report  of  the  Federal  Council  is  the 
proposal  of  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  of  the  Interchurch  Council  on  Organic  Union. 

Your  Administrative  Committee  fully  recognizes  that  the  Federal  Council  is  concerned 
solely  with  denominational  cooperation  and  has  no  warrant  to  take  up  the  question  of  organic 
union  unless  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  constituent  bodies.  Inasmuch  as  the  proposals  of  the 
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Ad  Interim  Committee  have  been  brought  before  the  Federal  Council  they  are  referred  to  you 
for  careful  consideration  as  to  how  they  may  best  be  treated  in  the  light  of  all  the  interests 
concerned. 

We  should  assume  that,  if  certain  of  our  constituent  bodies  should  choose  to  enter  into 
organic  union  or  unions,  the  newly  formed  body  or  bodies  would  continue  to  be  constituents  of 
the  Federal  Council,  in  order  to  preserve  relationship  with  the  other  evangelical  bodies  which 
may  not  elect  to  adopt  the  principles  of  organic  union. 


In  the  midst  of  this  situation,  when  so  much  careful  thought  is  necessary,  we  would  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  two  committees  giving'  earnest  study  to  the  whole  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  future  of  Christian  cooperation — a  committee  appointed  by  Hie  Committee  on  the 
War  and  the  Religious  Outlook,  independent  of  relations  to  the  Federal  Council  or  other  organi¬ 
zations,  composed  of  a  few  representative  men  in  whom  the  various  churches  repose  confidence, 
to  deal  with  the  underlying  principles;  and  a  committee  appointed  by  order  of  the  Federal 
Council  to  consider  particularly  the  practical  steps  that  the  existing  situation  demands.  The 
Committee  on  the  War  and  the  Religious  Outlook  is  expected  to  submit  its  report  by  the  end 
of  the  summer.  The  committee  of  the  Federal  Council  is  to  report  at  the  Quadrennial  Meeting 
of  the  Council  in  December. 


In  concluding  this  report  we  would  make  certain  suggestions  for  definite  action  by  the 
constituent  bodies. 

I.  We  urge  that  in  filling  vacancies  or  electing  new  members  to  the  Federal  Council  due 
thought  he  given  to  the  selection  of  members  who  will  be  sure  of  attending  the  important  Quad¬ 
rennial  Meeting  in  December  and  who  will  be  thoroughly  representative  of  all  the  great 
interests  concerned. 

II.  Since  these  interests  are  not  only  nation-wide  but  of  world-wide  significance,  we  invite 
your  special  interest  in  the  proposed  Ecumenical  Conference.  In  appointing  the  preliminary 
Committee  on  the  Conference,  authorization  was  asked  of  such  appointing  bodies  as  were  avail¬ 
able.  We  now  ask  that  our  constituent  bodies  definitely  appoint  either  the  present  members  or 
others,  in  order  that,  after  the  proposed  preliminary  conference  at  Geneva,  that  committee  may 
be  in  a  position  to  report  back  the  findings  to  our  constituent  bodies  for  approval. 

III.  We  request  your  careful  consideration  of  an  increased  financial  apportionment  to  the 
Federal  Council  in  view  of  its  increased  responsibilities. 

IV.  We  recommend  that  you  authorize  the  Federal  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  which 
shall  be  fully  representative  of  its  constituent  bodies  and  whose  members  shall  be  selected  with 
the  approval  of  their  appointing  powers,  to  enter  into  conference  with  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  and  to  hold  such  other  conferences  as  may  be 
found  necessary,  with  a  view  to  recommending  the  wisest  procedure  in  the  interest  of  the 
cooperative  movement  as  a  whole. 

For  the  sake  of  making  the  largest  impact  upon  our  American  life  and  for  the  sake  of  join¬ 
ing  with  Christians  of  other  lands  in  the  world  task  of  the  whole  Church,  the  cooperative  rela¬ 
tionships  of  the  churches  must  be  brought  to  the  point  of  maximum  effectiveness.  This,  we 
believe,  can  be  brought  about  only  as  the  churches  are  themselves  represented  in  a  democratic 
way  in  such  a  body  as  the  Federal  Council  which  they  have  created.  In  its  coming  into  being, 
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in  its  increasing  development,  in  its  potential  significance  for  the  future,  we  see  the  Spirit  of 
the  Living  God  at  work  in  His  Church. 

In  all  these  matters  that  affect  our  interdenominational  life  we  are,  however,  not  concerned 
with  organizations  in  themselves  or  with  questions  of  priority  and  prerogative.  The  organiza¬ 
tion  is  only  a  means  to  an  end.  Our  sole  concern  is  for  the  fullest  possible  cooperation,  and  for 
that  only  because  we  regard  it  as  absolutely  indispensable  to  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God.  To  feel  the  continued  guidance  of  His  Spirit  in  all  the  problems  and  tasks  that  lie 
ahead  is  our  one  great  and  constant  need. 


By  order  of  the  Administrative  Committee, 


Howard  B.  Grose  (Baptist  Churches  North) 

W.  II.  Jernagin  (National  Baptist  Convention) 
Rivington  i).  Lord  (Free  Baptist  Convention) 

F.  G.  Coffin  (Christian  Church) 

Henry  Beets  (Christian  Reformed  Church  in  North 
America) 

William  Harris  Guyer  (Churches  of  God  in  North 
America  (General  Eldership) 

Harry  R.  Miles  (Congregational  Churches) 

Finis  S.  Idleman  (Disciples  of  Christ) 

Errol  D.  Peckham  (Friends)  • 

William  E.  Bourquin  (Evangelical  Synod  of  North 
America) 

S.  C.  Breyfogel  (Evangelical  Association) 

Luther  B.  Wilson  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
Frank  M.  Thomas  (Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South ) 

John  Hurst  (African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
Henry  J.  Callis  (African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church ) 


N.  C.  Cleaves  (Colored  Methodist  Episcopal  Church) 
Lyman  E.  Davis  (Methodist  Protestant  Church) 

Marry  E.  Stocker  (Moravian  Church) 

William  H.  Roberts  (Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
U.  S.  A.) 

Albert  S.  Johnson  (Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.) 
E.  Humphries  (Primitive  Methodist  Church) 

John  M.  Glenn  (Protestant  Episcopal  Commission 
on  Christian  Unity) 

I.  W.  Gowen  (Reformed  Church  in  America) 

Rufus  W.  Miller  (Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S.) 
Robt.  L.  Rudolph  (Reformed  Episcopal  Church) 

L.  A.  Benson  (Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  General 
Synod ) 

George  B.  Shaw  (Seventh  Day  Baptist  Church) 

George  M.  Mathews  (United  Brethren  Church) 

IT.  F.  Swengel  (United  Evangelical  Church) 

R.  A.  Hutchison  (United  Presbyterian  Church) 

R.  E.  Williams  (Welsh  Presbyterian  Church) 


Denominational  Representatives  of  the  Administrative  Committee 


Albert  G.  Lawson,  Chairman 
George  U.  Wenner,  Vice-Chairman 
Robert  E.  Speer,  Vice-Chairman 


Frank  Mason  North,  President 

James  I.  Vance,  Chairman  Executive  Committee 


May  1,  1920. 


JOHN  R.  MOTT,  Chairman  Executive  Committee 


WILLIAM  B:  MILLAR.  Secretary 

/■Vvv' 


PTOKBF  M.  FOWLES, '  rreasurer 

FILING 


Interchurch  World  Movement  dec^ 

S  2TC  flPcTV 


OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


SURVEY  DEPAR 
-■894'BRCMD'WAT 


DoBVifth  Avenue. 


FRED  P.  HAGGARD,  Director 
J.  F.  ZIMMERMAN,  Assistant 


Dec. 22/20. 


The  Reverend  Dr. Robert  E. Speer,  President, 

The  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Chirst  in  America, 


Dear  Dr. Speer;  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  you  to  ask  whether  in 
the  expanded  program  of  the  Federal  Council  it  is  contemplated  to  establish  a 
Commission  or  Department  which  shall  deal  with  the  relationship  of  the  Christian 
Churches  in  America  to  matters  of  public  Health  and  closely  allied  topics. 

Such  a  Commission  perhaps  to  be  known  as  the  Commission  on  the  Conservation  of 
Human  Life  or  the  Human  Life  Conservation  Department  or  Commission  and  to  deal 

_  m-  --  nn  »ii« .. irnrMmunfTiMn— mrirmyi — — •,  

with  matters  of  health  Conditions  in  America  and  throughout  the  world, for  with 
increasing  commerce  between  nations  the  diseases  of  the  world  are  likely  to  become 
increasingly  menacing^at  least, to  the  people  of  the  Vi ted  States  and  requiring 


more  and  more  careful  attention.  . 

As  perhaps  you  may  know  under  the  Medical  section  o_  the  Foreign 

Dr. David  Bovaird  acting  as  Director 


Survey  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  - 

and  myself, associated  with  him  in  making  our  survey  of  Hospitals , dispensaries , 
Medical  mis sionaries , nurses , etc. in  the  usual  formal  way  were  soon 

and  in  line  with  progressive  medicine  to  take  up  a 
well  as  curative  medicine  and  to  study  these 
how  unsatisfactory  and  in  complete  is  all  data 
leading  to  the  spread  of  preventive  medicine  in  the 
and  personal  hygiene  and  social  and  inaustrial  hygiene 
attention  to  what  was  being  done  in  this  country  as  well 
touch  with  the  U.S. Public  Health  Service  and  the 
of  Hew  Y0rk  and  those  of  other  States  and  we 
to  recognize  from  the  statements  of  those  in  charge  of  these  Services  and 

intermediary  agency  to  function  between  the 
Government , the  States  and  Cities  ana  the  Christian 

matters  'of  great  value  to  church  people  and  the  people 
c*fed  concerning  very  latest  developments  for 
In  other  words  it  did  not  seem  any  direct 
and  the  Christian  Churches  existed  and  there 


led  because  of 

J.  OUO  jU  u  V/  #  —  — -  o 

the  necessities  of  the  case 
consideration  of  preventive  as 
agencies  as  well, only  to  discover 
but  also  the  various  measures 
way  of  sanitation, public 
and  at  once  turned  our 
as  abroad.  This  put  us  in. 

Health  Boards  of  the  State  and  City 
were  led 

Boards  that  there  was  and  Is  no 
Health  Departments  of  our. 

Churches  by  means  of  which 
of  various  communities  might  be  ith? 
the  physical  welfare  of  the  people. 

medium  between  health  authorities  to 

was  a  consequent  failure  on  the  part  of  both  Church  and  Government  to  secure  the 

best  results.  .  ,  ,  ,  .  ,  .  ,  , 

Results  which  might  be  achieved  if  such  an  agency  existed  and  which  might 
be  accomplished  through  the  establishment  of  such®  Commission. 
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Dr. Robert  E. Speer. 


The  value  to  the  Churches  of  such  an  agency  is  undoubted. 


The  value  to  the  Government  of  such  an  agency  is  considered  by  those  in 
charge  of  such  affairs  as  very  great  and  helping  to  solve  a  very  serious  problem. 

Its  value  to  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  as  it  deals  with  the 
world  situation  is  also  worthy  of  very  careful  consideration. 

The  number  of  medical  men  and  women  in  missionary  work  is  not  large  and  Dr. 
Bovaird  has  f.elb  that  an  interchange  of  experiences  and  the  giving  to  these  men 
and  women  thh^r&sults  of  medical  investigations  and  surgical  developments  and 
the  very  latest  methods  of  sanitation  and  practice  of  hygiene  and  rece  iving  from 
them  data  concerning  their  own  far  fields  of  labor  might  result  in  great  mutual 
benefit  as  ’■'ell  as  help  to  humanity. 

It  is  clearly  manifest  that  no  one  at  least  in  the  realm  of  medical  science 
is  more  unselfishly  humanitarian  in  view  and  practice  than  the  men  and  women  who 

are  working  as  medical  missionaries  and  that  they  should  have  all  the  aid  and  com¬ 

fort  which  can  be  given  them  as  well  as  encouragement  is  equally  clear. 

This  could  be  done  in  a  measure  by  letting  them  know  in  a  systematic  way  what 
is  being  done  by  our  own  Government  in  its  latest  methods  for  caring  for  the 
welfare  of  human  life  and  raising  it  to  its  greatest  value  and  efficiency. 

The  day  is  over  when  men  religiously  ignore!  the  physical  claims  of  our 
beino-  and  ever  increasing  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  care  of  the  body 
as  the  physical  basis  for  the  highest  and  best  development  of  mind, spirit  and  soul. 

As  Senator  Harding  said  in  a  recent  address  given  before  the  Child  Life 
Conservation  League  at  its  convention  held  in  Marion, Ohio,  stressing  first  of  all 
as  he  did  the  need  of  a  revival  of  the  religious  spirit  and  certain  fundamentals 

truths  of  life, duty  and  destiny  and  showing  the  very  great  value  of  these,, 

continued"But  let  us  keep  ever  in  mind  that  the  higher  and  finer  attributes  of 
humanity  will  rarely  be  developed  from  a  human  seedling  planted  in  a  soil  adapted  » 
chiefly  to  the  production  of  that  which  is  selfish  and  sordid, in  which  it  will  be 
forced  by  stress  of  circumstances  to  struggle  unduly  for  the  bare  achievement  of 
continuing  existence.  We  will  not  grow  strong  minds  in  unsound  bodies, nor 

may  we  hope  that  illuminated  souls  will  seek  habitation  in  human  frames  toimred 
by  disease , malformation  or  mal  nutrition." 


I  do  not  wish  to  take  your  time  by  any  arguments  in  favor  of  such  a 
Commission. 


questions, 


It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  its  work  runs  athwart  no  vexed  social 
All  will  readily  agree  as  to  its  value  when  once  clearly  presented. 


Workingman  and  employer,  poor  and  rich  alike  recognize  the  value  of  those 
factors  which  make  for  good  health  for  them  selves  and  their  families  creating 
thereby  greater  contentment  and  happiness  and  promoting  greater  efficiency  and 
power  o  productiveness  with  less  economic  and  industrial  wastage. 

The  crank! ^erman,Krank, sick)  is  never  a  well , sane , evenly  balanced  man  in  anything 
and  one  mission  of  the  Christian  Church  following  out  the  Christ  methoa  is  to 
make  him  a  well  man  and  whole  so  far  as  possible  and  keep  his  progeny  from 

hereditary  defects.  .  . 

The  expenses  of  such  a  Commission  or  Department  under  wise  economical  man¬ 
agement  need  not  be  great  and  should  not  be  a  factor  against  its  creation, 

I  hope  that  I  have  not  taken  too  much  of  your  time  in  this  suggestion 
and  that  you  will  give  it  some  consideration 


ry  sincerely,  t 

Foreign  Medical  Survey , Interchurch  World  Movement, 


J.MacM./M. J. 


16o  Fifth  Avenue. 
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Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ 


Baptist  Churches,  North 
National  Baptist  Convention 
Free  Baptist  Churches 
Christian  Church 
Christian  Reformed  Church 
in  North  America 
Churches  of  God  in  N.  A. 

(General  Eldership) 
Congregational  Churches 


Disciples  of  Christ 
Friends 

Evangelical  Synod  of  N.  A. 
Evangelical  Association 
Lutheran  Church,  General  Synod 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
African  M.  E.  Church 
African  M.  E.  Zion  Church 


Colored  M.  E.  Church  in  America 
Methodist  Protestant  Church 
Moravian  Church 

Presbyterian  Chureh  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  (South) 
Primitive  Methodist  Church 
Protestant  Episcopal  Commissions  on 

Christian  Unity  and  Social  Service 
Reformed  Church  in  America 


in  America  £ 

Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S. 
Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
General  Synod 

Seventh  Day  Baptist  Churches 
United  Brethren  Church 
United  Evangelical  Church 
United  Presbyterian  Church 
Welsh  Presbyterian  Church 
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NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING,  105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 


Cable  Address*  Fedcal  Telephone  Gramercy  3475 


Rev.  Frank  Mason  North.  President 
Rev.  E.  B.  Sanford,  Honorary  Secretary 
Rev.  Rivinqton  D.  Lord,  Recording  Secretary 
Alfred  R.  Kimball,  Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE* 

Rev.  James  I.  Vance,  Chairman 
Henry  M.  Beardsley,  Vice-Chairman 


ADMINISTRATIVE  COMMITTEE 
Rev.  Albert  G.  Lawson.  Chairman 
Rev.  G.  U.  WENNER,  Vice-Chairman 
Robert  E.  Speer,  Vice-Chairman 


Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland,  General  Secretary 
Rev.  Roy  B.  Guild,  Secretary 
Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  Secretary 
Rev.  Sidney  L.  Gulick,  Secretary 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Goodell,  Secretary 
Rev.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert 
Associate  Secretary 
Caroline  W.  Chase 

Assistant  to  the  General  Secretary 


CHICAGO  OFFICE* 

Rev.  Herbert  L.  Willett.  Representative 
19  South  La  Salle  Street 
Chicago,  Ill. 

WASHINGTON  COMMITTEE* 

General  Committee  on  Army 
and  Navy  Chaplains 

937  Woodward  Building 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Bishop  William  F.  McDowell.  Chairman 
Rev.  E.  O.  Watson,  Secretary 

HOME  MISSIONS  COUNCIL 
(Affiliated  Body) 

Rbv.  Charles  L.  Thompson,  President 
Rev.  Alfred  Wms.  Anthony,  Executive  Secretary 

PERMANENT  COMMISSIONS* 
Inter-Church  Federation* 

(State  and  Local) 

Fred  B.  Smith,  Chairman 
Rev.  Roy  B.  Guild,  Executive  Secretary 
Evangelism 
James  M.  Speers,  Chairman 
Rev.  Charles  L.  Goodell,  Executive  Secretary 
Church  and  Social  Service 
Shelby  M.  Harrison,  Vice-Chairman 
Rev.  Worth  M.  Tippy,  Executive  Secretary 
Rev.  F.  Ernest  Johnson,  Research  Secretary 
Church  and  Country  Life 
Gifford  Pinchot,  Chairman  t 

Rev.  Edmund  be  S.  Brunner,  Executive  See  y 
Rev.  Charles  O.  Gill,  Field  Secretary 
Temperance 

Carl  E.  Milli&en,  Chairman 

Christian  Education 


John  H.  Finley,  Chairman 
Rev.  B.  S.  Winchester,  Acting  Secretary 
International  Justice  and  Goodwill 
PrBI.  W.  H.  P.  Faunce,  Chairman 
Rev.  Henry  A.  Atkinson.  Secretary 
Relations  with  the  Orient 
Rev.  William  I.  Haven.  Chairman 
Rev.  Sidney  L.  Gulick,  Secretary 
Relations  with  France  and  Belgium 
Rev.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  Chairman 
Relations  with  Religious  Bodies 
in  Europe 


Rev.  Nehemiah  Boynton,  Chairman 
William  Sloans  Coffin 

Chairman  Executive  Committee 


Editorial  Council  Religious  Press 
Rev.  E.  C.  Warring,  Chairman 
Rev.  Jasper  T.  Moses,  Secretary 

PERMANENT  COMMITTEES* 
Foreign  Missions 

Rev.  William  I.  Chamberlain,  Chairman 


Home  Missions 


Bishop  John  M.  Moore,  Chairman 

Negro  Churches 

Bishop  Wilbur  P.  Thirkield,  Chairman 
Rev.  Rodney  W.  Roundy,  Secretary 


£041-5th.-Ave • , 
Uov.8.1920 


Dear  Dr . Speer : 

This  note  is  in  the  event  that  I 
fail  to  speak  with  you  this  morning. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Dr. Charles 
I. White  is  so  important  to  us  at  this  juncture 
that  I  hope  it  may  he  possible  for  you  to  comply 

with  his  suggestion. 

Inter  no^sjit  may  he  known  to  you 
that  Dr. White  and  Mr. Richardson  are  Cousins  and 
live  near  together  in  Brooklyn  so  that  He  is  able 
to  know  of  some  possible  actions  that  the  rest  ox  us 
might  not  know  at  least  so  soon. 

With  every  best  wish  for  you  in  all 
your  many-sided  service  for  the  Kingdom  I  am, 

« 

YOURS , 


PHONE  MADISON  8Q.  7215 


North  America  for  Christ 


CABLE  ADDRESS*.  ABHOM1S 


$1,000,000 

NEEDED  ANNUALLY 

A  FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


“I  give  and  bequeath  to  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Mission 
Society,  formed  in  the  year  1832, 

the  sum  of  $ . for  the 

general  purposes  of  said  society.” 

ANNUITIES 

Annuity  agreements  written  for 
any  amount  yielding  4  to  9 
per  cent,  according  to  age. 


Ammratt  Saptiat  Ifmtt?  iHtsatatt  Suru'tg 

Established  1832  Incorporated  in  New  York  1843 

23  East  26th  Street,  New  York 

Charles  L.  White,  Executive  Secretary 
Samuel  Bryant,  Treasurer 


To  4 
/ 


ACTIVITIES  and 
FIELDS 


Missions,  Evangelism,  Educa¬ 
tion,  Community  Service, 
Church  and  Parsonage  Erec¬ 
tion. 

Frontier,  Rural  Communities, 
Cities,  Industrial  Centers, 
Foreign  Speaking  Groups, 
Indians,  Negroes,  Latin 
America. 

Over  1000  Missionaries  speaking 
27  American,  European, 
Asiatic  Languages. 


Novemoer  fourth  1^20 


105  East  Twenty-second  Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Lawson: 


Mr.  Richaruson  writes  "I  duly  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter  with  reference  to  the  desirability 
of  having  Mr.  Rockefeller,  Jr.  at  some  meetings  of 
the  Federal  Council  in  Boston  in  December.  I  am  pre¬ 
suming  that  tnis  is  a  preliminary  matter  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  that  some  definite  request,  if  that  is  desir¬ 
able,  will  be  presented  to  Mr.  Rockefeller."  In 

view  of  the  probability  that  an  arrangment  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  the  Committee  on  Reconstruction  of  the  Inter- 
church  will  be  effected,  it  might  be  well  for  the 
Federal  Council,  through  Dr.  Robert  Speer,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Committee  conferring  concerning  the  matter, 
to  send  a  personal  invitation  to  Mr.  Rockefeller,  Jr. 
to  attend  the  meetings  in  Boston.  I  judge  that  Dr. 

Speer  ha3  rather  intimate  contacts  with  Mr.  Rockefel¬ 
ler  and  that  this  approach  would  be  most  likely  to 
bring  the  desired  results. 


P.S.  I  felt  tnat  some  progress  was  made  yesteraay, 
but  the  haruest  part  of  the  roau  ha3  yet  to  be 
traveled.  C.L.l* 
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rQvewfeer  l©th,19KC. 


2be  Ser.  Frank  liason  Forth,:'.!.., 

(/  .he  ;i«t,  Albert  C»  jUsweovj,:  f©,, 

?he  3**7 Cherlel  8,  Kao* srlemS *1 J . 

peer  Fr land*, 

X  h«,»«  heard  that  njr  ««»  he*  been  mentioned  tn  eonaectlon  wia  Q« 
presidency  of  e*«  Federal  Connell  i«  the  cokIih.  .lusfireamisl.  I  write  *t  one®  t .ft 
a*y  ua  X  appreciate  each  ft  thoa^ht  on  t;  ®  I'-srfc  of  aay  or  y«,X  ‘-««t 

not  accept  this  position,*^  to  sale  that  no  further  eonaisJ  emtio®  he  j-ivw  to  say 
assse  in  this  connect iao. 

If  yon  think  it  wise  that  the  n*»t  ?rmUm%  of  tfc*  tfeumil  ehwslb  bo  from 
«lt«  northern  ?y«8b*  terisn  Church,!  •would  the  m»«o  oi  ':*•  J.  &*>*»  3te*enaon 

a®  by  oil  ofo*  the  ii®Bt  on,  1*4  Stevacecn  la  tr.  itoborte*  successor  &»  ciu,i*mn 
of  ««  Coni«lM  oa  Union  assS  cooperation  of  our  General  i  see**  y.  So  la  cm 
or  the  soat  capable  wa&  ratm  in  too  Cintrofc*a  wen  of  «r»*t  «*w«ty  “afi  «a«i»H- 

tratire  capacity.  1  think  no  *»»3a  bo  »  «iae  eiusioe  for  ewny  reasons  af fee tine 
not  the  Presbyterian  Clsasoh  only  bat  othne  drarchee  m  well. 

If  tii®  new  president  should  cone  frosts  the  you  them  rresbyteri&n  'hutch,  man, 
the  twtural  ansi  wise  eowree  would  be  to  trswfer  Jr.  '*«sao  frwa  fee  Ohalroanehip 
of  the  Saeoatioe  CJowsltteo  to  the  Preeidaway  of  the  Council. 

As  for  tae,  1  curt  r«s*ier  greater  serrlee  to  the  ;>4«rftl  Cornell  tfoo  «e*t 
years  oateide  of  its  wreekvensy  then  I  could  In  it*  A*  President  ny  influence 
•oult  b*  hand  tagged  .  Outside  1  shall  h&ve  a  rwoh  via  or  rnnge  of  action  aw!  be 
able  to  r«4sr  service  tfc-.-.t  woult*.  bo  Inpooolblo  in  an  official  posit  ton* 

•ili:»t«s«r  y-ii  tasy  t ji lnk,how«*«r ,  with  regard  to  u«i»  consider.  -ion  or  the  sue- 
eestiona  of  other  nesses,  «y  own  position  as  exsrossed  a  bore  is  definite  «nfl  eloiur* 


,1th  warn 


falthi'diy  your*. 


H33*0. 


/u:  C'. 
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December  28,  1920. 


The  Rev.  A.  0.  Lawson,  D.D. , 

2041  -  5th  Aye., 

N.Y.City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Lawson, 

At  the  close  of  the  Federal  Council  meeting  in  Boston  the  Executive 
OoKKittee  met  to  elect  officers  and  discharge  any  necessary  business.  There  were 
a  number  of  things  that  it  had  to  do  at  once,  but  it  felt  that  it  was  not  prepared 
as  yet  to  elect  its  chairman  and  the  secretaries  of  the  Federal  Council.  It  was 
voted,  accordingly,  to  call  a  meeting  in  Hew  York  for  January  21st  when  it  could 
deliberately  plan  the  organization  and  program  of  the  Council  for  the  next  four 
years,  at  which  time  it  could  elect  officers.  A  nominating  committee  was  appointed 
to  bring  in  names  for  chairman  and  secretaries.  This  committee  has  met  and  has 
gone  over  all  the  names  which  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Secretary¬ 
ship  of  the  Council  during  the  last  few  years,  some  of  whom,  as  you  know,  earnest 
effort  has  been  made  to  secu  e.  It  is  deeply  convinced  that  the  one  man  who  ought 
to  be  secured  now,  is  President  Clarence  Barbour  of  the  Baptist  .theological 
Seminary  at  Rochester,  No  doubt  it  will  be  necessary  to  show  Dr.  Barbour  in  the 
most  convincing  way  that  tills  work  at  this  time  presents  to  any  man  the  superior 
call.  Will  you  not  write  to  him  just  ai  strongly  as  you  can,  setting  forth  the 
opportunity  and  the  need? 

Dr.  Kaofarlanu  and  Mr.  Cavert  both  feel  as  deeply  as  anyone  else  the  need 
of  this  enrichment  and  replenishing  of  the  secretarial  force  of  tne  Council.  The 
problem  of  relationships  will  of  course  have  to  be  frankly  faced  and  w or  ted  out  but 


Dr.  Lawson  -2- 

the  conviction  is  clear  in  everyone’s  mina,  and  as  much  in  Dr.  Kacfarland’ s,  as  you 
.-aiow,  as  in  that  of  any  one  else,  that  some  action  at  the  meeting  on  January  21st 
with  regard  to  the  secretarial  adninista  tion  of  the  Council  is  indyspensaoLe,  if  we 
wish  to  accomplish  the  work  which  we  believe  the  Keueral  Council  shoula  do  for  the 
C  hurche  s . 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Barbour  is  to  be  in  Kew  York  on  January  4th,  for  a 
conference.  If  it  can  be  arranged  that  day  to  have  a  rjersonal  interview  with  Dr. 
Barbour  could  you  attend?  Meanwhile  will  you  not  write  him  in  the  strongest  and 
most  persuasive  way  you  can? 

With  heat  wishes  for  the  Jlew  Year, 

Very  cordially  yours. 


res/ms 


El  LI  KG  DEPT. 
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December  25,  1S20. 


Rev.  David  S.  Kennedy,  D.D., 

"The  Presbyterian," 

Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Dear  Dr.  Kennedy: 

In  fairness  end  in  justice  to  the  readers  of  "The 
Presbyterian"  and  to  the  Federal  Council,  will. you  not  print 
the  substance  at  least  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Methods 
of  Cooperation  adopted  on  December  4  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Federal  Council  in  Boston?  I  encloee  herewith  a  copy  of  the  re¬ 
port,  having  cut  out  a  number  of  passages  in  order  to  reduce  the 
length.  I  have  marked  in  red  a  few  passages  for  your  own  special 
attention. 


will  you  kindly  print  with  this  .report  the  statar.ent 
which  I  gave  to  the  press  immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  in  order  to  prevent  any  misapprehension?  The  statement 
appeared  in  the  Dew  fork  Times  on  December  4  s  follows: 

"The  relation  of  the  action  of  the  Federal 
Council  to  the  Interchuroh  World  Movement  should  be 
Clearly  understood.  The  affairs  of  the  Interchuroh 
Worlu  Movement  were  not  before  the  council  at  all.  Those 
affairs  are  in  the  hams  of  the  committee  of  the  Inter- 
ohuroh  Movement,  of  which  Bishop. Thomas  Eicholson  of 
Chicago  is  Chair  an,  which  will  determine  what  disposition 
to  make  of  the  mat  tors  committed  to  it. 

"What  the  Federal  Council  diu  was  to  plan  its 
own  enlarging  work  as  the  representative  and  responsible 
agency  for  co-operative  effort  of  the  thirty  denominations 
which  oomp.ose  the  council.  Incidentally,  It  agreed  to  call 
a  conference  of  the  various  agencies  which  serve  the  churches 
co-operatively  in  missionary  and  educational  work,  in  which 
Bishop;  Nicholson's  committee  would  be  represented,  to  consider 
tiie  mutually  most  helpful  working  relationships  and  arrange¬ 
ments.  But  the  Federal  Council  did  not  take  over  the  Inter- 
ohurch  World  Movement.  It  was  not  p;ropx>sed  to  the  counoil 
that  it  should  do  so." 

This  is  a  careful  and  exact  statement  of  the  truth. 

Very  truly  yours. 


IDS 


■y 


president 


£)-  S'. 
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Dec. 28,1920 


Robert  E.  Speer,  D.D.  ,Sec., 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

The  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer, 


I  received  your  letter  relative  to  the  Feder¬ 
al  Council.  The  item  which  you  quote  from  The 
New  York  Times  will  appear  in  THE  PRESBYTERIAN 
issued  this  week. 


With  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  report 
which  you  request,  permit  me  to  say  that  we  are 
crowded  for  space  and  we  are  hardly  prepared  to 
print  such  an  extended  paper  on  the  one  subject. 
But  you  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
fair  statement  of  the  work  done  at  your  quadren¬ 
nial  and  if  you  will  send  me  a  summary  over  your 
name,  to  the  length  of  sixto  eight  hundred  words, 
or  atmost,a  thousand,  we  will  give  it  a  proper 
place  in  the  paper. 


As  for  ourselves  and  those  who  see  with  us, 
we  have  lost  all  interest  in  the  Federal  Council 
and  other  related  organizations.  They  seem  to 
lack  purpose  and  definiteness  of  aim.  Their  pro- 
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grams  are  diffuse  and  they  undertake  much  but  ac¬ 
complish  little.  They  add  secretary  to  secretary 
and  are  constantly  increasing  their  budgets.  So 
that  an  excessive  amount  of  the  ©lurch's  funds  are 
consumed  in  the  mere  machine. 


We  are  persuaded  thatthere  is  a  strong  reac¬ 
tion  in  the  ©lurch  against  this  whole  thing.  The 
fact 

that  the  budget  has  been  reduced  from  about 
twenty  three  millions  to  twelve  millions  shows 
the  trend  of  thought  and  feeling.  The  lamenta¬ 
tion  from  the  Presbytery  in  Idaho  which  called  for 
$2700  to  meet  their  necessities  and  could  get  but 
$1200,  forcing  them  to  close  up  many  of  their  Churches, 
shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  spending  less  at 
the  center  and  more  at  the  point  of  actual  work. 

Cries  of  the  same  character  are  coming  from  the 
foreign  field.  If  this  condition  of  things  con¬ 
tinues,  a  large  number  of  Christian  people  will 
discard  the  Boards  as  their  agencies  and  will 
send  their  offerings  direct  to  the  workers  in  the 
field.  In  fact,  this  arrangement  is  already  in 
operation.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  regret, 
directly  and  personally, to  you,  that  you  are  hence¬ 
forth  to  stand  before  the  Church  as  one  divided 
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in  your  energies  between  the  great  work  of 
foreign  missions,  in  which  you  have  been  honored 
as  the  senior  secretary  by  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  Federal  Council;  which  is 
an  indefinite  proposition  in  the  minds  of  many 
devout  and  faithful  members  of  the  Church. 


Your  statement  as  quoted  f  rom  the  New  York  Times 
declares  that  the  Federal  Council  has  not  taken 
over  the  Interchurch,  In  view  of  the  widespread 
reports  we  are  glad  to  have  this  statement  made. 

It  seems,  however,  to  us,  that  the  statement  con¬ 
tains  an  implication  that  the  Council  is  preparing 
at  an  increased  expense  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  to  undertake  something  of  a  similar  nature. 
In  our  opinion,  if  it  does  undertake  this,  it  is 
going  to  meet  with  a  stiff  and  increased  prejudice. 
The  Church  is  weary  of  complex  machinery  and  inflated 
programs.  It  calls  for  simplicity  and  greater 
directness. 

Awaiting  your  condensed  report,  and  with  best 
wishes  for  the  New  Year,  I  am 

Cordially  yours 

'  '  <$ 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  news  items  which  we  re- 
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caived  from  New  York.  It  came  from  an  ardent  admirer  of  yours  in 
New  Yorfc.  This  was  not  published  hut  you  can  see  what  was  said. 


can  Protestantism  was  held  Nov.  13  in  the  auditorium  of  the  Young 
./omen's  Association.  There  were  seventy  men  and  women  present.  This 
was  held  in  response  to  a  request  made  by  the  late  Interchurch  World 
Movement  to  the  federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America.  The 
Federal  Council  at  its  quadrennial  meeting  in  Boston  last  week  agreed  to 
call  such  a  conference.  This  meeting  was  that  conference. 

At  its  conclusion  Robert  E.  Speer,  new  President  of  the  Federal 
Council,  who  is  a  Secretary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  issued  a  statement:  It  was  voted  that  the  Federal  Council  should 
enter  the  field  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Interchurch  World  Move¬ 
ment  including  its  uncorrelated  and  incomplete  survey. 
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December  7,  19E0 


Rev.  Robert  3.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Hew  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr .  Speer : 

In  accord  with  my  promise  given  you  over  the  telephone,  1 
am  sending  you  a  set  of  galley  proof  of  the  "Deportations  Report".  I 
have  kept  this  in  reserve  because  it  seemed  necessary  to  give  the  Denver 
report  the  right  of  way-  I  doubt  if  there  is  anything  in  this  report. 
Inasmuch  as  it  is  in  the  main  merely  a  study  of  official  records,  which 
need  give  the  administrative  Committee  any  concern. 


The  recommendations  have  been  put  together  after  careful 
confer eixse  with  a  number  of  people  with  expert  knowledge,  including  Dean 
Stone  of  Columbia  Law  School. 


If  you  care  to  gve  me  the  name  of  the  person  who  communi¬ 
cated  with  you,  I  can  perhaps  judge  better  of  the  value  of  the  criticism 
but  I  do  not  see  how  any  fault  can  be  found  with  the  report  on  legal 
grounds,  although  a  representative  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  with 
whom  I  have  carefully  gone  over  the  natter  of  the  report,  indicated 
plainly  that  the  implied  critioism  annoyed  him.  We  have  undertaken  to 
take  full  account  of  the  criticisms  offered  by  him  and  by  others. 

It  is  a  matter  of  principle  with  me  in  connection  with  any 
report  which  I  have  direct  responsibility  for,  to  secure  in  advance  from 
persons  whom  it  criticises,  such  representations  as  they  care  to  make. 

I  would  greatly  appreciate  an  early  opportunity  to  talk 
with  you,  not  merely  about  this  matter^but  about  the  policy  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  in  general. 


Sincerely  yours. 


V 


Researoh  Secretary 


FEJ  :W 


3  ffl  ►  J»  {► 


United  Enlistment  Movement 

OF  THE 

CHURCH  OFTHE  UNITED  BRETHREN  IN  CHRIST 


~rLJKG  DEFT. 


& 


SECrggrrjrh 


Campaign  Committee 


C.  SIBDALXj,  Chairman 
S.  HOUGH,  Rec.  Secy. 
R.  CLIPPINGER 
F.  SHUPE 
E.  SCHELL 


H.  E.  MYERS 
J.  B.  SHOWERS 
C.  W.  BREWBAKER 
W.  A.  WEBER 
O.  T.  DEEYER 


S.  S.  HOUGH,  Executive  Secretary, 
415  Otterbein  Press  Building 
Dayton,  Ohio. 


Areal  iirerinra 
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December  IB,  1920 


Dr.  Robert  3.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City,  U.Y. 


I,Iy  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

As  I  think  of  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  the  last 
four  years,  and  the  condition  and  situation  of  the  Christian  Churches 
of  our  country,  I  am  deeply  grateful  to  Cod  that  you  were  chosen  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  at  Boston.  Your  messages  at 
that  meeting,  your  decisions  and  spirit  as  presiding  officer,  made  an 
up-lifting  impression.  The  news' of  your  election  to  this  important 
position  iiauftu  sent  a  thrill  of  hone  and  confidence  throughout  all 
the  denominations.  If  possible  I  shall  try  to  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  executive  Committee  to  which  position  our  delegates  elected  me. 


As  I  think  of  the  many  interdenominational  movements  that 
have  been  deveoping  the  last  twenty-five  years  and  the  fact  that  it 
now  seems  desirable  on  the  part  of  r>ractically  all  of  them  to  be  cor¬ 
related  and  directed  from  one  chief  center,  I  believe  the  Boston 
meeting  of  the  Federal  Council  will  go  down  in  history  as  marking  a 
new -epoch  for  Protestant  Christianity  in  the  United  States.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  the  work  can  be  so  promoted  as  to  put  adequate  and 
strong  emphasis  on  evangelism  and  Christian  education  as  you  indicated 
in  the  report  you  read  on  "Cooperation.”  Host  of  the  other  depart¬ 
ments  can  be  related  and  headed  up  as  contributory  factors  toward 
these  great  essentials. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  fact  that,  as  organized  in  the  past, 
there  are  too  many  separate  committees  and  commissi  ons .  To  go  through 
with  such  a  series  as  we  had  at  Boston  prevents  any  one  or  two  su¬ 
premely  important  departments  from  standing  out  in  their  nrooer  pro¬ 
portions.  I  think  you  will  understand  shat  I  am  seeking  to  get  at  . 
and  I  am  certain  that  Christian  leaders  everywhere  will  agree  with  one 
of  the  delegates  who  spoke  to  me  as  we  walked  along  the  streets  of 
Boston,  that  we  can  safff^y^leave  this  whole  maj^fer  into  the  hands  of 
yourself  and  those  who^^associataslwith  yo ^out 
organization  and  plan  for  the  promotion  of  the  causes,  pTu dT^Vthe 
chief  emphasis  where  it  belongs. 


Dr.  Ro'oert  2.  Speer 


Page  2 


This  large  task  comes  to 'you  as  one  already  over¬ 
burdened,  I  know,  but,  Dr. Speer,  I  do  believe  it  is  of  God  and 
you  can  afford  to  nut  some  other  things  aside  for  the  next  two 
or  three  years  to  give  your  nrayers,  best  t nought  and  energy 
to  make  the  Federal  Council  all  that  Cod  wants  it  to  be. 

For  the  up-building  of  the  church  members  already  gathered, 
for  the  more  speedy  proclamation  of  the  gospel  to  all  mankind, 
and  for  the  better  aoplication  of  the  principles  of  the  gosuel 
to  every  condition  of  life,  I  am  with  you  in  nrayers  and  active 
cooperation  the  next  four  years. 

Most  sincerely, 


3SH-D2C 
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;/y  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  learned  on  Monday  evening  that  Dr.  Earbour  had  agreed  to 
go  to  Calvary  Church  in  Washington  in  the  autumn  of  1921.  I  did 
not  call  you  up  because  I  thought  it  best  to  let  you  approach  him 
on  the  Federal  Council  matter.  If  he  is  committed,  I  have  thought 
seriously  of  another  man,  who  has  grown  upon  me  the  more  I  have  con¬ 
sidered  him — that  is.  Dr.  Franklin  of  our  Foreign  Society.  He  is 
known  to  you.  He  has,  I  think,  the  chief  qualifications  we  seek-- 
a  fine  and  wiflfling  personality,  a  genuine  Christianity,  a  ^beauti¬ 
ful  spirit,  combined  with  a  clear  judgment,  vision^  breadth  of  sym¬ 
pathy,  a  conservative  progressive  in  theology,  approved  by  all  our 
wi||5S  and  only  disapproved  by  a  few  because  of  his  denominational 
breadth  and  interdenominational  attractions.  He  is  an  admirable 
platform  speakeV,  always  winning  and  persuasive,  has  tact  and  is 
able  to  win  his  opponents  if  he  has  them  by  his  amiable  manner.  i 
have  spoken  to  a  number  of  friends  anQ  they  believe  thau,  ii  out-.. in- 
able,  he  would  make  an  excellent  choice.  He  has  the  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him,  took  a  fine  position  during  the  war,  gained  the 
liking  of  Gen.  Pershing,  stands  high  with  the  English  and  Continental 
leafless.  I  believe  he  might  be  movable,  though  not  easily,  because 
he  is  conscientious  as  to  his  duty. 

I  pass  this  on  to  you.  I  cannot  see  any  other  man  as  yet  that 
approves  himself  to  me.  May  you  have  a  restful  and  really  glad 
Christmas,  in  preparation  for  great  days. 

Faithfully  yours, 


hJL  J  t.  & 


December  28th,  1920. 

Mr.  JohnM-  Clenn, 

130  Bast  22nd  Street, 

N.Y.City. 

J>*y  near  Mr.  Clean, 

At  the  close  of  the  Feueral  Council  meeting  in  Boston  the  Bxacutive 
Committee  met  to  elect  officers  ana  discharge  any  necessary  business.  Share  were 
a  number  of  things  that  it  hau  to  do  at  once,  but  it  felt  that  it  w  .3  not  pre¬ 
pared  as  yet  to  elect  its  chairman  and  the  secretaries  of  the  Federal  Council. 

It  was  voted,  accordingly,  to  call  a  meeting  in  Hew  York  for  January  21st  when  it 
could  deliberately  plan  the  organization  ana  program  of  the  Cotooil  for  the  next 
four  years,  at  which  time  it  could  elect  officers.  A  nominating  oommittee  was 
appointee  to  brigg  in  names  for  chairman  and  secretaries.  This  committee  has  net 
and  has  gone  over  all  the  names  wh  ch  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  vdth  the 
Secretaryship  of  the  Council  during  the  last  few  years,  some  of  whom,  as  yai  know, 
earnest  effort  has  been  maae  to  secure.  It  is  deeply  convinced  that  the  one  man 
who  ought  to  be  secured  now,  is  President  Clarence  A.  Barbour  of  the  Baptist  Theo- 
lo  deal  Seminaiy  at  F.ochester.  No  doubt  it  will  be  necessary  to  show  Dr.  Barbour 
in  the  most  convincing  way  that  this  won  at  this  time  presents  to  any  man  the 
superior  call.  Will  you  not  write  to  him  just  as  strongly  as  you  can,  setting 
forth  the  opportunity  and  the  need? 

Dr.  1'ao far land  and  Mr.  Cavert  both  feel  as  deeply  as  anyone  else  the  need 
of  this  enrichment  and  replenishii^j  of  the  secretarid  force  of  the  Council.  The 
problem  of  relationships  will  of  course  have  to  be  frankly  faced  and  worked  out 


Mr.  Grlerm  -2- 


but  the  conviction  is  clear  in  everyone's  mind,  and  as  much  in  Dr.  Mao  far  .la  no' s, 
as  you  icnow,  as  in  that  of  anyone  else,  that  some  action  at  the  meeting  on  January 
21st,  with  regard  to  tne  secretarial  administration  of  the  Council  is  indispensable, 
if  we  wish  to  accomplish  the  work  which  w>  believe  the  Federal  Council  should  do  for 
the  Churches. 

I  believe  tiiat  Dr.  Barbour  is  to  be  in  New  Yorkxon  January  4th,  for 
a  conference.  If  it  can  be  arranged  that  day  to  have  a  personal  interview  with 
Dr.  3arbour,  could  you  attend?  Meanwhile  will  you  not  write  him  in  the  strongest 
■nu  most  persuasive  way  you  can? 

With  best  wishes  for  tjie  New  Year, 

Very  cordially  yours. 


res/ms 


filing  deft. 
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December  30,  1920. 


/s 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

Dear  Dr.  Speer; 

I  am  glad  to  write  to  Dr.  Barbour 
as  you  request,  and  enclose  copy  of  my  letter  to 
him* 

1  have  an  important  conference  on 
January  4  which  will  probably  last  all  the  morning. 

If  your  conference  with  Dr.  Barbour  is  to  be  in  the 
afternoon,  I  can  probably  attend  it. 

I  hope  to  be  present  at  the  Executive 
Committee  meeting  on  January  21. 

With  heartiest  greetings  and  best  wishes 


Faithfully  yours. 


for  the  Dew  Year,  I  remain 
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December  30,  1920. 


Dr.  Clarence  A*  Barbour 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
Rochester,  New  York 

Dear  Dr.  Barbour; 

It  is  pleasant  news  that  the  Nominating  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  has  decided  to 
present  your  name  for  election  as  the  secretary  of  the 
Federal  Council  of  Churches.  May  I  express  my  earnest 
hope  that  you  will  give  this  possibility  the  fullest  con¬ 
sideration?  I  know  of  no  position  where  a  man  will  have 
a  greater  opportunity  to  influence  the  life  of  the  Churches 
and  to  bring  them  into  closer  cooperation  for  active  and 
intelligent  service.  It  is  a  position  that  is  well  worth 
any  man's  mettle.  Our  Church  life  is,  as  you  well  know, 
at  a  critical  state.  FortunateLy,  the  outlook  seems  bright¬ 
er  and  more  promising  than  it  has  ever  been,'  but  if  the 
promise  is  to  be  adequately  taken  advantage  of,  the  Federal 
Council  must  be  reinforoed  by  some  men  who  know  the  Churches 
and  oan  deal  with  them  sympathetically  and  encouragingly. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  consent  to  give  the  Council 
your  much-needed  aid. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  New  Year,  I  remain 
Sincerely  yours, 

(Sgd.)  J.  M.  GLENN 
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Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  S 
Reformed  Episcopal  Church 
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NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING,  105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Cable  Address:  Fedcil  Telephone  Gramercy  3475 


December  8,  1920. 


Dr.  Iiobert  L.  bpeer. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.A., 
lb  6  Pi  f th  t.  ve  me , 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  bpeer: 

I  am  sending  this  note  to  you  by  messenger  because  I  should  like 
as  soon  as  possible  your  counsel  on  three  important  matters. 

(1)  The  conference  of  the  interboard  agencies  on  the  13th.  The 
invitation  to  the  conf er< nee  to  be  held  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  at  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Y.  \7.  C.  A.  (with  luncheon  served  in  the 
building),  was  sent  put  before  the  Boston  meeting,  in  accordance  with  the 
arrangements  made  by  the  preliminary  conference  of  the  chairman  and  secretary 
of  each  of  the  various  agencies.  The  representatives  of  the  Federal  Council 
to  attend  this  conference,  however,  have  not  yet  been  named.  According  to 
the  action  of  the  preliminary  conference,  the  president,  the  executive 
secretary  and  others  not  to  exceed  five,  to  be  designated  by  the  qjresident 
and  the  secretary,  are  to  be  the  official  representatives.  Dr.  Macfarland 
and  I  would  like  to  leave  in  your-  hands  the  naming  of  those  to  represent  the 
Council.  Perhaps  Dr.  Lawson  should  be  included  in  the  representation,  since 
he  was  present  at  the  preliminary  conference  (representing  Dr.  North,  who 
was  unable  to  attend). 

I  presume  that  you  have  heard  from  Bishop  Nicholson  concerning  the 
preparation  of  the  tentative  plan  to  be  proposed  at  this  conference.  As  i 
wrote  you  ten  days  ago.  Bishop  Nicholson,  yourself  and  Mr.  Turner,  with  two 
others  to  be  chosen  by  these  three,  were  named  a  sub-committee  to  prepare  a 
statement  for  the  consideration  of  the  conference. 

1  presume  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  each  of  those  who  are  to 
attend  the  conference  on  the  13th  to  have  a  copy  of  the  reprrt  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Methods  of  Cooperation,  and  I  am  seeing  that  it  is  sent  them. 

(2)  Two  weeks  ago  an  informal  conference  of  some  representatives 
of  the  Missionary  Education  Movement  and  the  Federal  Council  was  held,  and 
in  accordance  with  its  action  the  A.dministrative  Committee,  meeting  jointly 
with  the  Lxecutive  Committee  at  Boston,  authorized  a  more  formal  conference 
between  tire  two  agencies.  I  find  that  Dr.  Miles  B.  Fisher  has  already 
requested  the  representatives  of  the  Missionary  Eaucation  Movement  to  attend 


Dr.  Robert  D.  Speer 
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on  tile  loth  of  this  month,  at  10  o'clock,  in  our  office,  acting  on  an  informal 
suggestion  as  to  date.  Would  this  be  convenient  to  you?  I  assume  that  it  is 
a  conference  for  only  the  morning,  and  not  running  into  the  afternoon. 

Will  you  suggest  the  names  of  those  whom  you  would  like  to  have 
represent  the  Federal  Council?  perhaps  Dr.  Meyer,  Dr.  Winchester  and  Dr. 
Sanders  should  be  included,  as  they  were  present  at  the  preliminary  confer¬ 
ence. 


3.  Dr.  Meyer  and  Dr.  Winchester  suggest  that  the  preliminary  confer¬ 
ence  of  the  chairmen  and  secretaries  of  the  agencies  of  religious  education, 
proposed  by  the  resolution  adopted  at  Boston  last  Monday,  be  -leld  at  Atlantic 
City  on  the  evening  of  December  27,  just  preceding  the  meeting  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Lesson  Committee.  They  think  that  this  will  bring  together  several 
of  the  people  whom  it  would  be  important  to  have  at  the  preliminary  confer¬ 
ence.  Could  you  attend  at  that  time,  or  do  you  think  that  it  would  be 
better  to  cull  the  meeting  in  Hew  fork  that  morning,  which  would  allow  those 
who  needed  to  go  on  to  Atlantic  City  to  do  so  in  the  afternoon? 

Faithfully  yours? 


Secretary. 


SMC:M 
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November  30,  1920. 


At  an  informal  conference  of  some  of  the  executive  officers  of 
the  various  interboard  agencies  and  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America  last  Friday  afternoon,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that, 
subject  to  ratification  by  the  Quadrennial  Meeting  of  the  Federal  Council 
this  week,  a  thoroughly  representative  conference  should  be  held  between 
the  interboard  agencies  and  the  Federal  Council,  "to  work  out  the  best 
plan  for  bringing  about  the  mo3t  mutually  helpful  working  relationships 
and  arrangements  on  their  part," 

You  are  one  of  those  nominated  to  attend  the  proposed  conference 
in  a  representative  capacity.  The  enclosed  minutes  of  the  preliminary 
conference  held  last  Friday  will  explain  the  arrangements  more  in  detail. 
As  recording  secretary  of  this  preliminary  conference  I  was  requested  to 
communicate  with  each  of  those  who  are  to  represent  the  various  organi¬ 
zations  and  to  request  them  to  reserve  Monday,  December  13,  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  conference.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Central  Branch  of  the  Y.W.C.A., 
610  Lexington  Avenue,  beginning  at  10  o'clock.  Luncheon  will  be  served 
in  the  building. 

I  shall  appreciate  it  if  you  will  advise  me  at  your  convenience 
whether  you  will  be  able  to  be  present. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Secretary. 
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HOME  MISSIONS  COUNCIL 


Gis.rles  L.  Thompson,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Alfred  Williams  antbony,  15  6  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N. 
Charles  E.  Burton,  287  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Charles  L.  White,  23  East  26th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
illiam  T.  Demarest,  25  East  22d  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
.ph  Valles  Keeler,  111  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
^  (\/\puisu^  ir&-  "  "  '• 

of  Women  for  Home  Missions 


^IhirQRii 
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Y. 


Mrs.  May  Leonard  Woodruff,  Allendale,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  F.  W.  Wilcox,  287  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Mrs.  Orrin  R.  Judd,  42  Hart  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Miss  Florence  E.  Quinlan,  156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Bennett,  149  Dwight  Place,  Englewood,  N.  J . 

Mrs.  J.  S.  Allen,  25  East  22d  street,  new  York,  N.  Y. 


III.  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COUNCIL  OF  EVANGELICAL  DENOMINATIONS 

Rev.  JohnT.  Far/is,  Withersppon  Building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Rev.  Webb,  99  Dundas  Street,  E.,  Toronto,  Canada 

Mr.  Sidney  A.  Weston,  14  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Mr.  Marion  Lawrance,  5  So.  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Mr.  Harry  Wade  Hicks,  1  Madison  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


IV.  REORGANISATION  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  INTERCHURCH  WORLD  MOVEMENT 

Bishop  Thomas  Nicholson,  58  East  Washington  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Rev.  W.  B.  Anderson,  200  North  15th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  William  Horace  Day,  United  Congregational  Church,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Mr.  James  M.  Speers,  cso  James  McCutcheon  and  Co.,  Fifth  Avenue  and  34th  Street, 
^  jf,  p  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  j;  M.  M^horter  9-  iJTST  UiM-eJj-J.  CL*n  ■  Ewi,  ^er  , 

Rev.  S.  L.  Morris,  1522  Hurt  Building,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Apple,  15th  and  Race  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


V.  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCH  BOARDS  OF  EDUCATION 

Rev.  A.  W.  Harris,  150  Fifth  Avaiae,  New  York,  H.  Y. 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Kelly,  West  <Lth  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(others  to  be  narcedjr^,  &").  Mw. AaJq  y 

VI.  FEDERATION  OF  WOMAN'S  BOARDS  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 

Mrs.  William  Boyd,  1520  Spruce  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Miss  Vernon  llalliday,  25  Madison  Avenue,  New  fork,  N.  Y. 
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VII.  FOREIGN  IIISSIOKS  CONFERENCE  OF  NORTH  AMERICA 


Mr.  Fennell  F.  'i’urner,  25  Madison  Averue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(others  to  be  namedRi> 


VIII.  FELEFAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  CHHIST  IN  AMERICA 

Rev.  Frank  Mason  North,  150  Fifth  Avenue,  new  York,  h.  Y. 
Rev.  Charles  5.  Maofarlaud 

(others  to  bo  namedjjy  Pr.  Sp<«v^ 
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NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING,  105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Cable  Address:  Fedcil  Telephone  Gramercy  3475 


December  21,  ±920. 


Dr.  Robert  jo.  Sj^eer, 
lo6  fifth  avenue, 

Row  York,  R.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Thank  you  very  much  for  your  kino  and  thoughtful  letter  of 
December  16,  which  i  appreciate  more  than  1  can  say. 

'i’he  suggestion  concerning  the  chairfcanship  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trative  Committee,  at  first  thought,  commends  itself  to  me,  particu¬ 
larly  so  if  Dr.  Barbour  coulu  be  secured  for  full  time  service  instead 
of  for  such  occasional  assistanoe  as  he  might  give  as  Chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Committee.  Che  only  thing  that  1  can  think,  of  to  be 
suiu  on  the  other  sice  of  the  question  is  that  the  impression  might 
A,ossibly  be  created  that  we  were  centralising  responsibility  a  little 
too  much.  The  importance  of  your  keeping  constantly  and  intimately  in 
touch  with  the  Administrative  Committee,  I  feel  to  be  ver„  great.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  could  be  accomplished  sufficiently  by  your  regular  attendance 
at  meetings  of  the  administrative  Committee  or  not  I  do  not  know,  pos¬ 
sibly  it  might  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  were  someone  with  whom 
you  had  thorough  understanding  and  with  v/hom  you  were  in  the  closest 
touch.  Perhaps  you  have  already  talked  about  the  matter  with  Dr.  arose. 

I  shall  certainly  do  so  very  soon. 

You  will  receive,  I  think,  from  Mr.  Johnson,  if  you  have  not 
already  done  so,  a  letter  suggesting  certain  modifications  in  the  pi- e face 
of  the  Denver  report.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  probably  there  are 
certain  further  changes  which  ought  to  be  made  in  addition  to  those  which 
Mr.  Johnson  lias  suggested,  i  thoroughly  agree  with  you  that  the  one 
thing  to  do  is  to  tell  the  simple  facts  in  the  case  just  as  accurately  as 
we  can.  The  only  difficulty  is  really  in  knowing  just  what  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  oui  Social  service  Commission  actual ly  was  and  is;and,  in  any 
case,  .whether  our  responsibility  be  much  or1  little,  it  is  absolutely 
imperative  for  us  to  make  not  simply  the  preface  but  the  whole  report  as 
unimp •.  ch  b  s  j.  >sible.  It  would  certainly  be  calamitous  to  the  work 
of  the  Church  in  the  industrial  field  (in  which,  as  you  know,  I  am  very 
deeply  interested)  if  a  report  were  now  to  appear  J  the  Fe<  , 

or  any  the i  quarter,  which  left  the  impression  of  being  an  -I  B  “u" 

ment,  as  was  the  oase  with  the  Steel  Strike  Report.  I  had  a  long  talk 


Dr.  Hubert  h.  Cpeer 


with  Mr.  Johnson  Saturday  morning  about  the  matter  and  we  entirely 
agreed  that  the  essential  thing  is  to  take  all  the  time  that  is  really 
necessary  to  get  tuis  report  e:aactly  right.  I  am  convinced  that  this 
can  be  done  and  tiiat  a  more  objective  and  judicial  tone  in  certain 
sections  will  not  only  protect  the  federal  Council  but  also  greatly 
strengthen  the  report  itself,  if  we  can  really  bring  out  a  statement 
which  will  be  unflinching  in  its  presentation  of  the  facts  but  at  the 
same  time  be  so  fair  and  dispassionate  that  it  will  carry  conviction, 
I  think  that  we  shall  go  far  in  validating  the  claim  of  the  Church  to 
have  a  genuine  function  in  the  present  industrial  situation. 

One  further  word  with  regard  to  the  "Church  Unity"  report. 
In  sending  it  back  to  the  printer  I  have  changed  the  title  simply  to 
"Christian  Cooperation  and  Unity. I  do  not  think  this  is  entirely 
satisfactory,  chiefly  because  it  is  too  general.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  would  be  unfortunate  to  make  the  title  seem  so  committed  to  a 
certain  theory  that  our  Baptist  friends  would  be  alienated  from  it 
before  they  read  it.  If  you  have  any  bettor  suggestion  I  should  be 
grateful  for  it. 


Always  faithfully  yours. 


Secretary. 
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NATIONAL  OFFICES,  612  UNITED  CHARITIES  BUILDING,  105  EAST  22d  STREET,  NEW  YORK 

Cable  Address ^^edcil  Telephone  Gramercy  3475 


December  22,  1920. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

]S6  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

If  you  have  not  already  received  from  Bishop  Nicholson 
a  copy  of  his  "heport  of  Progress  made  by  the  Reorganization 
Committee  of  the  Inter church  World  Movanent,"  I  should  like  to 
have  you  see  it  at  once,  and  so  am  sending  to  you  by  messenger 
the  copy  which  he  has  sent  to  me,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
accompanying  letter. 

At  two  points,  at  least,  in  Bishop  Nicholson’s  report 
there  are  inaccuracies  in  the  statement  concerning  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Council  in  the  matter.  I  have  suggested  to  Bishop 
Nicholson  certain  modifications  in  the  interest  of  accuracy,  as 
indicated  on  the  enclosed  carbon  copy  of  my  reply  to  him.  I 
have  also  noted  the  suggested  changes  in  pencil  on  pages  3  and 
4  of  his  report.  For  your  information  I  am  enclosing  my  letters 
both  to  Bishop  Nicholson  and  Dr.  Anderson. 

Perhaps  it  is  not  a  very  important  matter,  but  with 
reference,  particularly,  to  the  statement  at  the  bottom  of 
page  4,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  for  us,  if  possible, 
to  guard  against  letting  the  impression  go  out  that  the  report 
of  our  Committee  on  Methods  of  Cooperation  was  planned  by  the 
Reorganization  Committee  of  the  interchurch  World  Movement. 

It  may  be  that  you  will  want  to  write  Dr.  Anderson 
or  Bishop  Nicholson  yourself.  I  certainly  hope  you  will  do  so 
if  you  feel  that  my  letters  to  them  are  not  adequate. 

Faithfully  yours. 


Secretary. 
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pear  oat r loan  brothers  of  the  Holy  'vengelio  and  Oath. lie  Church  of  Christ, 
"’he  new  departure  made  by  lot’s  graoe  in  the  history  of  His 
kingdom  on  north  by  the  landin’?  of  the  »tVrrira  others  in  imerica  11  )e- 
esnber  1620  nnd  our  lustavafttoSol^hus,  willingly  giving  his  life  at  C  t- 
Ke.n  on  tho  6th  of  November  1632  for  the  freedom  of  the  .vm-?slio  faith, 
which  oone  itutee  oar  heat  horetawo  and  the  veritable  treasure  in  our  life, 
are  two  dates  not  far  from  eaehother  in  ti  s  and  spiritually  e Iosif  akin 
to  e»ohotber  although  they  took  place  in  each  one  of  the  two  hemispheres 
of  this  planet.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers  as  veil  as  •metavue  dolphus  carried, 
out  further  and  defended  imperishable  and  indespertsable  truths  and  forms 
of  Christian  life,  granted  by  cod  to  his  people  on  earth  from  the  old 
eternal  Sospel  through  his  prophets  Martin  Luther  and  Me  greatest  dis¬ 
ciple  Jo  an  Calvin.  -Praising  Jod  on  t>  November  in  o  r  Cathedral  in  Ursu¬ 
la  where  the  flourishing  of  our  University,  founded,  in  iiUV,  was  due  &1- 
so  to  the  magnifies-.. ts©  of  .'iuetovus  Adolphus  ,  we  cfcoret'or e  send  a  hear¬ 
ty  and  brotherly  message  tc.  our  evangelic  fel low-ohrie tiane  in  America, 
who  will  .rather  in  uaocaohnsetts,  the  Motor!  cal  state  of  the  Pilgrim 
’  athers,  May  ftod  bless  Your  ouadreanial  meeting  and  moke  it  helpful  for 
many  hum.  a  souls,  for  your  own  branch  of  Christendom  and  for  the  reign 
of  Soft  in  hearts  of  men  and  in  the  life  of  humanity, 

lmt  Qustfivua  Adolphus  intended,  a  corpus  ev&ngollcoruy  ie 
mv  in  n  spiritual  sense  more  deeply  rooted  in  all  true  Christian  hearts 
than  evor  before,  e  must  realise  our  Christian  unity  in  obeclence  to 
the  Parlour* b  own  ftnrmumdxaent  and  for  the  well  fare  or  humanity.  X  con¬ 
gratulate  the  Federal  Cou.  oil  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  the  United 
ntat.se  to  its  great  act  lev-meat  for  the  saoed  cause  of  unity  and  for 
the  good  example  that  it  has  given  to  Christian  aoraauiftioue  everywhere, 
let  me  regard  Your  'ederal  Council  as  a  prophecy  and  a  Federal  Council 
of  the  Churah  of  Christ  that  will  constitute  in  a  near  future  a  visible 
token  of  our  earnest  decision  to  walk  together  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
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December  7th, 1920 


The  Rev.  H.  Franklin  Sohlegel,Ph.I., 

1011  >1.  5th  Street, 

Reading, Penna. 

My  dear  Tr.  Sehlegel, 

Our  lone  friendship  makes  your  kind  letter  of  December  5th  especially 
grateful.  Only  the  confidence  that  friends  like  yon  felt  this  trust  and  good¬ 
will  and  could  be  counted  on  to  the  limit  to  work  unitedly  for  the  great  things 
in  which  we  all  believe  could  have  made  it  possible  for  me  to  accept  these  great 
responsibilities.  But  I  believe  the  opportunity  also  is  great  end  that  if  we 
will  all  go  up  tor  ether  in  trust  and  common  purpose, there  are  great  tilings  before 
us  and  before  the  Church.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  suggestions  at  any 
time  with  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Council  and  please  do  not  stint  your  prayer 
for  the  Council  and  for  me. 

V'iuh  warm  regard. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


R3S:C. 


Administrative  Officers 

Herbert  Lockwood  Willett,  ph.  d..  president 
Walter  Raycroft  Mee,  secretary 
John  Leslie  Lobingier 

DIRECTOR  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 

Mrs.  George  McCown  Mathes 

PRESIDENT  WOMAN'S  DEPARTMENT 

Rev.  Edward  Lawrence  Reiner 

SUPERINTENDENT  YOUNG  PEOPLE'S  DEPARTMENT 


Of  (Sbifago  Gtfjnrri)  JFfbfration 

19  SOUTH  LA  SALLE  STREET 


■^ILltNCj  DEPT. 


Dr.  Robert  K,  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

Now  York  City. 

My  Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  was  very  much  interested  in  one  remark  of  yours  at  the 
Wallace  Lodge  Conference.  You  referred  to  the  type  of  publicity 
utilized  by  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  and  followed  that  al¬ 
lusion  by  the  general  remark  that  publicity  ought  not  to  be  of  a 
self-seeking  character. 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  concerned  about  the  publicity  of 
the  Federal  Council  and  am  anxious  to  get  your  sentiment  in  regard 
to  a  policy  that  might  be  followed  in  connection  with  the  publicity 
material  of  the  Council,  which  would  follow  the  general  lines  of 
your  comment  and  still  serve  the  purposes  of  the  Council  in  making 
the  public  aware  of  the  work  it  is  seeking  to  do. 

I  think  Mr.  Moses,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  Federal  Coun¬ 
cil  publicity,  is  very  much  concerned  regarding  a  general  policy 
that  will  prove  effective  in  accomplishing  the  work  of  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  at  the  same  time  be  consistent  with  the  best  ideals. 

I  should  appreciate  any  suggestion  you  can  offer  me  in 
connection  with  this  matter,  as  I  believe  we  ought  to  consider  the 
whole  question  soon  in  connection  with  the  future  work  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil. 

most  cordially  yours, 

HLW:  IUK 


yu-lNG  DEPT. 


Herbert  L.  Willett,  Fh.H, 

19  S.  La  Salle  St., 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Hr.  Willett, 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  get  yeur  note  cf  July  ;7th.  I  r.ave  uevor  tried 
to  think  out  carefully  what  should  be  the  principles  of  publicity  in  co  llection 
with  any  Movement ,  whether  in  printed  statements  or  its  oral  propaganda.  I  have 
had  certain  instinctive  judgments  in  the  matter,  but  I  have  never  attempted  to 
work  these  out  in  any  connected  way.  It  seems  to  me  in  gener  1  that  what  we 
would  feel  it  to  be  proper  to  do  in  presenting  a  Movement  with  which  we  were  con¬ 
nected,  or  in  referring  to  that  Movement  in  advocating  the  Cause  which  it  repre¬ 
sented  in  public  speech,  we  would  be  free  to  do  also  in  our  printed  statements. 

In  general  I  think  the  best  way  in  which  a  Movement  can  help  itself  is 
by  helping  others.  All  the  service  that  it  renders  puts  it  in  the  way  of  render¬ 
ing  further  service.  The  se - f -advertisement  of  that  service  is  a  thing  which 
it  seems  to  me  iias  its  very  close  limitations.  It  is  proper  enough,  that  it 
should  be  known  who  is  responsible  for  any  work  that  is  done,  but  I  think  that  the 
matter  should  be  put  in  the  forfit  of  a  modest  and  sincere  recognition  of  respon¬ 
sibility  and  that  it  should  net  betray  any  solicitude  for  creait  or  hcaor. 

tith  cordial  regard,  I  am, 

Very  sincerely  ycurs. 


res/ms 


g  ft.  Tftatu™, 


McCLURKIN,  D.  D..  CHAIRMAN 
PITTSBUROH.  PA 

,  e.  E.  OLCOTT,  Treasurer 
HUDSON  RIVER  DAY  LINE 
New  York  City 


The  Board  of  Trustees 

OF 

THE  AMERICAN  UNIVERSITY 


AT  CAIRO 


November  15,  1920. 
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CHARLES  R.  WATSON. 
GEORGE  INNES. 
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1 ly  dear  Speer 

The  Minutes  of  the  Reorganization  Committee  received  from 
Dr.  Anderson  nowat  hand,  remind  me  of  my  mental  resolution  at  the 
meeting  to  drop  you  a  line  to  explain  my  rather  short  reply  to  you 
in  meeting  in  answer  to  your  question  as  to  whether  I  was  willing 
to  accent  an  invitation  to  serve  as  Secretary  of  the  Federal  Council. 

I  understood  you  to  he  merely  adopting  the  Yankee  method 
of  answering  the  question  by  asking  another  question  and_, intending  to 
be  facetious^  I  gave  a  reply  which  I  thought  afterward  might  seem 
to  indicate  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  Federal  Council.  I  would 
merely  say  that  that  was  not  at  all  my  spirit  or  intention,  and  I 
wish  to  safeguard  the  point. 

LJ'iAA&A.  LA* 

Perhaps  my  replyAbecauseAthe  last  few  years  I  have  been 
having  to  renly  repeatedly  to  so  many  who  somehow  had  the  idea  that 
I  am  detachable  from  the  obligations  of  the  project  at  Cairo,  whereas 
in  all  this  time  I  have  had  nothing  to  even  suggest  any  cancellation 
of  the  commission  to  carry  heavy  responsibilities  with  reference  to 
that  project. 


You  will  understand  this  word  of  explanation  to  safeguard 
against  an  impression  of  discourtesy  toward  a  most  important  organization. 


Very  cordially  yours, 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City,  N.Y. 


(r~ m. 


December  1,  1920. 


Rev.  Charles  R.  Watson,  D.D., 

Land  'iitle  3uilding, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

My  dear  Watson, 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  get  your  letter  of  November  15th,  al¬ 
though  you  need  cot  have  written  at  all  with  regard  to  the  Batter. 

Indeeu  any  word  of  explanation  was  due  from  me  to  you  rather  than 
from  you  to  rae,  hut  perhaps  what  1  wanted  to  say  was  better  implied 
in  the  question  than  put  in  words,  for  the  problem  here.^s  everywhere 
else,  is  the  same,  namely  the  problem  not  so  muon  of  method  or  policy 
or  organization,  as  of  personal  foroes.  doraetimes  1  wonuer  whether 
you  and  Mott  and  I  and  a  few  others  that  we  could  suggest  ought  hot  to 
drop  everything  else  and  just  band  outselves  together  anu  try  to  work  out 
this  one  central  problem.  Perhaps  that  is  net  Cod’s  way  of  doing  it, 
however,  and  we  might  produce  a  result  whioh  Cod  would  have  to  raise  up 
a  lire  others  to  take  out  of  our  hands  and  oare  for. 

I  am  3orry  not  to  have  a  chance  of  speaking  with  you  after  q 
those  meetings,  and  1  trust  there  may  be  some  opportunity  before  long  to 
talk  things  over  together. 

Very  affectionately  yours. 


res,  ms 


THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL 

REV.  FRANK  MASON  NORTH 

PRESIDENT 

REV.  CHARLES  S.  MACFARLAND 

GENERAL  SECRETARY 

ALFRED  R.  KIMBALL 

TREASURER 


1 


THE  COMMISSION 
PRES.  HENRY  CHURCHILL  KING 

CHAIRMAN 


t-  I' 


REV.  WORTH  M.  TIPPY 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

REV.  F.  ERNEST  JOHNSON 

RESEARCH  SECRETARY 


MISS  GRACE  W.  SIMS 

OFFICE  SECRETARY 


~1AJ  &a~ 


FEDERAL  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 

CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 


COMMISSION  ON 

THE  CHURCH  AND  SOCIAL  SERVICE 

105  East  Twenty-Second  Street 
New  York 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


February  27,  1920 


REV.  JOHN  MCDOWELL 
136  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
PROF.  ALVA  W.  TAYLOR 

BIBLE  COLLEGE  OF  MISSOURI 
COLUMBIA.  MO. 

REV.  HARRY  F.  WARD 

180  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


COMMISSION  MEMBERS 

ABBOTT.  REV.  ERNEST  H. 
ANDERSON,  C.  K. 

ATKINSON.  REV.  HENRY  A. 
BABSON.  ROGER  W. 

BATTEN.  REV.  SAMUEL  Z. 

BEARD.  REV.  WM.  S. 

BELL.  BISHOP  WILLIAM  M. 

CARTER.  REV.  CHARLES  F. 
CHAPPELL.  MISS  WINIFRED 
CHASE.  HAROLD  T. 

COCHRAN.  WILLIAM  F. 

CROUCH.  REV.  FRANK  M. 

DAY.  REV.  JONATHAN  C. 

DEVINE,  PROF.  EDWARD  T. 
EDWARDS.  REV.  RICHARD  H. 
EVANS.  PROF.  DANIEL 
GLENN.  JOHN  M. 

GOODSPEED.  MRS.  E.  J. 

GOUWENS.  REV.  TEUNI9  E. 

GREGG.  FRANK  M. 

HARRISON.  SHELBY  M. 

HATCH.  HAROLD  A. 

HOLMQUIST.  MISS  LOUISE 
HOWERTON.  PROF.  JAMES  R. 
JONES.  PROF.  RUFUS  M. 

KELLOGG.  PAUL  U. 

KELLY.  DR.  HOWARD  A. 

KING.  PRES.  HENRY  CHURCHIL 
KLINE.  J.  W. 

K  REH  BIEL.  REV.  H.  J. 

LEHMANN.  REV.  T. 

LENNON.  JOHN  B. 

LINES.  RT.  REV.  EDWIN  S. 
LOVEJOY.  REV.  OWEN  R. 

LUMLEY.  PROF.  F.  E. 

MCAFEE.  J.  E. 

MCCONNELL.  BISHOP  FRANCIS  J. 
MCDOWELL.  MISS  MARY  E. 
MACDONELL.  MRS.  R.  W. 

MARLIN.  REV.  H.  H. 

MELISH.  REV.  J.  HOWARD 
MORRISON,  FRANK 
NICHOLSON.  REV.  I.  C. 

PETERS.  REV.  H.  H. 

PETERS.  REV.  JOHN  P. 

POWERS.  REV.  O.  W. 

RALL.  REV.  H.  FRANKLIN 
RANKIN,  REV.  E.  W. 

REYNOLDS.  REV.  A.  L. 

RICE.  REV.  JOHN  A. 

RICHARDS.  PROF.  GEORGE  W. 
ROBERTS.  REV.  RICHARD 
ROBERTS.  REV.  R.  T. 

ROBINS.  MRS.  RAYMOND 
ROWE.  PROF.  HENRY  K. 

SCALES.  A.  M. 

SCUDDER.  PROF.  VIDA  D. 
SHENTON.  HERBERT  N. 

SIMMS.  MISS  FLORENCE 
SKAGGS.  REV.  JAMES  L. 

SMALL,  PROF.  ALBION  W. 
STEINER.  PROF.  EDWARD  A. 
STRAYER.  REV.  PAUL  MOORE 
SUMMERBELL.  REV.  CARLYLE 
TAYLOR.  PROF.  ALVA  W. 

TAYLOR.  PROF.  GRAHAM 
THOMAS.  REV.  FRANK  M. 

THOMAS  REV.  JOHN  T. 

TOWSON.  CHARLES  R. 

VANCE.  REV.  JOSEPH  A. 

WARD.  REV.  HARRY  F. 

WHITE.  REV.  GAYLORD  9. 
WILLIAMS.  RT.  REV.  C.  D. 
WILLIAMS.  JOHN 
WILLIAMS.  WHITING 
WOLLE.  REV.  E.  S. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  in  behalf  of  the  Porto 
Rico  Commission  is  organizing  a  mailing  to  a  selected 
list  of  churches  asking  the  pastors  to  interest  their 
people  in  assisting  to  relieve  the  sufferers  from  the 
recent  earthquakes  in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico.  Authentic 
information  from  officials  of  the  Island  and  letters  of 
thorough  approval  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Insular  Affairs  of  the  House,  indicate  that  many  towns,  one 
of  them  the  second  city  in  the  Island,  have  been  as  com¬ 
pletely  destroyed  as  cities  in  the  war  zone  of  France.  Many 
hundreds  of  families  are  living  in  the  open  without  shelter. 

The  appeal  is  to  assist  in  building  them  homes  and  starting 
them  in  life  again.  The  plan  to  be  followed  is  to  make 
loans  on  long  time  without  interest  and  to  turn  the  money 
finally  into  the  school  system  of  the  Island.  It  is  a  sur¬ 
prising  fact  that  approximately  200,000  children  are  out  of 
school  because  of  poverty  and  lack  of  facilities. 

It  is  desired  to  create  a  committee  of  Protestant  churches 
and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  you  will  consent  to  the  use 
of  your  name.  We  shall  appreciate  a  wire  collect  to  that 
effect  since  the  letter  should  go  out  immediately.  Those 
who  have  already  accepted  membership  are  Dr.  Macfarland,  Dr. 
Haven,  Dr.  Haggard,  Dr.  Tippy,  Dr.  Inman  and  Bishop  MacDowell. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


wmt/g 


Executive  Secretary 


March  16th, 1920. 


The  Hey.  Y-'orth  M.  Tippy 


105  Fast  ?2nd  Street 
Nw  York:  nity. 


iSy  dear  I>r.  Tippy, 


I  am  sorry  to  have  been  delayed  so  long  in  replying  to  your  letter 


of  February  27th, but-  I  wished  to  snake  inquiries  regarding  the  matter  of  which 
you  wrote  before  replying.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  say  that  I  can  not  act  as  a 
member  of  a  Committee  cf  the  Federal  Online il  sanctioning  a  call  to  our  churches 
"asking  tine  pastors  to  interest  their  people  in  assisting  to  relieve  the  suf¬ 
ferers  from  the  recent  earthquakes  in  the  Island  of  Fcrto  rico.  In  the  first 
place  these  earthquakes  are  not  recent.  They  occurred  in  October  1918.  In  the 
second  plea®,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  object,  of  the  proposed  fund  is  not  to 
assist  the  poor  but  to  aid  the,  moderately  well  to  do  in  reestablishing  their 
homes.  '"hi.?  is  a  laudable  endeavor, but  not  one, I  think,  which  Justifies  an  appeal 
to  our  churches.  In  the  third  place,  the  plan, as  outlined  in  the  Rev  vork  Herald 
for  October  19, 1919, states  that,  the  relief  fund  "will  be  devoted  primarily  to  the 
rebuilding  or  repairing  of  the  hones  destroyed.  The  funds  thus  advanced  to  the 
property  owner  will  be  refunded  by  him  to  the  association  on  installments  covering 
a  long  term  of  years,  find  the  loan  naturally  will  be  secured  by  some  sort  of  a 
lien  upon  the  property.  The  amounts  refunded  to  the  association  shall  be  devoted 
entirely  to  the  establishment  of  hospitals,  asylums  and.  schools, greatly  needed  in 
the  destroyed  districts."  The  future  philanthropic  use  of  these  funds  for  hospi¬ 
tals, schools, etc. .seems  to  m  to  be  too  indefinitely  stated  to  Justify  our  commen¬ 
dation  of  it  to  the  churches.  '"he  Building  and  Loan  aspect  of  the  funds  is  an 
entirely  proper  and  commendable  undertaking, but  if  it  is  a  sound  business  proposi- 


Dr.  Tippy, #2. 

tioa,  I  think  it  should  he  handled  on  that  basis  and  not  as  a  charitable  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  churches. 

Very  faithfully  jours. 


RKSiO. 


*  ti 

THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL 

REV.  FRANK  MASON  NORTH 

PRESIDENT 

F^EV.  CHARLES  S.  MACFARLAND 

GENERAL  SECRETARY 

ALFRED  R.  KIMBALL 

TREASURER 


THE  COMMISSION 
PRES.  HENRY  CHURCHILL  KING 
CHAIRMAN 

REV.  WORTH  M.  TIPPY 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

REV.  F.  ERNEST  JOHNSON 

RE9EARCH  SECRETARY 

MISS  GRACE  W.  SIMS 

OFFICE  SECRETARY 


Itftnd,  7i\ 

FEDERAL  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 


CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 
COMMISSION  ON 

THE  CHURCH  AND  SOCIAL  SERVICE 


105  East  Twenty-Second  Street 


filing  dej  t 

Apr  14^9^0 


SECRETARIAL  COUNCIL 

F  EV.  •S^CY^J5k:?K}£9i5Y/  '7 

- ^IA  BEACON  STREET 

BOSTON.  MASST - - - - 

REV.  SAMUEL  Z.  BATTEN 

1701  CHESTNUT  STREET 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 

REV.  FRANK  M.  CROUCH 
281  FOURTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
REV.  JOHN  MCDOWELL 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


| 

I 


PROF.  ALVA  W.  TAYLOR 

BIBLE  COLLEGE  OF  MISSOURI 
COLUMBIA.  MO. 


REV.  HARRY  F.  WARD 

150  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


COMMISSION  MEMBERS 

ABBOTT.  REV.  ERNEST  H. 
ANDERSON.  C.  K. 

ATKINSON.  REV.  HENRY  A. 
BABSON.  ROGER  W. 

BATTEN.  REV.  SAMUEL  Z. 

BEARD.  REV.  WM.  S. 

BELL.  BISHOP  WILLIAM  M. 

CARTER,  REV.  CHARLES  F. 
CHAPPELL.  MISS  WINIFRED 
CHASE.  HAROLD  T. 

COCHRAN.  WILLIAM  F. 

CROUCH. REV.  FRANK  M. 

DAY.  REV.  JONATHAN  C. 

DEVINE.  PROF.  EDWARD  T. 
EDWARDS.  REV.  RICHARD  H. 
EVANS.  PROF.  DANIEL 
GLENN.  JOHN  M. 

GOODSPEED.  MRS.  E.  J. 

GOUWENS.  REV.  TEUNIS  E. 

GREGG.  FRANK  M. 

HARRISON.  SHELBY  M. 

HATCH.  HAROLD  A. 

HOLMQUiST.  MISS  LOUISE 
HOWERTON.  PROF.  JAMES  R. 
JONES.  PROF.  RUFUS  M. 

KELLOGG.  PAUL  U. 

KELLY.  DR.  HOWARD  A. 

KING.  PRES.  HENRY  CHURCH1L 
KLINE.  J.  W. 

KREHBIEL.  R  EV.  H.  J. 

LEHMANN.  REV.  T. 

LENNON.  JOHN  B. 

LINES.  RT.  REV.  EDWIN  S. 

LOVE  JO  Y ,  REV.  OWEN  R. 

LUMLEY.  PROF.  F  .  E. 

MCAFEE.  J.  E. 

MCCONNELL.  BISHOP  FRANCIS  J. 
MCDOWELL.  MISS  MARY  E. 
MACOONELL,  MRS.  R.  W. 

MARLIN.  REV.  H.  H. 

MELISH.  REV.  J.  HOWARD 
MORRISON.  FRANK 
NICHOLSON.  REV.  I.  C. 

PETERS.  REV.  H.  H. 

PETERS.  REV.  JOHN  P. 

POWERS.  REV.  O.  W. 

RALL.  REV.  H.  FRANKLIN 
RANKIN.  REV.  E.  W. 

REYNOLDS.  REV.  A.  L. 

RICE.  REV.  JOHN  A. 

RICHARDS.  PROF.  GEORGE  W. 
ROBERTS.  REV.  RICHARD 
ROBERTS.  REV.  R.  T. 

ROBINS.  MRS.  RAYMOND 
ROWE.  PROF.  HENRY  K. 

SCALES.  A.  M. 

SCUDDER.  PROF.  VIDA  □. 

SHENTON.  HERBERT  N. 

SIMMS.  MISS  FLORENCE 
SKAGGS.  REV.  JAMES  L. 

SMALL.  PROF.  ALBION  W. 

STEINER.  PROF.  EDWARD  A. 
STRAYER.  REV.  PAUL  MOORE 
SUMMERBELL.  REV.  CARLYLE 
TAYLOR.  PROF.  ALVA  W. 

TAYLOR,  PROF.  GRAHAM 
THOMAS.  REV.  FRANK  M. 

THOMAS  REV.  JOHN  T. 

TOWSON.  CHARLES  R. 

VANCE.  REV.  JOSEPH  A. 

WARD.  REV.  HARRY  F. 

WHITE.  REV.  GAYLORD  S. 
WILLIAMS.  RT.  REV.  C.  D. 
WILLIAMS.  JOHN 
WILLIAMS.  WHITING 
WOLLE.  REV.  E.  S. 


.  £(.  March  51,  1920 


Dr.  Robert,  E.  Speer, 

156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  March  16th  relative  to 
the  Porto  Rico  Earthquake  Relief.  I  think  I  apprec¬ 
iate  the  point  of  view  which  causes  you  to  withhold 
your  signature  to  the  appeal.  I  understand  from  Mr. 
Ferguson  that  while  the  earthquake  occurred  in  1918 
there  have  been  repetitions  since,  some  very  recently. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  check  up  on  Mr.  Ferguson's  in¬ 
formation  except  to  the  fact  that  he  has  the  support  of 
the  President,  the  °ecretar,;,  of  ,,ar  and  the  Insular 
authorities . 

I  understand  from  Mr.  Ferguson  that  the  school  system 
of  Porto  Rico  is  badly  below  par  and  that  approximately 
two  hundred  thousand  children  are  out  of  school  for  lack 
of  facilities  and  because  of  poverty.  The  plan  of  turn¬ 
ing  this  gift  into  the  school  system/ which  was  the  plan 
he  outlined  to  me/seemed  to  me  on  the  whole  to  be  a  good 
thing, assuming,  as  he  informed  me,  that  the  people  would 
he  able  to  pay  back  the  money. 

Very  sincerely  y 


V.MT/g  Executive 


m.  u  j 

Secretary 


THE 

YEAR  BOOK 
OF  THE  CHURCHES 
FOR  1920 

Will  answer  your  questions  about 

Religious  bodies  in  the  United  States — 
their  headquarters,  officers,  boards, 
schools,  periodicals. 

Official  religious  statistics — churches,  Sun¬ 
day  schools,  home  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

Interdenominational  and  similar  organiza¬ 
tions — educational,  missionary,  social, 
reconstruction,  etc. 

Interchurch  federations  —  local,  state, 
foreign. 

Chaplains  in  the  army  and  navy — their 
names,  rank,  denominations. 

and  a  hundred  other  things  you  cannot  find 
elsewhere 

Price  75  Cents 

FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE 
CHURCHES 

105  East  22nd  St.  New  Yolk  City 

(See  order  form  on  other  side) 


Fill  in  at  once  and  mail  with  75  cents  to 

Federal  Council  of  the  Churches,  105  East  22nd  Street,  New  York  City. 


Federal  Council  of  the  Churches, 

105  East  22nd  Street, 

New  York  City. 

Dear  Sirs: 

Enclosed  find  75  cents,  for  which  please  send  me  a  copy  of  The  Year  Book  of  the 
Churches  for  1920. 

Name . 


Address 


(Over) 


*Orri£b  7^ . 

MEMORANDUM 


'l  LING 


1 


Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 
105  East  22d  Street 
New  York 


DEC  16 1920 


Date  12/11/ro 


From:  Dr.  Tippy 

Tot  Dr .  Speer 

Subject:  THE  UNEMPLOYMENT  SITUATION 


The  attached  memorandum  is  for  your  inf ormation. 


'\JO  YYi  .  | 

s 


I 


THE  UHEMPLOffiBHT  SITUATION 
Statement  to  Pastors  by  the  Secretaries  for 


SEC  M 

Social  Service 


She  Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service  has  been  malting  inquiries 
to  ascertain  the  probable  inorease  and  continuance  of  unenfjlojmtent  and  what  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  to  meet  it.  Its  findings  are  as  follows: 

It  can  discover  no  concerted  action  as  yet  to  meet  the  problem. 


Ihs  general  situation  is  expressed  bfc  the  Employment  Bureau  of  the  Hew  York  State 
Industrial  Commission.  There  appeared  to  be  a  net  unemployment  in  the  state  of  Hew 
York  in  November  of  20  percent.  This  is  increased  normally  as  the  cold  months  are 
entered,  and  by  labor  troubles,  such  as  those  in  the  Garment  trades.  The  seasonal 
unemployment  in  Hew  York  usually  approximates  250,000  much  of  it  unavoidable.  There 
is  always  under  any  circunstances  an  unemployment  of  from  7  to  10  percent  doe  to  suoh 
oauaes  as  changes  of  employment .voluntary  idleness  and  shiftleasness.  This  would 
total  from  70,000  to  100,000  idle  persons  in  the  state  of  Hew  York  at  ary  given  time. 

The  Nffw  York  State  Industrial  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present 
unuaual  employment;  is  temporary.  This  conclusion  is  based  on  the  following  reasons: 
Under  normal  conditions  there  would  be  at  present  a  great  shortage  of  labor  and  at 
the  sane  time  under-production.  As  soon  as  retailers  take  their  looses,  which  must 
come  soon,  business  will  revivie.  It  is  expected  that  the  automobile  Indus tryww ill 
revive  early  in  the  year,  which  will  affect  affiliated  industries,  We  shall  know 
better  what  to  expect  by  the  middle  of  January  or  the  first  of  February. 


There  seems  to  be  therefore  no  occasion  for  setting  up  relief  organization 
on  a  large  sdale  at  the  present  time.  Employers  should  be  urged  rather  to  take  oare 
of  their  employes,  by  going  ahead  with  production  or  by  part  time  work.  It  is  a 
good  time  to  cleanup  plants,  thus  giglng  productive  work  to  the  unskilled.  It  is 
also  espeo ially  unfortunate  just  now  to  start  labor  troubles  over  the  open  shop,  or 
to  seek  to  break  up  unions  by  discharge,  lowering  of  wages  without  consultation,  and 
re-employment  on  an  individual  basis.  What  the  country  now  needs  if  good  will  and 
cooperation  between  employers  and  employes,  with  their  resulting  confidence  and 
cheerfulness. 


A  period  of  uremployment  offers  opportunity  for  the  expressbn  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  spirit  by  churches  and  for  intensified  pastoral  visitation.  Homes  in  which  the 
bread  winner  has  been  long  out  of  work  are  sorely  tried.  The  friendship  o  f  the  churo 
is  then  a  great  cbmfort  and  strength.  A  church  is  strong  enough  to  tide  over  aiy 
family  in  its  membership  known  to  be  in  actual  need.  If  it  does  not  do  so  its  reli¬ 
gion  is  skin  deep.  Under  ordinary  a iroumstances  men  long  out  of  work  can  be  given 
enough  work  to  keep  them  going  by  pastors  calling  upon  employers  for  partial  emp  oy- 
ment,  or  by  getting  odd  jobs  about  homes.  A  loan  fund,  judiciously  administered  and 
not  available  for  unknown  transients  (let  the  city  or  the  Assoc  iated  Char  it  ies  take 
care  of  them),  is  great  help.  It  goes  without  saying  in  dost  communities  that  relief 
work  by  churches  should  be  kept  in  touch  with  the  charity  organization  society  of  the 


community. 


Samuel  2.  Batten,  Baptis# 

M.  P.  Burns,  Methodist  Episcopal 
William  Freas,  Lutheran 
Rolv  ix  Har  lan,  Bapt  ist 
Arthur  E.  Holt,  Congregational 
John  McDowell,  Presbyterian 


James  M.  Mullan,  Reformed 
Charles  Scanlon,  Presbyterian 
Alva  W.  Taylor,  Disciples 
Harry  F.  Ward,  Methodist  Episcopal 
Charles  H.  lathnop,  Episcopal 
F.  Ernest  Johnson,  Conmission  on 

the  Church  and  Social  Servioe 


Worth  M. Tippy,  Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service 


November  9th,1920, 


Mr.  John  D.  Rockefeller, Jr., 

26  Broadway, 

Mew  York  City. 

My  dear  Hr.  Rockefeller, 

The  Chairman  of  the  /dministratlve  Committee  of  the  Federal 
Connell  has  asked  me  to  invite  you  in  the  most  cordial  and  earnest  way  I 
could  to  attend  the  coming  meeting  of  the  Federal  Council,  which  is  to  be 
held  in  Boston,  pecember  1st  to  the  6th.  The  meetings  begin  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Pecember  1st,  and  the  morning  of  Pscember  2nd,  I  believe,  is  to 
be  devoted  to  a  discussion  on  the  duty  and  functions  of  the  Federal  Council 
in  the  field  of  cooperation  in  the  light  of  the  situation  in  which  the  churches 
have  been  left  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Intor-Church  World  Movement.  Would 
it  not  be  possible  for  you  to  attend  at  least  a  few  of  the  sessions  at  Boston 
to  Judge  for  yourself  as  to  the  work  of  the  Federal  Council, the  spirit  of  those 
who  have  been  elected  by  the  different  churches  as  its  members, and  the  possibil¬ 
ities  of  its  fruitful  work? 

There  would  seem  to  be  nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Council  that 
need  limit  a  very  great  enlargement  of  its  activity  as  a  cooperating  agency  of 
the  churches.  It  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  made  up  of  officially  chosen 
representatives  of  30  or  more  different  denominations.  There  is  a  good  prospect 
that  the  United  Lutheran  Church  will  join  this  year.  I  do  not  believe  that 

fj 

any  interdenomination  organization  that  would  displace  or  duplicate  the  Federal 
Council  coUld  be  extablished  now, and  the  Council  itself  is  evidently  ready  and 
desirous  of  adjusting  itself  to  render  any  service  that  is  possible  for  it. 


RlUsC 


Very  cordially  yours. 


]  filing  r  ;  rf 


T  fse  emb  cr  Is  t ,  1  9£0 . 


Mr.  John  r.  Rockefeller  Jr. , 

Nev:  York  City. 

My  dear  Sir.  Rockefeller, 

I  enclose  herewith  a  pronrejn  of  the  Federal  Council  meeting;  in 

Boston. 

'Vhen  I  wrote  to  you  at  T)r.  laws  on*  3  request  I  did  not  know  of 
the  proposal  of  which  I  later  e  learned,  that  I  should  accept  the  presidency 
of  the  Federal  Council  for  the  next  ten  of  four  years.  I  endeavored  at  once 
to  get  this  idea  dropped, but  so  many  of  those  whose  judgment  I  value  have 
urged  that  I  had  no  right  to  avoid  this  difficult,  task  that  I  have  agreed  to 
undertake  it,  having  in  mind  the  things  that  it  may  be  possible  to  achieve 
and  the  thing3  that  it  may  be  possible  to  prevent.  I  trust  that  you  may 
be  willing  to  heap  us  with  your  counsel  as  we  try  to  work  out  the  problem 

of  cooperative  Christian  effort  among  the  churches. 

Very  faithfully  yoursip 


Fecember  7th,  19 TO, 


Mr.  John  ?.  Rockefeller , Jr. , 

26  Broadway, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Mr.  Hoekef oiler. 

On  returning  from  Boston  this  morning  I  found  your  good  letter  of 
L ecember  4ch.  Mr.  Speers  told  me  of  the  infection  of  your  finger  which  had 
prevented  you  going  to  Maine  as  you  had  planned  a nd  stopping  in  Boston  on  the 
way.  I  am  glad  that  you  have  had  relief  and  that  the  infection  has  not 


developed  in  more  seriou3  consequences. 


1  wish  very  much,  that  you  might  have  been  at  the  Council.  The  meetings 
were  far  more  profitable  and  fruitful  than  1  had  ventured  to  anticipate.  It 
was  the  largest  meeting  of  the  Council  that  has  been  held  with  some  500  present, 
including  »ery  helpful  groups  from  the  Lutheran  and  Bpiscopal  churches  which, as 


you  know,  held  aloof  from  the  Inter-church  Movement  end  which  have  not  as  yet 

N  \ 

become  formally  identified  with  the  Federal  Council.  Two  of  our  meetings  were 
held  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  and  Trinity  Church  and  three  of  thorn  were  presided 
over  by  Bishop  Lawrence,  Bisgop  Gailor  and  Bishop  Babcock.  The  discussions  and 
actions  in  the  Council  were, I  think,  very  sensible, and  the  conferences  of  the  last 
days  over  the  negro  problem  were  participated  in  both  by  the  negro  representatives 
and  by  some  of  the  leading  southern  white  men  and  were  extremely  encouraging. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  tie  Committee  on  Methods  of  Cooperation* 
which  was  adopted,!  think,  with  practical  unanimity  and  which  was  intended  to  set 
forth  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  Council. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  calling  attention  to  the  proposed  report  on  leporta- 
tion  (gases.  I  called  up  Mr.  Johnson  at  once  to  ask  about  the  matter  and  learn®,  that 
tiiis  was  largely  material  which  had  been  gathered  by  the  Inter-church  World  Movement 


J.B. Rockefeller, #2. 

aixl  had  been  turned  over  to  him.  I  have  asked  him  to  let  me  see  the  material 
and .meanwhile,  to  make  sure  that  no  such  statement  was  issued  from  or  in  the 
name  of  the  Federal  Council.  I  should  be  very  glad,  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
material  as  soon  as  it  comes, or  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  friends  of  whom 


you  speak 


Very  faithfully  yours 


FILING 


SF.CR.i-:  '  • 


lecember  11th, 1920. 


Mr.  Joim  T.  Rockefeller, Jr. , 

25  Broadway, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  rr.  Rockefeller, 

I  have  just  finished  the  reading  of  the  report  on  the  deportation 
cases.  It  appears  to  he  a  very  temperate  statement, based  not  on  hearsay 
at  all  but  on  the  actual  testimony  taken  in  the  various  cases.  I  enclose 
the  galley  proof  of  the  report  herewith.  Mr.  Johnson  says  that  the  material 
has  been  submitted  to  pean  Stone  of  the  Columbia  law  School  and  that  he  would 
be  very  glad  indeed  to  go  over  it  with  the  friend  of  whom  you  wrote  in  your 
letter.  He  would  find  Mr.  Johnson  at  105  Bast  22na  Strest,City. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


RES:C. 

Bno. 


26  Broadway 
New  York 


:  ~ 


FILING  l 
-C#kT*ffiES 


December  11,  ^920. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: 

I  have  your  letter  of  December  7th,  and  am  glad  to  hear 
this  further  report  of  the  meeting  in  Boston  last  week.  Thank  you 
for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Methods  of  Cooperation.  1  shall 
be  happy  to  faniliarize  myself  with  it. 

As  to  the  proposed  printing  of  the  report  on  deportation 
cases,  since  you  are  'willing  to  ses  my  friend  I  think  it  would  be  worth 
your  while  to  give  him  a  few  minutes,  that  he  may  tell  you  what  he 
knows  about  the  matter.  He  is  Mr.  John  Trevor,  a  lawyer  of  standing 
in  the  community  and  a  lifelong  f  ilend  of  mine.  I  am  writing  Mr. 
Trevor,  quoting  what  you  say  in  regard  to  your  inquiry  from  Mr.  John¬ 
son,  aid  am  asking  him  to  conmunicate  with  you  to  arrange  an  interview 
at  your  convenience. 

As  you  of  course  realize,  I  have  no  personal  interest  in 
this  matter,  but  having  confidence  in  Mr.  Trevor's  judgment,  and  be¬ 
lieving,  as  I  know  you  do,  that  the  issuance  of  a  report  on  a  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  kind  should  receive  most  careful  consideration,  I  have 
felt  that  you  at  least  should  have  the  opportunity  of  familiarizing 
yourself  v/ith  the  point  of  view  which  Mr.  Trevor  has  brought  to  me. 

You  will  doubtless  hear  from  Mr.  Trevor  in  due  course. 

Very  c 

<1 


Dr.  Robert  E,  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 


ROCHESTER  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
ROCHESTER.  N.Y. 


Dr. Robert  ‘.Speer 
106  E  22n d  St. 

New  York  City. 

~y  dear  Dr. Speer 


lir, 


FILING  DEPT. 

MAm  14  1921 

ihcrLtar/es 


•uet 


written 
i'or  two 
which  the 
Social  Service 


the  enclosed 
erection  anc. 
organization 
seems  one  of 
institution  which 


to 


>1  of 


I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  hav 
to  T.Tr  .Rockefeller  which  explains  itself.  I  am  sending  it  to  you 
reasons. First  .that  you  may  know  .the  background  of.  he  conference 
Research  Department  of  the  Federal  Council  Commission  on 

is  arranging  for  January  15th. Second .because  it  has  come 
me  quite  directly  that  Mrs .Rockefeller  would  appreciate  it  it 
t  iv  over  che  matter  of  this  conference  with  Mr. Rockefeller. 

I  should  like  to  add  a  word  in  addition  to  the  materir 
letter. To  many  of  the  younger  men  in  the  ministry  the 
maintenance  of  an  efficient  fact  gathering;  and  distributing 
to  function  in  the  field  of  social  ..nd  industrial . Christianity 
the  most  pres  ing  needs  of  the  Church.  The  Church  i  tr.e  one 
is  supremely  concerned  with  what  h  evens  to  folks  in 
industry. The  employing  e-roups  are  interested  in  production 
]  -  •  lead  rs  are  tc  >  fre  uently  interested  in  simply  the  in  r 

]  ■  ov  sr  roi  ei  bl  ]  roup  can  we  1  Jei  tain  of  a  true  report  of 

the  actual  it  tion  oi  ^  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Christian 

B]  i  t  r  de  :‘r  3  chan  ism  for  finding  the  facts  the 

runs  the  risk  of  being-  a  moral  sonnambulist  wandering  in  the 
industri  1  world  drugged  by  the  prouag  nda  of  those  ho  have 

interest  in  obscuration.  .  ,  .  ....  .  - 

The  Church  is  c  pahle  of  doing  this  work  scientifically 

r,g  well  as  with  Christian  sentii  s  t  .  As  an  illustration  of  this  'act  we 
would  cite  the" Industrial  Note-book"  published  by  the  National  Young 
’.'omans  Christian  Association, a  publication  that 
suspended  for  lack  of  funds. One  of  the  ablest  economists 
told  me  recently  that  of  all  the  publications  which  came 


irk  of  our 
self i sh 


be-.-nmont  1  nr  private, none  was-  more  ^  framed i 


unfortunately  has  been 

in  this  country 
to  hi  7  sk, 
than  this 


the 


economist 
■r, 


1  Industrial  Note-book" .find 

'he  Feder  1  Council  ese 
adequ  te  support  would  he  xble  to  perform 
usefulness  in  this  field. 

To  do  thiS  in  a 
that  we  must  have  the  .dvice  and 
business  men. We  cannot  make  real 


tely  useful 
is  v  Jew . 

.rch  Department 
a 


if  given 


service  of  extraordinary 


thoroughgoing  fashion, however .means 
support  of  our  progressive  Christian 
progress  now  without  them. It 


go 


more  slowly  .vith  them 


better  c 

them. This  is  the  reason  why  we  are 
men  as  Mr .Rockefeller  and  Mr .Henry 

I  would  not  h  ve  t  ken  so  much  of 
if  x  had  not  felt  as  a  chri; tian  worker  the  urgency 
hourwhen  the  technicians  like  Herbert  Hoover .Robert 
Cantt  and  Morris  Cooke  are  demonstrating  th 
are  the  only  scientific  rs  well  as  the  only 
not 

society. Her  task  is  to  he  worthy  .  _ 

of  that  leadership  is  an  honest  attempt  to  r.e  intelligent 
f  cts.lt  is 

on  the  loth  concerning 


will  he 

than  to  attempt  to  haste#  on  without 
anxious  to  secure  the  interest  oi  such 
Dennison. 

your  time  ?Dr. Speer, 
of  this  matter. An 
Valentine  .Henry 
t  Christian  principles 
moral  bases  of  industry  is 
her  moral  leadership  in 


n  hour  when  the  Church  should  despair  oi  her  mor 

of  thai  i  Lementar 

concerning  the 

this  necessity  which  will  he  frankly  faced  in  the  coninrerce 
which  Mr. Johnson  or  Mr. C avert  can  give  you  wore 


detailed  information. 


Respectfully  yours 


U) 


eo3^  19  an. 


FILING  DEFT 


'  r. John  E. Rockefeller, Jr. 

16  Broadway, 

Hew  York  City, 

Jy  dear  ’"r. Rockefeller 

^  "bout  two  weekB  ago,  through  the  courtesy  of  :'ian 
Jlorence  ->lmms  of  the  Rational  Young  "’omens  Christian  saooiation, I  "had 

£r rV'i98^°^i  taPing  °yer  aftr*aia  matters  with  Mr s. Rockefeller 
which  I  should  like  to  put  before  you. 

T  4.  v  ,  ^llJeo  the  ouapeaaion  of  activities  on  the  pert  of 

,J“e  rnt®rchuroh  orld  ovement  a  number  of  Christian  non  nd  women  have 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  of  the  work  contemplated  by  the  Indus tri  1 
relations  Department  of  the  Interohuroh  night  be  continued. is  spite 
of  certain  inadequacies  in  the  3teel  Strike  Report  ,in  the  making  of 
th  t  .eport  the  Church  took  a  trench  which  it  ought  not  to  abandon. Those 
ui  us  who  have  an  opportunity  to  meet  leaders  of  the  workers  kno  that 
the  report  sent  a  kind  of  thrill  through  the  American  labor  world.lt 
demonstrated  more  fully  than  any  number  of  resolutions  might  have  done  that 
i^urch  is  not.es  charged  in  many  labor  publications, the  tool  or  the 
booallod  capitalist  ela.s  but  is  oapable  of  acting  in  freedom  in 
uncovering  the  facts  concerning  a  difficult  social  aituotion.Bor  would 
conceal  roro  you  the  new  confidence  in  the  ehuroh  which  as  a  result  of 
that  report  has  oome  into  the  hearts  of  m  ny  of  the  younger  men  in  the* 

$f  ®1<s,rt,vanS  virile  type  who  are  working  at  their  tacks 
aev'  aith  that  through  the  ohurohes  they  may  help  to  solve  some  o^  the 
pitilessly  acute  moral  issues  of  our  time. 

^  .  With  the  passing  of  the  Interohuroh  the  question 
j  reeenac  iuaell  how  may  ho  .■hunch  find  the  facts  concerning  the  nor  1 
a.nG  spiritual  issues  in  our  industrial  life  and  secure  a  knowledge  or 
',h?sf  lacta  on  the  part  of  its  constituents,  orae  have  urged  the 
establishment  under  Christian  auspices  of  an  independent  research  bureau 
which  would  be  separated  from  the  control  of  the  official  church 
organizations. fhe  difficulty  with  this  proposal  is  th't  uch  an 
independent  movement  would  be  in  competition  with  the  activities  co¬ 
existing  Christian  agencies  and  further  that  it  would  probably  come  un'er 
wn,  p  Kifut  be  called  radical  control  r nd  prove  to  be  simply  one  more 
radical  movement  end  unrepresentative  of  the  re-1  spirit  of  the  Ohunch.lt 
har  seemed, accordingly,  that  this  task  of  industrial  research  ought  to 
be  prog'  out ed  by  -gancies  definitely  snd  officially  representative  of  the 
0l.urch.3y  this  method  the  work:  would  be  under  a  control  more  representative 
control  of  an  independent  bureau  could  possibly  bo, the  contact 
wiuh  die  constituency  of  ‘he  ohurohes  would  be  tiore  intimate  and  certain 
the  limitation  oi  the  activities  of  the  bur  era  to  fact  reporting  and 
cistribution  and  to  the  interr-ratation  of  the  fac'B  from  an  avowedly 
Christian  stand;  oint  wou  d  be  more  s\ire  nd  the  pressure  in  behalf  of 
accuracy  and  in  o  position  to  any  tendency  to  pro  agandise  for  any 
economic  dogma  would  bo  more  severe. 

..  .  ,  i  or  theBc-  reasons  some  of  us  o  re  interested  in  the 

prosecution  of  this  tack  of  industrial  research  feel  th  t  some  organization 
really  representative  of  ‘he  church  must  undert  ke  this  work.  'hen  you 
can  vs  -!  the  situation  after  the  parsing  of  the  Interohuroh  y  ;u  find  just 
one  organ! z  i/ion  which  is  capable  of  functioning  in  this  representative 
oapacity. That  organization  is  th©  1  after  .1  Council  of  the  Churohes  of 
Christ  in  Araerioa.  I  am  not  a  member  of  any  of  the  Boards  or 
.emmi  sc  ions  o.i  the  Council  •  nd  I  have  no  intimate  acquaintance  with  its 
history. I  may  s-y  frankly  that  I  have  heard  some  criticism  of  the  Counoil 


o 


that  affects  phases  of  its  p>  at  organization .,nd  activity .  But  we  are 
confronted  with  a  condition  and  not  a  heory.  e  h  ve  this  new  vision 
of  chrittian  cooperation  which  v:as  given  as  through  the  InteAhurch 
overrent  ■  nd  we  have  t’  is  concrete  instrumentality  left  to  us  by  which 
we  may  be  able  to  achieve  so  much  of  that  vision  as  is  practically 
realiz  ble  now.Yhe  program  for  reorganizing  the  Fader  1  Council  and 
the  leadership  of  lr. Robert  B. Sneer  seem  to  promise  genuine  progres  .As  a 
matter  of  practical  policy  and  of  solidarity  with  the  organized 
Christian  movement  it  appears  that  e  ought  to  seek  to  accomplish 
what  we  have  in  mind  in’ the  way  of  industrial  re.earoh  through  the  federal 
Council  if  that  is  a  possibility. 

That  this  possibility  does  exist  is  clear  by  reason  of  the 
situation  within  the  federal  Council  itself,  'he  Commission  on  Soci- 1 
Service  of  the  Council  has  a  department  of  Industrial  Research. This 
Department  has  a  small  budget  of  about  ,,£0,000  per  year  and  a  Secretary 
the  Rev.  '. 0 . Johnson .  r. Johnson  is  a  man  with  a  well  balanced  ind.who 
is  trusted  by  those  who  know  him  and  who  understands  he  need  of  com. etent 
couneilOutside  of  :r. Johnson’s  connection  with  the  Department  the  field  is 
clear  for  the  develop  ent  of  such  a  program  of  research  as  the  leaders  in 
p g t i an  ork  may  desire .X  believe  th  t  the  foundation  exists  -or  .lie 
building  of  a  department  which  could  be  off  exceptional  service  to  the 
churches  and  to  such  agencies  as  the  Y.W.C.A*  an t  the  Y.  :.C.A. 

Inasmuch  as  the  convictions  which  I  have  just  outlined  above 
■re  shared  by  a  number  of  eople  who  are  active  in  some  form  of  Christian 
service, the  Commission  on  ':oci  .1  Service  of  the  federal  Counoil  with 
other  int  rested  persons  is  calling  a  conference  on  Industrial  eaenrch 
which  will  be  held  at  the  building  of  the  M-tional  Board  of  the  Young 
'.omens  Christian  ■  as  eolations  ,  600  ,exington  .we,  J  .nuary  15  vh  at. If 
You  will  receive  an  invitation  to  this  conference  and  I  m  writing  in  this 
extended  iashion  to  give  you  some  of  its  background  and  to  express  the 
hope  bh  .t  it  may  be  possible  for  you  to  be  present. I  h  ve  made  bold  to 
do"*  so  for  he  i  ea  on’,  :r.  Rockefeller ,  that  you  represent  the  type  of  man 
whom  the  Qhurch  sorely  needs  in  its  counsels  upon  this  problem. The  churches 
h  ve  passed  various  resolutions  in  egard  to  industri  1  matters , some  is 
and  some  unwise, but  these  resolutions  have  been  for  the  most  part  the 
utt  ranees  of  the  clergy  and  of  social  workers,  e  have  not  used  as  wc. 
should  the  counsel  of  our  progressive  Christian  business  men.  .he  time  has 
come  when  resolutions  no  longer  suffice. Ve  ought  now  to. search  out  and 
give  publicity  to  ev. ry  concrete  step  small  or  great  which  is  taken  in  the 
world  of  industry  toward  the  realization  of  Christian  ideals  nd  the 
expression  of  the  christen  spirit.  The  Church  is  the  one  human  institution 
which  is  supremely  concerned,  with  the  fate  of  the  people ,  ei ’ployers  n(- 
employed,  who  are  involved  in  the  industrial  process. She  owes  it  to  r er 
children  to  give  them  all  the  light  she  c-n  up,  n  the  meaning  oi  the 
Christian  li:e  in  the  industri- 1  world, and  she  must  give  bh  t  light  now 
not  so  much  in  terms  of  resolutions  as  in  terms  of  things  done .experiments 
carried  out .brotherliness  actually  achieved  and  not  merely  contemplated. 

The  church  cannot  do  this  unless  her  sons  who  have  both  vision  and  a 
knowledge  of  aifairs  give  her  guidance. 

Respectfully  yours 


ecemher  30  1920. 


Ieoarber  23,  1920. 


Bishop  Thomas  fiicbolson, 

56  hast  Wasnington  Str&ot, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

My  dear  Bishop  Hie hois  on: 

Mr.  Cavort  has  sent  me  the  copy  of  the  report  of  the 
Reorganisation  Ooranittee  of  the  Interciiaroh  V.orld  Movement  which 
you  kindly  sent  him.  1  have  road  it  with  great  interest,  and  '  • 

sympathize  deeply  with  you  in  the  very  difficult  problem _which  you 
have  had  to  deal,  and  I  admire  the  loyalty  with  which  you  have  sought 
to  guard  tile  interests  committed  to  you  at  the  same  time  that  you 
yourself  personally  saw  and  felt  so  many  of  the  tendencies  which  made 
your  task  difficult. 

X  venture  to  write  at  once,  aa  Hr .  Caver t  has  done,  with 
regard  to  two  paragraphs  in  the  report  which  I  believe  it  would  he 
well  to  modify  in  the  interest  of  the  values  you  are  seeking  to  con¬ 
serve.  To  atanp  these  values  with  the  name  of  t)i©  Interohuroh  Movement 
i  fear  will  Imperi^.  You  know  what  the  present  sentiment  in  the 
Churches  is,  ana  it  is  likely  to-  grow  worse  before  it  grows  tetter. 

2o  state  or  to  imply  that  the  Federal  Council  Is  to  carry  forward  the 
interohuroh  v.'orld'iiovanunt  would  not,  I  think,  truly  represent  the 
situation  ;md  it  would  prevent  tne  Federal  Council's  rendering  the 
service  whioh  you  and  i  believo  it  ought  to  render  to  our  deaonlnat. kins, 
i  would  suggest  accordingly,  modifying  somewhat  Mr.  Cnvert *c  suggestions, 
th..t  the  four  lines  ut  the  bottom  of  phge  3  should  be  changed  to  read: 

"a  special  committee  of  the  Federal  Council.  That  committee  was 
cordial  and  helpful  to  us  In  our  search  ior  some  arrangement  by 
which  the  true  values  of  tho  interohuroh  Movement  might  be  con¬ 
served.  file  final" 

She  last  fine  lines  at  the  bottom  of  page  4  and  the  two  lines 
at  the. top  of  »-ngo  5  i  v,o uiu  suggest  laight  be  changed  to  rstidj 

*  "qji  November  26  thero  was  holu  in  ]fcw  York  a  preliminary  con¬ 
ference  of  a  few  representatives  of  the  various  organisations,  at 
whioh  it  was  arranged  that  the  suggested  conference  should  be 
callea,  subject  to  approval  by  the  gundroiinial  Meeting  of  tho 
Feueral  Council,  iui  extended  report  as  to  the  policies  und  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Federal  Council  had  already  been  prepared  by  a  cormit- 
toe  of  tile  Federal  Council  known  as  the  Committee  on  Methods  of 
Cooperation.  Shis  most  important  report  was  ^resented  to  the 

> 


Bishop  Thorns  sic hols  cn 


Page  Z 


Quadrennial  Heating  of  the  Oounoil  the  first  week  in  heoember 
in  Boston." 

i  think  it  woula  be  wise  to  omit,  on  page  £>,  lines  3  and 
10,  the  words  "and  it  opened  the  way  for  further  oonferonoe  with 
tho  Reorganization  Committee," 

It  eeeras  to  me  that  these  changes  do  not  weaken  your 
report  at  all.  They  are,  all  of  them,  in  aooord  with  the  actual 
facts  and  they  make  i>rogress  possible  which  founs  of  statement 
connecting  the  interonuroh  llovemeut  and  the  Federal  Council  make 
difficult  if  not  Impossible. 

1  think  that  you  and.  I  hive  seen  pretty  clearly  together 
in  this  matter  from  the  beginning,  and  I  trust  that  we  can  see 
together  to  the  end.  1  am  sure  that  the  changes  which  I  have  sug¬ 
gested  are  wise  and  right,  and  i  feel  confluent  that  they  will  com¬ 
mend  themselves  to  you.  What  we  want  is  the  substance  of  right  ac¬ 
tion,  and  we  should  oast  the  forms  of  it  in  such  ways  as  to  make 
right  action  possible. 

i  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Ik1.  Anderson. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  happy  Christmas  season. 

Very  cordially  yours. 


President. 

) 


RES;K 


t 


ersonal . 


]/J  ,  \  ^  c  . 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

BISHOP'S  RESIDENCE 
1509  SIXTEENTH  STREET  N.  W. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C 

lj,' 

/Us,  30  December  1220 


— m  iV  &  DKP'l 

JAN/ 4  1921 

SECRET  A  KJKS 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
105  E.  22nd  Street, 
New  York. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  have  yours  of  December  28th 
and  am  writing  Dr.  Barbour  at  once,  hoping  to  see 
you  for  a  moment  on  January  4th.  I  fear  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  wait,  however,  after  the  Conference. 

I  have  another  very  important  engagement  at  5.45  and 
must  break  away  to  it  as  soon  as  I  can. 

I  am  not  wholly  hopeful  that  we  can  get  Dr. 
Barbour.  The  late  Dr.  Green,  pastor  of  the  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  this  city, had  selected  Dr.  Barbour 
to" be  his  successor.  The  church  promptly  confirmed 
Dr.  Green's  judgment  and  desire.  Dr.  Barbour  has 
stated  to  the  committee  that  he  does  not  feel  at 
liberty  at  present  to  leave  the  Theological  Seminary. 
The  Baptist  Theological  Seminaries  are  under  fire 
from  certain  quarters  within  the  Baptist  Church  ana 
Dr.  Barbour  is  in  the  center  of  the  defense.  Naturally 
he  feels  that  he  cannot  change  his  relation  to  the 
Seminaries  ‘without  seeming  to  desert  the  men  whose 
leader  he  really  is  in  this  crisis.  I  make  this 
statement .to  you  altogether  confidentially.  It  was 
given  to  ifie  in  a  measure  of  confidence,  but  I  feel  you 
ought  to  have  it. 

Hoping  to  see  you  on  Tuesday  and  with  best 
wishes  for  a  happy  New  Year,  believe  me 

Ever  yours. 


/ 


ZfLJ 


Decern oer  26 tu,  1920 


J  r.  John  K.  Mott, 

7b  Midland  Avenue, 

Montclair,  i4»3» 

ISy  dear  John, 

1  ensl one  a  copy  of  a  note  which  1  have  just  written  to  Bishop 


McDowell  and  Dr.  North  and  several  others.  Will  you  not  write  to  Dr.  Barbour 
the  strongest  letter  you  can,  especially  if  you  are  not  going  to  be  able  here 
on  January  4th.  If  you  are  to  be  in  the  city  then  at  Fred  amith’a  conference 
1  hope  you  can  arrange  to  wait  afterwards  for  a  oonferen ;e  with  Barbour.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  indispensable  that  we  should  .jotvaomeone  now,  and  someone  who 
also  understands  the  relationships  and  problems  as  Dr.  B  rb our  does,  and  who  has 
the  sympathies  which  ha  has. 


Thank  you  very  much  for  the  oopy  of  the  World  Student  Fed  ration  book 


with  its  luting  inscription.  1  trust  that  you  are  gaining  daily,  and  ttat  you 
will  not  resist  the  entreaties  of  your  friends  to  go  off  now  for  a  good  rest. 


Ever  affectionately  yours 


rea/ms 


J 


December  28,  1920. 


liy  dear  Ifjflwhop  licDowell, 

At  t)ie  close  of  tiie  federal  Counoil  meeting  in  Boston  the  Executive 
0 omit  tee  met  to  elect  officers  and  discharge  any  nsoessary  business.  There  were 
a  number  of  things  that  it  had.  to  do  at  onoe,  but  it  felt  that  it  was  not  prepared 
as  yet  to  elect  its  chairman  and  the  secretaries  of  the  Federal  Council.  It  was 
voted,  accordingly,  to  call  a  meeting  in  New  York  for  January  21st  when  it  could 
deliberately  plan  the  organization  and  program  of  the  Council  for  the  next  four 
years,  at  which  time  it  could  elect  officers.  A  nominating  committee  was  appointed 
to  bring  in  names  for  chairman  and  secretaries.  This  committee  has  met  and  has 
gone  over  all  the  names  which  have  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Secretary¬ 
ship  of  the  Council  during  the  last  few  years,  some  of  whom,  as  you  joiow,  earnest 
effort  has  been  aside  to  secu  e.  It  is  deeply  convinced  that  the  one  man  who  ought 
to  be  secured  now,  is  ^resident  Clarence  •  Barbour  of  the  Baptist  Theological 
seminary  at  Boohester,  No  doubt  It  will  be  necessary  to  show  Dr.  Barbour  in  the 
most  convincing  way  that  this  work  at  this  time  presents  to  any  man  tne  superior 
call.  Will  you  not  write  to  him  just  ai  strongly  as  you  can,  setting  forth  the 
opportunity  and  the  need? 

Dr.  hao fur land  anu  Kr.  Cavert  both  feel  as  deeply  as  anyone  else  the  need 
of  this  enrichment  and  replenishing  of  the  secretarial  force  of  tne  Council.  The 
problem  of  relationships  will  of  course  have  to  be  frankly  faced  and  worked  out  but 


Dr.  Lawson  -2- 


the  conviction  la  clear  in  everyone’s  Bind,  and  as  touch  in  Dr.  Maofarland’ 3,a3  y0n 
know,  as  in  that  of  any  one  else,  that  son*  action  at  the  Meting  on  January  21st 
with  regard  to  theseoretarial  administration  of  the  Council  is  indispensable,  if  we 
wish  to  accomplish  the  work  which  we  believe  the  Federal  Council  should  do  for  the 
Churches. 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Barbour  is  to  be  in  N  w  York  on  January  4th  for  the  con¬ 
ference  which  Mr.  Fred  Smith  has  called,  am  which  I  think  you  are  expecting  to  attend, 
Would  you  be  able  to  wait  a  Mile  after  that  confers  -oe  for  a  personal  interview  with 
Dr.  Bar  bear?  Meanwhile  will  you  not  write  hi.’^the  strongest  and  most  persuasive 
way  you  can? 

ith  be3t  wishes  for  the  New  Jfear, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

res/ms 


*  \ 


C .  5*  htt 


FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHURCHES  OF  CK^iSf  '\w 

106  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET,  NEW  YORK  Cl  i 


MEMORANDUM 


'tPI 

1950 

SECRETARIES 


t,  1920 


Ur.  .  acl'arland 


w- 


Dr.  I’ortn,  Mr.  ‘  weir. 

Up.  fllonn,  Dr.  Lawaon, 

Dr.  freer.  Dr.  ("n.  Adams) 
Brcrrm,  Ur.  Cavort  and 
Dr.  Vance 


Du©  attached  1b  the  first  rou"h  draft  of  a 
first  attempt.  Perhaps  it  will  not  do  at  all. 

rill  yon  please  f»o  over  it  as  soon  as 
possible  in  order  that  we  may.  if  poesihlR,  he  ready 
for  final  action  by  the  Adm’nistrat ive  Committee 
April  9. 

I  am  trying  to  arrange  a  conference  of 
those  to  whom  t  ils  is  submitted. 


REPORT  OF  TEE 

FEDERAL  COUNCIL  Or  TEE  CHUECHEo  OF  CHRIST  IN 
TO  ITS  CONSTITUENT  BODIES 

The  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  .America  has  recently 
rounded  out  its  first  decade  and  it  is  generally  conceded,  we  Believe,  that  the 
progress  of  cooperation  and  federation  on  the  pert  of  the  Protestant  churches 
during  that  time,  is  equalled  by  no  record  of  development  in  ary  forward  movement 
in  the  course  of  the  history  of  the  Christian  church. 

Moreover  this  progress,  during  the  past  three  years,  lias  Been  greater 
than  during  all  the  preceding  years  of  the  existence  of  the  Council,  due  in  large 
measure,  to  the  activities  necessitated  By  the  war.  These  activities,  while  due 
to  special  exigencies,  were  carried  on  By  normal  processes  and  thus  assumed  perman¬ 
ent  form  and  existence.  The  General  War-Time  Commission  of  the  Churches,,  under  tne 
Chairmanship  of  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer,  adopted  policies  and  measures  with  the  deliber¬ 
ate  intention  of  such  conservation.  The  work  of  the  Federal  Council  during  the  war 
was  not  performed  in  an  independent  manner  But  was  carried  on,  in  accordance  with 
the  prevailing  policy  of  the  Council,  through  the  denominational  commissions  working 
in  close  cooperation.  Perhaps  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  magnitude  of  this  co¬ 
operation  has  not  Been  adequately  estimated.  It  appears  in  the  volume  issued  re- 

f  "War-Time  Agencies  of  the  Churches,"  which  is  hereby  submitted  as  a 

c 


cently  entitled 


part  of  this  report  and  will  appear  still  more  fully  in  the  final  report  of  the 


.ieneral  V/ar-T ime  Commission  soon  to  he  issued. 

Tne  work  of  the  Commiss  ion  was  so  prosecuted  in  cooperative  relations 
with  the  central  department  of  the  Federal  Council  and  its  other  Coumissions, 
that,  when  the  war  was  ended,  the  Commission  was  ready  to  dissolve  and  leave  the 
conservation  of  its  work  to  the  permanent  body.  It  had  created  no  superfluous 
machinery.  The  carrying  on  of  the  service  thus  inherited  |fom  the  War-Time  Com¬ 
mission  necessitated  same  reorganization  in  the  administration  of  the  Council  and 
also  a  greatly  increased  budget  to  which  we  shall  make  further'  reference  in  another 
section  of  this  report. 

The  cooperation  during  the  war  had  so  extended  to  relationship  with 
other  interdenominational  bodies  and  the  responsibilities  of  the  Administrative 
Committee,  meeting  month  by  month,  had  so  increased  and  necessitated  such  immed¬ 
iate  action  on  important  measures,  that  the  Administrative  Committee  was  reconsti¬ 
tuted  by  authorization  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Council  held  in  Cleveland  in 
May,  1919,  It  had  become  obvious  that  maity-  important  actions  could  not  await  refer' 
ence  to  an  Executive  Committee,  meeting  annually,  and  yet  ought  not  to  be  taken  by 
a  sub-committee  of  the  Executive  Committee.  It  seemed  clear  that  the  Admimstrar- 
tive  Committee  should  consist  of  direct  representatives  of  the  constituent  denor>- 
inations.  It  was  equally  apparent  that,  in  the  interest  of  effectiveness  and  the 


avoidance  of  duplication,  various  other  bodies,  notably  the  Home  Missions  Council 
should  be  in  constant  conference  with  the  Administrative  Committee. 

Therefore,  that  Committee  has  been  reconstituted  so  that  it  now  includes 
direct  representatives  officially  appointed  by  the  appointing  powers  of  the  constitu¬ 
ent  denominations  and  of  representatives,  as  affiliated  bodies,  of  the  Home  Missions 
Council,  the  Council  of  Church  Boards  of  Education,  Sunday  Echool  Council  of  Kvan- 

(V 

gelical  Denominations,  Federation  of  Woman's  Boards  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the 
Council  of  ./omen  for  Home  Missions. 

Increasing  cooperation  had  developed  with  other  bodies,  not  officially 
constituted  by  the  churches  and  yet  approved  by  them,  and  therefore  representatives 
were  added  from  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  International  Committee  of  the  young 
Men's  Christian  Associations  and  the  National  Board  of  the  Young  ./omen's  Christian 
Associations. 

representatives  of  two  other  bodies  have  been  male  consultative  members; 
the  Committee  of  Deference  and  Counsel  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North 
America  and  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin  America, 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  body  more  genuinely,  authoritatively 

and  effectively  constituted  to  consider  our  entire  range  of  Protestant  interests 
than  the  present  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Council. 


The  various  commissions 


and  other  committees  of  the  Council  are  being  sim- 
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ilarly  reconstituted  to  the  end  that  they  may  actual,  ly  represent  the  departments  of 
the  constituent  denominations. 

It  cannot  he  said  as  yet  that  cooperative  relationships  have  been  ade¬ 
quately  established  by  these  measures.  This  cooperation  is,  however,  proceeding 
mainly  as  concrete  questions  arise  and  the  Administrative  Committee  of  the  federal 
Council  may  readily  be  made  a  body  adequate  to  all  of  the  interests  concerned-  as 
rapidly  as  th9  constituent  elements,  denominational  and  interdenominational,  may 
find  it  desirable  and  possible  to  do  so. 

Indeed,  the  whole  movement  for  Ciiristian  cooperation  is  in  some  peril 
at  the  present  moment  from  the  confusion  Resulting  through  the  many  different 
and.  generally  unrelated  movements  in  its  interest.  The  denominational  conscious¬ 
ness  in  the  constituent  bodies  of  the  federal  Council  was  never  so  strong  as  at 
the  present  moment  and  it  is  rapidly  deepening.  We  thus  have  these  two  seemingly 
contr adic t ory  phenomena—  intensified  denominational ism  and  increasing  unity# 

The  federal  Council  occupies  what  might  be  termed  a  mediating  position  of  guidance 
to  the  whole  movement  for  unity#  Among  its  chief  contributions  are  those  in  the 

interest  of  stability  and  practicality. 

In  an  exigency  like  this,  where  wo  thus  find  intensified  denominational 


consciousness  and  activity,  together  with  a  general  and  genuine  spirit  of  coopera- 


tion,  in  tile  midst  of  more  or  lest  confusing  interdenominational  and  union  move¬ 
ments,  the  Federal  Council  occupies- a  strategic  position.  It  is  a  clearly  defined, 
solidly  constituted  organization  which  fully  represents  the  denominations  them¬ 
selves,  Upon  its  vitality,  therefore  the  whole  cooperative  movement  largely  de¬ 
pends,  Above  all,  the  denominations  themselves  must,  as  such,  he  held  firmly 
together  in  the  Council.  Itfwork^  of  promotion  through  the  past  ten  years  has 
been  the  chief  factor  in  making  possible  other  cooperative  movements,  and  it 
continues  to  be  an  important  factor  in  conserving  the  work  of  those  movements. 

It  is,  as  our  religious  Institutions  are  now  constituted,  the  background  of  the 
whole  cooperative  movement.  The  immediate  future  of  the  Federal  Council  is  of  the 
highest  important^  o  the  Christian  world  at  large.  Structurally  and  consti¬ 
tutionally  the  Council  is  thoroughly  representative  ,  and.  it  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  any  procedure  which  could  possibly  secure  an  organization  more  genuinely 
representative  in  its  fundamental  basis,  while  Christian  institutions  exist  in 
denominational  units. 

As  the  denominations  maintain  their  integrity  and  bring  together  in 
themselves  their  various  boards  and  departments,  so  the  Federal  Council,  con¬ 
stituted  by  and  representative  of  the  denominational  bodies,  should  be  in  t,.e  last 
analysis  the  body  to  whom  the  churches  should  be  able  to  look  for  permanent,  sub¬ 


stantial  and  wisely  considered  cooperation 


Therefore,  the  strengthening  of  their  Federal  Council  is  one  of  the 
most  important  tasks  today  before  the  constituent  bodies,  and  the  strengthening 
of  its  own  administrative  forces  is  the  most  important  task  before  the  Council 
end  its  Executive  Committee,  and  the  proper  relationship  between  the  1'ederal 
Council  and  the  other  permanent  and  established  interdenominational  bodies 
affiliated  and  cooperating  with  it,  or  which  should  he  affiliated  and  cooperat¬ 
ing  with  i|,  is  one  of  the  most  important  considerations  before  the  entire  group 
of  interdenominational  bodies. 

The  chief  need  at  the  present  moment  is  that  of  an  actual  intimacy  of 
relationship  between  the  denominations  and  the  Council  ana  between  theAgOverning 
bodies  of  the  denominations  themselves,  such  as  has  been  provided  for  unuer  the 
present  administrative  arrangements  oi  the  Council, 

jl/kJ 

Looking  towards  the  still  great^  expansion  of  this  common  work,  the 
Administrative  Committee  is  strengthening  the  executive  force  as  rapidly  as  tea 
resources  will  warrant  and  the  right  men  found  and  it  is  expected  that  in  the 


near 


future  an  adequate  executive  force  will  be  provided,  to  consist  of  additional 


general-  secretaries  and  of  secretaries  for  certain  of  the  commissions  not  now 
adequately  administered.  This  development  also  looks  to  the  possible  establish¬ 
ment  of  national  offices  in  other  cities  than  New  York  in  the  interest  of  reaching 


the  constituencies  of  the  denominations  at  large  rather  than  simply  then 


istrative  boards  in  New  York. 


The  Present  ijaa  ol  service 

It  is  difficult  to  present,  in  a  concise  report,  the  present  scope  of 
the  Council’s  work  or  to  give  an  adequate  comprehension  of  its  service.  The 
appropriate  committees  of  the  constituent  bodies  should  review  the  Annual  Beports 
for  the  year  1919,  which  are  submit  ted  with  this  report. 

The  Central  Department,  at  the  National  Offices  in  New  York,  is  first 
of  all  the  general  correlating  and  guiding  agency  for  the  various  departments  and 
commissions  whose  work  is  considered  month  by  month  by  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee.  In  addition  to  this  the  Central  Department  administers  a  large  area  of 
work  not  falling  to  the  commissions  and  departments  or  relating  to  those  which 
have  no  executive  secretaries.  One  of  its  most  important  matters  at  the  present 
time  is  the  arrangement  for  the  proposed  preliminary  conference  at  Geneva  in 
August  looking  towards  an  Ecumenical  Conference  oi  the  churches  of  the  v.orld, 
which  the  lederal  Council  has  undertaken,  in  response  to  requests  from  several 
religious  bodies  in  Europe. 

The  v/ashingt on  Office  has  recently  been  organized  in  a  manner  that 
mokes  it  a  creditable  headquarters  of  Protestant  interests  at  the  national  cap¬ 
ital,  under  efficient  administrative  care  with  a  cooperating  committee  consisting 
of  representatives  of  the  constituent  bodies.  At  the  present  moment  one  of  the 
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most  outs  tending  activities  is  that  carried  on  in  associat ion  with  the  War  Plans 
Division  oi  the  A  my  and  Kavy  in  its  program, of  Education  and  Character  Building. 
The  same  sort  oi'  appropriat '^relationships  are  Being  established  with  the  Educa¬ 
tional  and  other  Departments  of  the  government. 

The  Commission  on  Int  erchur ch  Eedera  t ions  nov;  finds  the  well  prepared 
field  ready  for  the  establishment  of  well  organised  and  financially  supported 
federations  in  local  c cmmunit ies ,  its  work  being  limited  only  by  its  resources 
in  the  way  of  men  and  funds  to  carry  on  its  worm. 

The  Commifcsion  on  Evangelism  is  rapidly  taking  tha  t  place  of  emphasis 
which  belongs  to  it  and  is  developing  a  type  of  Evangelism  who se  results  are 
permanent.  It  is  mainly  concerned  with  pastoral  evangelism,  beginning  ts  work 
with  the  theological  students  by  whose  faculties  its  Secretary  has  been  warmly 
welcomed.  The  Council  has  initiated  a  type  of  evangelism,  known  as  simultaneous 
evangelism,  w.^ich  is  proving  very  effective  in  securing  permanent  results. 

The  Commission  on  Christian  Educat ion  is  patiently  working  with  the 
various  phases  of  its  task,  has  cleaily  shown  the  need  of  closer  correlation 
denominationally,  interdenominationally  and  between  the  various  norms  ard  in¬ 
stitutions  for  Christian  Education* 

Tna  Commission  on  the  Chur  ch  an  6-  cocial  Carvice  is  a.  body  which, 
after  ten  years  of  patient  work,  has  secured  in  large  measure  the  confidence  of 
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both  the  churches  and  of  the  various  social  institutions  and  their  leaders.  It 
has  proceeded,  with  its  work  in  recognition  01  the  fact  that  the  churches  are  made 
up  of  men  and  women  of  all  forms  of  social  ffiith  from  the  m  st  conservative  to 
the  most  radical.  It  has  avoided  both  the  reactionary  and  the  spasmodic  tendencies 
of  the  time  and  has  proceeded  according  to  the  more  patient  and  permanent  evolu¬ 
tionary  methods.  No  similar  body  in  the  country  has  obtained  more  general  confi¬ 
dence  on  the  part  of  men  and  women  who  believe  in  social  advance  through  the 
persuasive  spirit  and  educational  methods  or  the  Jospel.  Its  directing  personal¬ 
ities  have  warm  hearts  and  cool  heads. 

The  Commis s Ion  on  the  Cr.urch  and  Country  life  has  recently  issued  a 
volume  entitled  "a, 000  Country  Churches"  which,  in  itself,  indicates  the  value 
of  the  service  rendered  by  such  a  Commission  representing  the  churches. 

V 

Ti-e  Cornmiss  ion  on  Temperance .  united  with  the  National  T  arup  eranc  9 

^oclet^i .  under  new  forms  of  activity,  is  cooperating  in  the  effort  to  make 
prohibition  effective  by  that  process  of  education  in  lav;  and  order  without  which 
the  lews  themselves  can  avail  little.  It  has  recently  entered  into  cooperative 
relationships  with  the  Jorld  Prohibition  federation  for  the  propagation  of  temper¬ 
ance  work  throughout  the  world.  Measures  are  being  prosecuted  to  increase  the 
distribution  of  its  three  temperance  papers  for  adultr ,  voung  people  and  children. 


The  Coii  miss  ion  on  Int  er  na  t  iom  1  Just  ice  ana  Goodwill  was  the  iirst  body 


ox  its  ltind.  end  was  in  large  measure  the  creator  of  other  todies  which  have 
now  developed  into  world  relationships  among  the  churches  in  the  interest  01  its 
task.  It  works  in  cooperation  with  these  todies  and  represented  the  Protestant 
evangelical  churches  of  America  in  the  recent  international  gathering  at  the  Hague. 

The  work  of  this  commission  necessitates  joint  arrsn  aments  with  other 
todies,  illustrated  t;,  the  Joint  Committee  on  ministerial  lixchange.  which  was  in¬ 
stituted  by  the  Federal  Council  ior  the  exchange  of  visiting  ministers  and  laymen 
between  the  churches  of  our  own  and  foreign  nations. 

As  important  occasions  arise,  committees  are  appointed  under  the  a  thor- 
ization  of  the  Administrative  Committee  of  the  Council,  such  as  the  Coi  mit  tee  _on 

Relations  with  Mexico.  whose  utterances  are  said  to  have  had  wide  effect  in  .Mexico, 

- -  '  " "  -  1  “  '  T  ./ 

as  well  as  in  shaping  the  thought  of  our  own  people  and  their  representative 
officials. 

The  Commission  on  relations  with  the  Oi ient  may  perhaps  te  considered  the 
most  expert  as  well  as  the  most  idealistic  body  in  America  dealing  with  the  ques¬ 
tions  at  issue.  It  deals  with  these  questions  from  a  vievQooint,  in  a  representa¬ 
tive  capacity,  aid  with  a  freedom  and  effectiveness,  such  as  could  hardly  te  ex¬ 
ercised  ty  the  foreign  mission  organizations. 

The  Committee  on  For  aign  Missions,  following  the  usual  policy  oi  the 


Council,  acts  in  cooperation  with  the  Committee 


of  inference  £.nd  Counsel  of  the 
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Fore  ign  miss ions  Conference  to  forward,  movements  of  cooperation  and  unity  and 
especially,  by  its  annual  reviews,  to  keep  before  the  churches  the  attainments 
already  made  in  missionary  federation,  coopers tion  and  unity,  as  a  help  to  the 
home  church  inj these  same  interests, 

■The  Commission  on  relations  with  franca  and  Belgium,  and  the  less 
official  committees  which  preceded  it,  have  raised  and  sent  to  France  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  about  $750,000,  and  during  the  year  1519  about  .-240,000, 

It  brings!  tog  ether  the  constituent  bodies  having  work  or  related  work 
in  France  and  Bal  ium  for  cooperative  service  in, these  countries  and  enlists  the 
interest  of  other  denominations  in  an  evangelical  work  which  is  most  strategic 
for  Christianity  throughout  the  world  and  especially  in  the  interest  of  most 
important  foreign  mission  fields. 

The  Commission  on  Eel ati  ons  with  Religious  .Bodies  Jn  Europe,  is  now  in 
close  fellowship  with  federal,  councils,  federations  and  similar  joint  bodies  in 
practically  all  European  countries  and  expects,  during  the  coming  summer,  to  send 
commissioners  to  visit  our  sister  churches  in  Europe, 

It  is  not  impossible  that  the  hope  expressed  by  the  recent  commissioner 

from  the  Swiss  churches  may  be  realized,  of  forming  a  real  World  Federation  of 
Federations  or  at  least  one  which  shall  bind  the  European  and  American  evangelical 


bodies 


The  Commission  is  in  receipt  of  many  appreciative  words  from  the  fed¬ 
erated  bodies  in  Europe  recognizing  the  influence  of  tre  I’ederal  Council  in  in¬ 
ducing  cooperative  movements  in  these  other  nations. 

This  Commission  is  also  endeavoring  to  stimulate  the  work  of  physical 
relief  in  the  needy  Euroxoean  countries. 

The  Commit  tee  on  the  ,Var  and  the  religious  uut  look  is  issuing  several 
volumes  which  will  be  of  the  highest  importance  in  interpreting  the  influence  of 
the  war  upon  religion  and  the  present  tasks  of  the  churches,  among  which  will  be 
one  by  a  committee,  of  which  Robert  E.  Speer  is  the  Chairman,  on  the  present  status 
and  the  future  development  of  Christian  cooperation  and  unity. 

While  this  Committee  is  now  dissolving  upon  the  completion  of  the  task 
entrusted  to  it,  the  actual  work  will  be  continued  under  the  direct  guidance  of 
the  Administrative  Committee.  Its  work  has  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  the 
constant  stujy  of  the  common  movements  of  the  churches  and  their  interpretation 
to  the  churches. 

Tae  Committee  on  Kearo  Chur che s  rendered  important  service  in  the  camps 
and  abroad  and,  in  cooperation  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Home  Missions 
Council,  is  working  with  the  approval  and  appreciation  of  our  colored  brethren. 

The  Commit t ee  on  the  i-avf lower  Tercent enary .  appointed,  by  the  Admin¬ 


istrative  Committee,  has  initiated  the  American  Mayflower  Council,  which  has  become 


comprehensive  body  to  insure  an  adequate  celebration  of  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary 


in  its  religious  and  spiritual  significance*  Tnis  council  is  cooperating  with 
similar  bodies  in  Great  ^r i tain  and.  Holland* 

The  Quadrennial  meeting  of  the  Council  in  Boston  in  December  vd  11  be 
featured  by  a  special  observance  of  the  Tercentenary  in  which  it  is  expected  that 
practically  all  the  Protestant  evangelical  bodies  will  unite. 

This  review  forbids  any  attempt  to  give  record  of.  the  almost  daily 
incidental  service  rendered  by  the  Council  in  matters  arch  as  war  relief  and  other 
general  matters.  This  is  largely  rendered  through  the  MMiSS  and  PuMication 
Denar tment  which  is  the  cooperative  workshop  of  the  Protestant  churches. 

The  Editorial  Council  .of  the  Religious  Prase.,  organised  by  the  Department 
of  Delicious  Publicity  has  brought  together  practically  all  of  the  editors  of  the 
religious  papers  and  has  been  duly  recognised  as  a  Commission  of  the  Council  under 
authority  of  the  special,  meeting  of  the  Council  at  Cleveland  in  May. 

The  various  lines  of  activity,  changed  by  the  war  and  which  could  only 


be  gradually  diverted  into  th9  various  Commits 


ions  of  the  Council,  have  been  cared 


for  by  a  continuation  committee  appointed  by  the  General  War-Time  Commission  when 
it  went  out  of  existence. 

Various  committees  are  appointed  from  time  to  time  to  meet  special  needs 


that  appear,  such  as 


the  Religious  .ork  in  the  Canal.  ^one_. 
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The  Administrative  Conmittee  iias  brought  together  a  group  of  inter¬ 


denominational  bodies,  to  consider  again  the  question  of  a  common  building  in 

Hew  York, 

As  our  constituent  bodies  review  the  work  of  the  Council  we  Venture 

to  call  attention  to  the  care  which  has  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  frequently 
enunciated  policy  of  never  setting  up  a  new  piece  of  machinery  when  the  matter 
under  consideration  could  be  carried  out  in  cooperation  with  a  body  already  in 
existence.  Indeed  it  may  be  said  that  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of 
the  1'ederal  Council  is  that  of  studying  the  whole  field  and  of  allocating  common 
service,  not  only  to  its  o  n  departments  but  to  various  other  bodies  in  'the 
interest  of  effectiveness  and  the  avoidance  of  duplicat ion.  This  is  of  the 


when  the  danger  must  be  clearly  recog¬ 


nized  of  the  multiplication  of  federative  organizations. 


Financial  Resources 


The  Administrative  Committee  finds  itself  under  obligation  to  call  to 
the  attention  of  its  constituent  bodies  the  necessity  for  permanent  financial 


suppor  t . 


The  present  denominational  apportionments,  amounting  to  a  total  of 


about  -12,000,  a  year,  were 


determined  upon  when  the  total  budget  of  the  Council 


was  about  §20,000, 
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The  budget  for  the  present  year  is  something  over  §300,000,  of  v.’hieh 
something  like  :'>5G,QGG,  is  practically  assured  from  contributions  on  the  part  of 
constituent  and  cooperating  bodies. 

The  increase  in  the  budget  has  been  largely  due  to  the  activities  de¬ 
veloped  during  the  war .  The  General  Tvar-Time  Commission  turned  over  to  the  Council 
and  its  other  Commissions  a  large  amount  of  work  v/hich  required  permanent  activity 
without,  however,  being  able  to  hand  over  the  necessary  resources,  because  the  "■! ar- 
Time  Commission  itself  had  been  largely  supported  from  the  denominational  commissions 
which  themselves  went  out  of  existence. 

The  funds,  other  than  the  small  d-enomina tional  apportionments,  have  been 
secured  in  the  main  from  personal  contributions  from  about  four  or  five  thousand 
individuals  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Council. 

The  situation  has  been  complicated  by  the  denominational  campaigns  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  Interchurch  World  Movement,  because  our  individual  givers  have  assumed 
that  these  campaigns  were  covering  the  whole  field  of  both  denominational  and  inter¬ 
denominational  work. 

The  following  action  ouf  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Interchurch  .,orld 

movement- is  self-explanatory: 

(insert  to  be  supplied) 
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This  matter  has  heen  taken  up  with  the  denominational  representatives 
on  the  Administrative  Coumit  tee  who  have  heen  requested  to  make  it  the  subject  of 
counsel  ana  advice  with  the  constituent  bodies. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  portion  of  th9  budget  covering  the 
Central  Department,  the  7/s.shington  Oifice  and.  the  .'.er igious  rublicity  service, 
amounting  to  about  “;150,GU0,  be  supplied,  so  far  as  possible,  by  denominational 
apportionment,  leaving  the  work  of  the  Commissions  to  be  provided  for  by  appor¬ 
tionments  of  the  corresponding  denominational  organizations  ..hen  possible  and  by 
personal  contributions  to  be  secured  by  the  Administrative  Committee, 

The  Administrative  Committee,  however,  recognizes  that  the  denominational 
bodies  vary  in  the  extent  of  their  resources  to  an  extent  that  does  not  altbgether 
accord  with  the  size  of  their  membership  and  will  therefore  endeavor  to  adjust  the 
situation  in  accordance  v/ith  whatever  action  the  several  constituent  bodies  may  be 
able  to  take. 

It  is  our  belief,  however ,  that  a  much  larger  share  of  the  budget  ought 
to  be  provided  by  apportionment,  especially  in  view  of  the  situation  created  by  the 
present  denominational  campaigns  associated  with  the  Interchurch  .7  or  Id  Movement, 

Arr an ■  ement s  might  be  made  whereby  denominc t  iona.l  budgets  might  include 
an  item,  for  interdenominational  obligations,,  out  of  which  apportionments  to  the 
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Federal  Council  could  be  made 


We  trust  however,  that  lor  the  present  year  192C,  owing  to  the  unusual 


situation  created  by  the  denominational  campaigns  and  the  Interchurch  7/or  Id  Move¬ 
ment,  such  arrangement  will  be  made  as  will  tide  over  the  present  emergency. 


ialat  ions  with  the  Interchurch  ,7  or  Id  Hove  men  t 


The  Interchurch  World  Movement  was  not  an  organization  created  as  w as  the 
Federal  Council,  which  was  the  result  of  three  years  and  more  of  patient  and  pro¬ 
tracted  consul  tat  ion  be  tween  the  constituent  bodies,  i'he  Interchurch  ..‘orld  Move¬ 
ment  grew  up  out  of  a  practical  emergency  which  was  largely  created  by  the  several 
denominational  movements,  to  survey  their  fields  and  to  secure  the  resources  nec¬ 
essary  to  an  occupation  of  them.  Great  movements  have  been  born  both  ways. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected,  however,  that  a  movement  arising  in  tnis  Wc.y 


iediately  find  itself  or  adjust  itself  at  once  to  all  of  the  permanent 


should  invmi 


interests  concerned,  either  denominational  or  interdenominational. 

There  has  been  more  or  less  constant  consultation  between  the  official 


f  the  Inter church  World  Movement  and  the  Officers  of  the  Admin¬ 


istrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  and  more  particularly  between  the  Gen- 


era. 


1  iecratries  of  the  Movement  and  ol  the  Council 


The  Federal  Council,  its 'Administrative  Conmittee 


its  Commissions,  its 


staff  of  secretaries  and  its 


machinery  have  been  placed  at  the  disposal  o. 
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Int erchurch  .Vorld  Movement  in  hearty  goodwill}  in  all  those  matters  authorized  by 
the  larger  proportion  of  the  constituent  denominations  of  the  Council. 

7/hile  thus  there  has  been  constant  consultation  S'o  far  as  the  pressing 
immediateness  o f  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  would  permit  and  vhile  there  has 
been,  we  think,  the  fullest  possible  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Council 
it  would  not  he  true  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  duplication  either  of  organisa¬ 
tion  or  of  practical  work.  This  was,  in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  unavoidable. 


gn 


There  is  nsed  of  early  adjustment.  These  are  matters,  however,  which  _ 
could  hardly  be  undertaken,  except  in  particular  concrete  cases  where  the  situation 
called  for  immediate  consideration,  while  the  great  and  important  financial  canpaig' 
was  being  carried  on  to  mich  the  officials  of  the  Interchurch  World  Movement  needed 

to  give  their  almost  undivided  attention. 

mile  tie  lit er church  World  movement  arose  out  of  a  special  erisenc y,  to 

meet  special  conditions  and  to  do  a  particular  test,  already  there  have  »een  hro.yht 
to  vie.  permanent  needs,  and  there  have  been  set  In  operation  permanent  forces. 

Phis  situation  is,  in  a  much  larger  degree,  li*.  that  of  the  den.ral  War-Time  O¬ 


mission  of  tliQ  Churches. 


Shortly  after  the  Initiation  of  the  Movement,  a  conference  «.  held  h.tvtnen 


reprosen 


sentatives  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  tne 


Interdhurch  World  Movement  and  the 


Administrative  Oo-ittee  of  the  federal  Connell  at  ,h  ich  the  follow  «nders«andinE 
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Was  agreed  upon. 

(Insert  as  in  January  issue  ox  the  Federal  Council  Bulletin) 

It  would,  of  course,  he  too  much  to  say  that  this  understanding  has  Been 
entirely  carried  out,  although  there  has  undoubtedly  been  a  serious  attempt  to  do 
so  at  least  in  its  spirit.  ’.7e  believe  that  the  statements  therein  embodied  are 
valid  and  may  form  a  basis  for  further  consideration, 

77hile  the  Council  and  the  Interchurdh  World  Movement  have  thus  grown  up 
by  two  differing  processes  and  while  they  differ  in  the  nature  of  their  organisa¬ 
tion,  the  fact  is  that  both  have  had  the  approval  of  the  churches.  It  is  our  beliBf 
that  the  work  mow  being  carried  on  by  the  Interchurch  7/or  Id  Movement  should  be  brought 
directly  under  the  democratic  control  of  the  churches.  The  churches,  m  constituting 
the  Federal  Council,  built  up  a  plan  which  is  valid  and  permanent  so  long  as  tne 


denominations  themselves  exist  in  their  present  form. 

Still  more  important  perhaps  in  this  question  as  it  relates  to  bodies 
like  the  Home  Missions  Council  and  the  Committee  of  Reference  and  Counsel  of  the 
Foreign  Missions  Conference.  These  bodies  are  built  upon  the  same  plan  as  the 

Federal  Council  and  with  the  same  sort  of  control. 

7/e  believe,  therefore,  that  the  bodies  to  whom  the  necessary  readjust- 

„»,s  should  ho  consult  tod  are  tho  Moral  Council,  the  Homo  Missions  Council, 

,h.  Cosmittee'  of  Mer.noe  and  Counsel  and  other  si.ilar  interden-ins  tional  bodies 


which  have  been  constituted  by  the  churches  or  their  constituent  hoards. 

7/e  do  not  believe  that  this  important  matter  should  be  the  subject 
of  immediate  final  action,  except  to  male  adeouate  provision  for  future  adjust¬ 
ment.  We  would  suggest  therefore  that  our  constituent  bodies  authorize  the 
Administrative  Committee  of  the  Federal  Council  to  secure  a  conference  between 


these  bodies  which  shall  present  its  conclusions  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 


the  Interchurch  World  Movement. 


-/a  recommend  that  the  final  proposals  be  submitted  to  the  quadrennial 


mee 


ting  of  the  Federal  Council,  which  is  the  representative  body  of  our  con¬ 


stituent  denominations,  for  its  action,  which  shall  then  be  submitted  back  to 
the  constituent  denominations  for  their  approval. 

It  seems  to  us  that  this  would  put  tne  ultimate  decisions,  first  of  all 


in  the 


harxls  of  a  conference  fully  representative  of  all  the  interests  concerned. 


then  to  a  body  which  is  fully  representative  of  the  denominations  which  are  the 
final  authority,  and  then  finally,  to  the  denominations  themselves,  while  at  the 
same  time  all  of  the  conferences  would -be  composed  Of  representatives  fully  i* 
sympathy  with  the  ideals  and  in  a  position  to  be  appreciative  of. the  achievements 
of  the  Interchurch  World  Kovsment.  Those  who  have  been  the  largest  participants 
in  the  Movement  would,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  members  of  these  conferences. 

Meanwhile,  we  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  two 
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commit  taes  giving  esknest  study  to  the  whole  question  of  the  future  of  Christ 


lan 


cooperation,  a  committee  appointed  t>y  the  Committee  on  the  ./ar  and  the  Heligious 
Outlook  and  a  Committee  appointed  hy  order  of  the  Federal  Council.  These  two 
committees  would,  in  the  meant  ire,  be  prepared  to  make  the  results  of  their  study 
available  when  the  conferences  were  ready  to  take  final  action. 


We  would  suggest,  in  relation  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Federal 


Council,  that  each  of  our  constituent  bodies  nominate  a  member  for  this  Committee, 
to  which  the  results  of  the  proposed  conference,  recommended  above,  might  be  pre¬ 
sented  and  which  committee  might  make  the  final  recommendat ions  to  the  Quadrennial 


meeting  of  the  Federal  Council, 


The  Interchurch  Counc. 


Ou:  constituent  denominations  will  receive  the  proposals  Of  the  inter- 


church  Council  on  Organic  Union,  which  several  of  them  will  consider  with  sympathy. 

7/e  have  here  a  question  upon  which  the  administrative  Committee  has 
spoken  with  frankness  to  the  Interim  Committee  of  the  Interchurch  Council, 

,/e  fail  to  see  wherein  the  added  powers  proposed  for  the  proposed  Council  may  n  t, 
•if  the  constituent  denominations  so  desire,  be  given  to  the  Federal  Council,  many 
of  which  powers  it  already  exercises  with  the  general  approval  of  the  constituent 


denominat ions. 


The  difference  between  the  proposed  Interchurch  Council  on  Organic  Union 
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and  the  Federal  Council  it  that  the  former,  in  its  constitution,  definitely 
commits  itself  to  organic  union  as  an  ultimate  end  to  he  gained. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  your  Administrative  Committee  that  the  most  earnest 
consideration  should  he  given  to  the  proposals  of  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  of  the 
Int erchurch  Council  on  Organic  Union  and  to  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  uod 
is  leading  some  ol  our  denominations  in  that  direction. 

In  other  words,  while  your  Administrative  Committee  fully  recognizes 
that  the  Federal  Council  is  concerned  solely  with  denominational  cooperation  and 
has  no  warrant  to  take  up  the  question  of  organic  union,  nevertheless  we  feel 
warranted  in  expressing  the  hope  that  the  most  earnest  consideration  shall  he 
given  to  the  plans  of  the  Ad  Interim  Committee  and  as  to  how  the  plans  of  the 
Ad  Interim  Committee  may  best  he  treated  in  the  light  of  all  the  interests  con¬ 
cerned. 


We  should  assume  that,  if  certain  of  our  constituent  bodies  should 
choose  to  enter  into  organic  union  or  unions,  that  the  newly  formed  body  or 
bodies  would  continue  to  he  constituents  of  the  Federal  Council,  in  order  to 
preserve  relationship  with  the  other  evangelical  bodies  which  may  not  elect  .to 
adopt  the  principles  of  organic  union.  Let  us  seek  to  consider  each  part  of  the 


whole  problem  so  as  to  bring  the  best  re 


cults  to  the  whole  body  of  our  evangelical 


forces 


Your  Commit  tee  believe  that  v/a  are  not  concerned  in  all  these  vital 


matters,  with  organizat ions  in  themselves  or  questions  oi  priority,  other  than 


those  which  are  determined  by  the  principles  of  democratically  controlled  organ- 


izat  ion. 


7/e  have,  however,  taken  this  initiative  in  bringing  these  recommenda¬ 
tions  before  our  constitutent  denominations,  because  the  federal  Council  and  its 
Administrative  Co.,  mi  t  tee  are  the  bodies  to  which  the  constituent  denommat icn s, 
through  their  assemblies  and  conferencef  have  definitely  committed  these  great 
and  permanent  trusts. 


7/e  urge  that  due  thought  be  given,  in  ailing  vacancies  or  electing 
new  members  to  the  Federal  Council  which  meets  in  quadrennial  session  in  December, 
to  the  selection  of  members  who  will  be  sure  of  attending  that  important  nee  ting 
and  who  will  be  thoroughly  representative  of  all  the  great  interests  concerned. 

These  interests  have  become  world-wide.  In  appointing  the  Committee  on 
Ecumenical  Conference,  authorization  was  asked  of  such  appointing  bodies  as  were 
available,  and  we  ask  that  oir  const  ituent  bodies  now  definitely  appoint  either 
the  present  members  or  others,  in  order  that ,  after  the  proposed  preliminary  con¬ 
ference  at  Geneva,  that  committee  may  be  in  a  position  to  report  b-ck  the  fmui 


at  Geneva,  to  our  denominational  bodies  for  approval. 
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Accompany  ing  this  report  are  the  f  oil  owing  volume  s ,  for  more  detailed. 


informat  ion: 


"Volume  of  Annual  Reports  for  1919" 

"'iVs.r  Time  Agencies  of  the  Churches" 

"The  Year  Book  of  the  Churches" 

"c,000  Country  Churches" 

"Report  of  the  General  '.7ar-Time  Commission" 
and  the  seven  volumes  of  the  (Jowmit  cee  on 
the  7<ar  and  the  Religious  Outlook 


Your  obedient  servants 


(to  be  signed  by  all  denominational 
members  of  the  Adminis trat ien  Com¬ 
mittee  and  by  the  President  of  the 
Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee.) 


pf 

w 

H.  E.  Speer 

FEB  23  1981 

Ans — - - - 


vL  >  ■  '<M- 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

JOHN  M.  WELLS.  Pastor 

sumter,  s.  c.  peb,  20.  1931 


Dr.  R.  E.  Speer, 

Secretary  Foreign  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.  S.  A., 
156  Fifth  Ave. , 
wew  York,  TT.  Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Speer: - 


I  enjoyed  very  much  your  charming  appre¬ 
ciation  of  Dr.  Macfarland  given  in  ^Te w  York  in  December. 

In  the  course  of  your  remarks  you  said  you  could,  if  you 
had  the  time,  mention  twenty  constructive  things  that 
had  been  done  by  the  Federal  Council  under  Dr.  Macfarland* s 
leadership.  Those  of  "us  who*  believe  in  retaining  the 
Federal  Council  have  a  constant  fight  every  General 
Assembly  to  carry  that  out. 

If  you  have  a  statement  of  these  twenty  constructive  things 
that  you  can  send  to  me  without  any  trouble,  I  would 
appreciate  it  more  than  I  can  tell  you. 

I  was  dfrt&ly  distressed  that  sickness  prevented  my  being  at 
Chattanooga,  and  deprived  me  of  the  pleasure  of  hearing  you 
I  understand  that  your  better  half  is  to  be  here  on  next 
Sunday,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  her. 

With  best  wishes. 


Yours 


sincerely , 


(Of  *W-VY\ 


jmw/b 


>7  1931. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


Well  now  -  it  looks  as  though  you  might  have  some  difficulty 
in  substantiating  your  rather  sweeping  observations  at  Washington. 

Of  course  I  feel  that  all  the  major  procedures  of  the 
Federal  Council  have  been  constructive  and  at  least  they  have  all  given 
some  signs  of  permanency  until  they  develop  into  something  larger  than 
themselves. 

However,  some  of  the  members  of  the  Southern  Assembly  may 
wish  they  they  had  not  been  so  permanent. 

Still  further,  ha?<  far  ny  leadership  had  much  to  do  with 
them  and  how  far  I  was  simply  the  agent  of  cooperative  thinking  is 
another  question,  although  perhaps  the  latter  is  the  truest  leadership. 

I  should  think  therefore  that  it  would  be  far  better  to  set 
forth  these  constructive  procedures  without  any  reference  to  me,  although 
I  think  I  have  noted  a  rather  strong  inclination  on  the  part  of  men  like 
Drs.  Summey,  Wells,  McMillan  and  a  good  many  others  towards  unusual  con¬ 
fidence  in  nyself. 

I  will  however  indicate  a  few  things  that  seem  to  me  most 
important,  selecting  those  which  were  the  most  difficult.  You  can 
probably  do  it  better  yourself.  I  suggest  that  you  glance  through  "Twenty 
Years  of  ^hurch  Federation". 

I  wish, above  all,  that  you  yourself  could  represent  the 
Federal  Council  at  the  U.  S.  Assembly  and  I  want  to  repeat  ny  earnest 
hope  that  you  and  Dr.  Cavert  will  keep  close  together  on  all  matters.  I 
want  that  he  should  have  just  the  right  advisers,  as  I  sought  to  do, 
especially  at  important  moments. 


Sincerely  yours, 


SOME  CONSTRUCTIVE  ACHIEVEMENTS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL 


The  patient  building  in  of  the  denominational  bodies  and 
their  agencies  to  the  structure  of  the  Federal  Council  as  fast  as  they 
T/ould  permit. 

The  balance  between  Evangelism  and  Christian  Education  on 
the  one  hand  and  the  social  tasks  on  the  other. 

The  steering  of  the  movement  for  Federal  Unity  amid  confus¬ 
ing  movements,  such  as  the  Interchurch  World  Movement,  the  Philadelphia 
Conference  and  the  organizations  for  organic  unity  in  a  way  that  has 
developed  confidence  and  steadiness. 

The  securing  of  essential  freedom  during  the  war  period 
without  the  loss  of  coherence. 

The  increasing  coordination  of  the  best  leadership  of  the 
denominations . 

The  spirit  of  service  as  manifested  by  the  help  to  European 
Churches,  Near  East  Relief  and  many  other  causes  from  time  to  time. 

The  influence  of  the  Federal  Council  in  developing  the 
world  movement  for  unity  and  maintaining  its  contact  with  the  Federal 
Council  among  diverting  currents.  (The  first  suggestion  looking  towards 
a  world  movement  was  in  ny  report  in  1916.) 


The  holding  of  the  movement  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Federal  Council  amid  efforts,  which  might  have  been  divisive  of  the 
religious  forces. 

The  maintaining  of  unity  between  widely  diverse  departments 
and  their  staffs  (more  unity  than  is  sometimes  found  in  a  single  de¬ 
nomination)  . 

Skill  in  undertaking  saw  areas  of  service  and  leadership  m 
developing  new  forces  within  the  denominations  while  at  the  same  time 
holding  them  in  unity  of  action. 


Securing  financial  support  without  impairing  denominational 
budgets  and  executing  tasks  which  would  have  cost  the  churches  many  times 
as  much  if  all  were  acting  independently. 


Helping  the  churdhes  to  clear  and  unified  thinking  on  great 
national  issues  which  touch  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  the  nation. 


Illustrating  the  value  of  cooperation  between  the  interde 
nominational  bodies  composed  of  the  boards  by  the  patient  establishment 
of  cooperation  with  freedom,  in  association  with  the  Home  Missions  Council. 


The  guidance  of  movements  which  might  easily  create  division 
rather  than  unity,  such  as  the  community  churches  and  local  bodies. 

The  development  of  a  sense  of  trustfulness  among  diverse  bodies, 
in  place  of  acrimonious  discussion  and  distrust. 
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Maintaining  flexibility  and  freedom  of  action  without 
the  loss  of  essential  unity. 


Honorable  Carl  E.  Million, 
463  Fifth  Avenue 
Sew  York  City 


April  15,  13^1 


D-ar  Governor  MiUiksni 

read  it  at  a  meeting  of  our  sub-commi  -  The  firrt  disposition  of  the 

of  the  Federal_Couneil  on  Saturday  mo r.  J  g.  *f  course  be  gl'=«?  to  have  ou 
committee  was  to  respond  at  once  ftt  tJe  aext  meeting  of  the  o»it- 

tee  on  Saturday,  Aprxl  1  >  *■  v  ptfin+.  #*or  ^  or  worthwhile  i0r  1  u’ 

“  to  !“  L  n.t  P»t  of  our 

have  such  a  conference.  At  »e  unde  -  -•  ,e  have  nothing  to  oo 

to  ppepat.  tb.  “  U'“t 

With  the  Statements  whether  ot  *  you  to  take  up  with  Dr»  J  'hnson  - 

it  5ulc  com  to  us  it  statement  that  you  should 

^ITmTe,  it  2S  he'  altogether  appropriate  for  you  to  make  it  as  * 
member  of  the  Administrative  Committee. 

Tf  cur  sub-committee  should  undertake  to  exercise  the 

functions  of  the  Administrative '*"*  *•  - 

search  -ommittee  on  the  other  then  Probauly  ^  but  thus  far  it  has  seemed 
cscfarlandp  and  Mr.  Andrews  and  “;**  ^within  the  limits  of  our  sub-nomm.ttee 
to  us  that  such  conferences  dio  no-  sub-committee  to  the  Adminis- 

vhose  duty  it  was  to  submit  the  report  or  to  it  that  might  seem 

tr.tw  «lth  W  «°~”dKXr  or  »ot  llr» 

f” rTSrihlo,,  of  ih.  MdA  Counoil  in  1925,  to  th» 


n.Ptt  r  ov  wie  acuun  vj.  -  ,  „ 

and  me  food  of  publication  of  the  Report. 


.n.yi  v.  having  another  masting  after 
I  presume  me  shall  ho  navrn.  exaressod  in  this 

fctSr1?' shaS  be  committee  on  the  18th. 

Vary  cordially  yours, 


fk  iB 


E.  E.  Speer 

JAN  3  1931 

Aibs^ - 


My  dear  Dr.  Speer: 

As  would  be  supposed,  I  am  looking  for  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  be  of  service  with  compensation,  as  I  have  my  boy's 
college  course  to  finish  and  the  continued  care  of  an  invalid 
sister  in  Boston  in  addition  to  ordinary  expenses,  including 
the  constant  expense  of  a  specialist  for  myself. 

It  will  take  me  a  good  part  of  January  to  complete 
the  budget  requirements  and  gather  in  the  Reserve  Fund  pledges 
and  I  shall  take  a  rest  of  two  or  three  weeks  after  that. 

By  February  15,  however,  I  would  be  available  for 
pulpit  supplies, ,  preferably  within  reach  Sunday  morning  of 
my  home  at  Mountain  Lakes,  New  Jersey,  but  not  necessarily, 
in  case  such  opportunities  should  be  known  to  you. 

Of  course  I  have  some  facility  also  in  the  way  of 
lectures  and  addresses  on  the  various  subjects  dealt  with  by 
the  Federal  Council,  religious,  social  and  international. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Rev.)  Charles  S.  Macfarland 
General  Secretary  Emeritus 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


•ACHRAY’* 
MOUNTAIN  LAKES 
NEW  JERSEY 


2  /  ?  \J/ 


<K^^stA^^  - _ -  ^ - 


*~  ^zzzaAA,  Az 
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AAAAAM-^- 
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Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland 
General  secretary  emeritus 
Federal  Council  _ 

o f  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 


JAN  3 
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o  a 


Mountain  Lakes,  New  Jersey,  January  7,  1931. 


-My—dsar  Dr.  Speer: 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  January  5th.  What  I 
said  about  Dr.  Cavert  is  hard  to  put  in  writing  but  I  am  a 
pretty  good  detector  of  psychology. 

Please  try  to  talk  less  about  a  successor  to  me  and 
talk  about  an  associate  with  him.  It  is  probably  just  a  way 
of  putting  things. 

Anyhow  I  want  Cavert  to  keep  pretty  close  to  you  for 
all  reasons.  Somebody  must  be  to  him  what  Dr.  North  was  to 
me  and  the  present  President  and  other  officers  do  not  fill 
that  particular  bill. 

You  see  I  can  keep  away  from  these  things  physically 
but  not  mentally. 


Sincerely  yours, 

CL.  ay}XtA 

(Rey.)  Charles  S.  Macfarland 
General  Secretary  Emeritus 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


February  11,  1931 


My  dear  Caldwell: 


I  want  to  add  a  word  in  writing  to  our  conversation  on 
Saturday,  when  I  answered  your  questions  rather  frankly,  as  you  desired. 

First,  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  Federal  Council  committees 
last  spring  sought  conscientiously  to  do  the  very'best  they  could  for  the 
interests  of  the  Federal  Council,  and  were  also  equally  desirous  of  doing 
everything  possible  for  me.  (Bf  course,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  there 
would  be  differences  of  opinion  on  their  procedure,  and  I  enclose  a  copy 
of  ay  own  letter  to  bean  Weigle,  which  closed  tiie  matter  at  that  time.  To 
use  a  common  expression,  they  were  caught  in  a  jam  which  was  very  complicated 
in  its  structure.  X  took  the  ground  that,  in  view  of  the  larger  interests 
involved,  I  should  without  question  bear  the  force  of  the  attack  and  simply 
maintain  what  is  sometimes  called  "a  dignified  silence".  Of  course,  I  am 
deeply  appreciative  of  your  own  attitude,  and  I  have  had  about  three  hundred, 
or  more,  letters  expressing  much  the  same  feeling  if  confidence  as  your  own. 

Secondly,  I  sun  very  gratefully  appreciative  of  your  friendly 
interest  in  ny  future  opportunity  for  service,  indeed,  the  wireless  you  sent 
Henry  Atkinson  was  the  finest  expression  of  friendship  of  the  many  that  I  had. 

As  to  your  proposal  for  helping  out  on  ny  future  support, 
of  course  X  should  gratefully  accept  whatever  ny  personal  friends  might 
wish  to  do  personally.  I  must,  however,  say  that  this  would  need  to  be 
quite  private  and  personal,  entirely  detached  from  the  Federal  Council,  which 
has  provided  a  sum  fully  equal  to,  if  not  larger  than,  what  religious  bodies 
are  accustomed  to  do.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  proper  to  ask  any  officers 
or  members  of  the  staff  to  have  any  responsibility  in  connection  with  it.  It 
would  also  be  necessary  to  let  such  friends  as  you  approach  know  that  the 
Federal  Council  is  to  provide  $3,000  a  year. 

The  Administrative  Committee  graciously  voted  Gy  full  salary 
until  July  1,  and  X  am  trying  to  discover  a  program  which  will  be  the  most 
useful.  Whether  I  can  do  this  with  ary  substantial  compensation  is  more  than 
doubtful  I  fear. 


fours  gratefully, 


Mr.  Robert  J.  Caldwell 
60  E.  42nd  Street 
New  York,  N.  I. 


(Rev)  Charles  S.  Macfarland 


February  12,  1931 


Rev.  F.  3rne3t  Johnson 
105  East  22nd  Street 
New  lork  City 

My  dear  Dr.  Johnson: 


The  intimation  and  probability  that 
Messrs  Seitz,  Shipler  and  Andrews  are  prepared  to  do  in¬ 
jury  unless  your  report  complies  with  their  demands,  raises 
some  o.uestions  in  my  mind,  which  I  simply  ask  without  ans¬ 
wering. 

1.  Ought  your  report  to-include  full  information  as  to 
Seitz’s  relationship,  the  combination  between  these  three 
men  and  the  Herald-Tribune  man,  the  whole  procedure  of  Mr. 

Andrews  while  one  of  our  secretaries  and  in  fact  the  whole 

set  up  ? 

j-a- 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  well  to  recall  that  Shipler 
was  chairman  of  a  committee  named  by  a  Federal  Council  Commission 
(the  Editorial  Council  of  the  Religious  Press)  of  which  com¬ 
mittee  Dr.  Caveft  was  a  member.  Dr.  Shipler  began  his  cam¬ 
paign  by  implying  that  he  was  doing  so  as  chairman  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Federal  Council. 


2.  If  you  deem  it  necessary  to  report  the  facts  regarding 
myself,  would  it  *be  necessary  to  review  the  whole  procedure 
of  last  Spring,  including  the  facts  that  members  of  our  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Policy  were  in  conference  with  Andrews  and  indirectly 
with  Seitz  and  Shipler  and  were  undoubtedly  influenced  by  them 
and  the  misinformation  given  them  by  Andrews?  Also  the  fact 
that  some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  reported  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Committee  on  Policy  to  Andrews  ? 

The  pcp&t  seems  to  be  this  —  if  the.'e  men  are  going  to 
attack,  ought  it  to  be  known  as  to  just  who  it  is  that  is 
making  the  attack  ? 

In  any  event,  ought  not  your  committee  to  have  all  this 
in  writing,  even  though  it  need  not  appear  in  the  final  report  ? 

I  have  complied  with  your  request  to  send  the  full  in¬ 
formation  confidentially  to  Professor  Shenton,  although  I  did 
so  with  some  hesitation  and  almost  reluctance,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  appear  as  complaining  of  anything. 


Rev.  F.  Ernest  Johnson  -  2 


February  13,  1931 


Whatever  may  be  the  sins  of  Governor  Milliken,  surely 
you  have  here  a  coterie  cf  men  who, (no  matter  how  conscien¬ 
tious  in  their  aim)  have  proved  untrustworthy,  unscrupulous 
and  treacherous.  They  have  even  asserted  that  they  forced 
our  committee  by  intimidation  last  spring  and  evidently  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  can  do  so  nov>. 

While  doubtless  I  shall  remain  silent,  I  can  hardly 
forbear  raising  these  questions,  because  somebody  else  may 
insist  on  raising  them  and  in  any  event  I  am  sure  your  com¬ 
mittee  ought  to  know  the  complete  story. 

I  am  sending  a  copy  cf  this  to  Dr.  Speer. 

Sincerely  yours. 


(Signed)  C.S.M 


February  15,  1931. 


%  de.  r  Dr.  Johnson: 

After  giving  the  natter  thoughtful  consideration  1  decided 
to  confine  Myself  solely  to  such  corrections  or  additional  information 
as  was  needed  in  your  Motion  Picture  Statement  regarding  Byself  alone. 

From  the  very  first  X  have  maintained  entire  silence  regarding 
the  procedure  of  all  others  in  any  way  associated  with  the  Federal'couneil 
and  I  shall  not  now  voluntee  any  information  regarding  their  actions. 

I  can  honestly  say  that  I  have  no  desire  to  injure  them/’ in  any  case 
to  injure  them  would  be  to  injure  the  Federal  Council. 

For  ay  self  there  is  nothing  substantial  to  add  to  the  state¬ 
ment  I  made  to  the  committee  on  Policy  last  February,  as  I  then  sought 
to  convey  11  the  facts.  Xn  fact  I  am  urjabls  to  see  why  your  report 
regarding  nyself  needs  to  say  more  than  tfr  t.  %•  statement  then  * sas 
sufficiently  complete  and  substantially  correct. 

As  to  the  threats  that  have  come  to  you  fromiieits,  Shipler 
and  Andrews,  I  am  credibly  informed  that ^eitz  has  also  boasted  that 
our  Committee  on  Policy  obeyed  his  orders  and  that  he  ha;  things  well  in 
hanu,  or  words  to  that  effect.  That  they  will  continue  attempts  to 
intimidate  your  committee  is  to  be  expected. 

I  do  hope  that  Dean  . eigle  is  not  continuing  his  conferences 
with  Mi-.  Andrews. 


Faithfully  yours. 


(dev)  Charles  S.  Maefarland 

Hev.  F.  Ernest  Johnson, 

105  East  idiind  Street 

Hew  loi'k,  N.  I. 


P.  S.  I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Dr.  Speer. 


"ACHRAY" 

MOUNTAIN  LAKES 


February  26,  1931. 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

%■  dear  Dr.  Speer; 

Replying  to  the  first  sentence  in  your  letter  of 
February  24,  may  I  say  that  I  am  sending  you  copies  of 
correspondence  that  is  of  other  than  personal  concern,  because 
it  is  possible  that  later  on  I  may  need  your  advice  on  some 
of  the  questions  involved. 


Sincerely  and  gratefully  yours, 

C  \f , 


(Rev)  Charles  S.  Macfarland 


;4y  dear  Profeasor  ahsotom: 


The  question  you  raised  at  toe  close  of  our  interview  the  other 
day  seemed  to  ae  the  nearest  to  aoasthlng  definite  of  any  consideration  that  has 
np'jearad.  Indeed,  it  ia  the  very  question  I  hove  been  urging,  from  a  somewhat 
different  angle. 


other. 


There  are,  from  rjy  point  of  view,  three  questions,  each  releti^  to  the 


1.  hid  Governor  illllken  seek  to  influence  Individual  members  of  toe  Federal 
Council's  Connies ion  in  toe  matter  of  previewing  and  other  policies  of  e  similar 
nature  In  th«  Interest  of  his  organisation? 

That  question  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer,  as  I  knew  nothing  of  his 
reported  interviews. 

2.  Md  toe  Comal  salon  yield  to  such  influence  (if  it  was  exerted)  or  was  its 
policy  f emulated  independently  of  any  such  effort? 

3.  Old  I  in  any  way  permit  ay  administrative  duties  to  be  influenced  by  him? 

These  two  question*  should  be  answered. 

.he  second  of  these  questions  is  answered  by  the  following  excerpts 
from  toe  minutes: 


’’Orgnniaati  on  Meeting,  'arch  25,  1829 

"Mrs.  jarieh  but  recently  returned  from  California  stressed  the  need  of  previewing 
of  otion  icturee  in  xiollywood,  stating  that  so  e  eight  hundred  .jotion  ioturcs 
are  prepared  yearly  and  tost  a  strong  reviewing  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
go  over  these  pictures  before  they  are  released  for  circulation. 

"airs.  Silverthorn  stated  that  the  National  Goiani  nsl  on  of  to  tea  tent  omen  h;<d  very 
definitely  planned  activities  along  the  line  of  toe  ^reviewing  of  lotion  lc  tores 
and  otoer  phases  of  toe  motion  picture  problem.  If  the  Commission  of  the  Federal 
Council  prepares  a  definite  urogram  in  which  the  National  Commission  may  cooperate 
whole-heartedly,  it  will  be  glad  to  do  so  but  doss  not  wish  to  postpone  Its  activities 
for  a  rather  indefinite  future  program." 

"VOTES;  That  the  Chairman  bo  empowered  to  appoint  a  committee  of  nine  persons  to 
consider  the  points  named  in  the  dissuasion  of  today's  nee ting  together  wlto  items 
8-10  on  toe  agenda  of  today's  meeting  and,  further,  toe  relationship  of  the  new 
Commission  to  toe  Church  and  arms*  Association.  The  Committee  also  shall  be  suthoriied 
to  nominate  a  Chairman  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Federal  Council, 
r.ls  hop  cconnell. 


•VOTU)  s  That  the  Recording  ecr«tary  be  requested  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
Hlne  all  conKaoBieatioas  and  recOEEaematione  teat  hate  come  to  tea  count ssion. 

Meeting  -  i.Say  27,  1829 

"VOTVDj  To  adopt  Paragraph  1  araauded  to  read  as  follows; 

1.  The  purpose  of  tee  Cocssi as ion  on  lotion  Pictures  shall  be; 

"(1)  To  further  ox  provide  for  tee  thorough  study  of  the  relations  of 
.  Motion  lcturea  to  tee  .ublie  elfare.  ■ 

TOTcBi  To  adopt  Paragraph  3  amended  to  read  es  follows: 

3.  the  Commission  shall  have  an  xecutive  Coimlttee  of  Nine  which  shall  include 
teres  persona  who  are  members  of  tee  hoard  of  Directors  of  the  Church  and  Drama  League." 

"Voted J  To  adopt  Paragraph  4  aaended  as  follows: 

•*4.  That  tee  apartment  of  Research  and  T donation  of  tee  Federal  Council  be 
requested  to  nice  surveys  and  that  tee  Comiasion  ap  oint  a  Purvey  Cossnittee  to 
cooperate  'lth  the  epartmeat  of  search  and  uucation.” 

.■Seating  -  June  7,  1929 

"Dr.  iuofurlaad  presented  on  behalf  of  'ir.  0,  H.*  Cheney,  Chairman  of  tea 
Dominating  Comnittee,  the  report  of  t?e  Coraaittea  which  was  considered  seriatim. 

"  in  reeai.vnendatl  >n  of  the  'laminating  Committee, 

"VUT  l  :  That  tee  Cotsnission  reeoewead  to  -iahep  crenel  J.  McConnell,  -resident 
of  the  Federal  Counoil,  the  appointment  >f  linn,  ill lea  C.  Hedfield,  as  Chairman  cf  the 
down!  a*  ion  on  lotion  ioturee. 

"On  recoaoendation  of  the  Naninatlag  Cotvai ttoe , 

”V0T  I:  That  Rev.  Charles  K.  Gilbert  be  elected  as  Chair  rann  of  tee  xecutive 
Comraittee  of  th@  Cobbs!  salon. " 


ur.  Da of  airload  presented  the  following  names  on  behalf  of  tee  Howirw  ting  Commit tea 
recommended  us  members  of  tue  xecutive  coses! ttee  of  tae  Coeval  tud  on:  Rev.  Charles  K. 
Qilbert,  Chairman,  Mies  Margaret  .pplegarth,  Professor  garrison  SU  SUtstt,  He^  Henry  S. 
helper.  Rev.  tenlay  High,  firs.  Fred  S*  Bennett,  end  ex  officio  lion,  illlnn  C.  Redfield, 
Harry  c.  yers  and  Hev.  Charles  /acfarlaad. 

'Rev.  George  Held  -dadrewa  presented  on  behalf  of  the  church  and  Trsma  lisoclatton 
tee  names  of  ,ir.  ieary  C.  .  albridge  and  >iev.  George  Reid  Andrews  as  two  of  the  three 
representatives  of  tee  church  and  Grama  association  on  the  xecutive  consnittee  of  the 
Commission,  in  accordance  with  tee  previous  vote  of  tee  Commie a ion  authorizing  euoh 

representation." 


"VOT  Di  That  the  Commission  elect  Kev.  Charles  K.  Gilbert  Chairmen,  Mise  argaret 
Applegarth,  Profeasor  iiarrison  ft.  1  lliott,  Rev.  Henry  ft*  helper,  Bev.  Stanley  High, 

Mrs.  IM  •  IHMH,  Set.  George  Held  Andrews,  and  Hr.  Henry  S.  Abridge  ••  * 

the  executive  Comittee,  with  lion,  illla*  C.  Redfield,  Harry  S.  lycra  and  Rev.  uharlee  s. 

.acfarlnd  ex  officio. 


•MtDi  that  the  ? xeeutlve  Committee  be  showered  at  Ita  discretion  to  nominate 

to  the  Oeanlsal  on,  Kddltional  aartibars  for  the  xeeutlve  Conalttee  as  say  seem  wise.1* 

* 

'•VOT-.a  i  That  all  natters  that  hare  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Connell 
previous  to  the  organization  of  tha  Ooawleslon  which  relate  to  Uotlon  Pictures  ah oil 

he  referred  to  tha  .xeeutlve  Vassal t tee  for  report  to  the  Cocssi n s ion . " 

Keating  t  xeeutlve  Committee,  June  26,  1929 
"The  Chairman,  Hew.  tJhr.rlea  K.  Gilbert,  presided. " 

“George  Held  Andrews  was  elected  Ceeretary  of  the  ’eetln r." 

"oona  time  was  given  to  the  discussion  of  work  which  night  be  undertaken  at  once. 

A  committee  wee  appointed,  with  the  Rev.  ;  eury  -®ith  i, el per  an  chairmen,  to  investigate 
the  influence  of  comeroial  pictures  shown  In  alad  nary  fields,  and  r.  piper  waa 
instructed  to  request  their  representatives  to  note  carefully  the  types  of  pictures 
being  shown  In  the  c asmerei  r.l  houses  In  their  communities,  end  when  they  find  films  which 
they  consider  objectionable  for  any  reason,  to  make  careful  notes  of  the  films  In  question, 
giving  such  information  as  tne  name  off  the  film,  the  producer  and  their  reasons  for 

considering  the  film  object!  liable,  this  Information  to  be  sent  to  th>  chairman  of  the 

carnal  ttee  at  105  ast  82nd  treat,  Sew  Fork,  or  to  their  home  board  headquarters  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  chairman." 

meting  xeeutlve  cosmlttee  optersber  26,  1929 
"VjSS®i  That  the  xeeutlve  uowiittao  recommend  to  the  Comnlnalon: 


"2.  That  In  the  judgment  of  the  executive  Cobalt  tea  at  the  present  time  tie 
c  omission  regards  itself  as  not  prepared  to  undertake  pre-viewinc  or  recommending  of 
c  wane  re i si  motion  picture  films. 

"4.  That  the  Geraraission  refer  all  Inquiries  concerning  specific  commercial  films 
to  the  Ghaureh  end  Drama  la apue  of  uaeriea. 

“6.  Thot  the  commission  recomend  to  ita  constituent  bodies  that  they  wake  the 
widest  possible  uwe  of  the  recommended  lists  of  the  Church  and  ‘man  league  of  Amerlta. 

’8.  That  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  all  matters  having  to  do  with  the 
setivitles  of  secular  organizations  with  respect  to  eoBsaercinl  motion  pictures  be 
referred  to  the  church  and  Draw  League  of  merles. " 

"VOTF-D :  That  the  xeeutlve  Cororalttea  recommend  to  the  commission: 

"1,  ’fast  tha  Commission  acknowledge  with  thank*  the  invite  Ion  to  previewing  issued 
by  the  Motion  Pictures  i  “reducers  and  cistributnra  Association  and  further  rrea  amend  that 
action  upon  It  be  deferred. 

"2.  That  a  Committee  cm  Inquiry  be  appointed  by  the  Commission  In  consultation  with 
the  j apartment  of  Research  and  cucution  of  the  Federal  Council  to  make  tee  wldast 
practicable  study  of  relations  of  the  motion  picture  to  the  public  welfare  and  teat 
there  be  Included  as  Inquiry  as  to  the  progress  made  to  date  by  the  lotion  ictir « 
rodueara  and  wlatttbutors-  Association  of  meriea  In  the  promotion  of  suoh  relaticna. 

"S.  hat  tee  Chairman  of  the  Comisslm,  together  with  the  Chalrnnn  of  the 
:  xeeutlve  Committee ,  Rev.  Charles  -.  ..iacfarland,  *ev.  George  Held  uidrews  and  Rev.  J. 
rnast  Johnson  be  asked  to  seleot  and  be  authorised  to  appoint  members  of  tela  Commit tea 
on  Inquiry.  *he  number,  five,  is  suggested  aa  desirable. 


•*5.  That  the  Count  t tee  of  selection  referred  to  la  the  foregoing  be  aaicsd  to  naia 
a  committee  to  consider  the  influence  of  motioa  picture  films  la  foreign  mission  fields, 
and  to  recommend  to  the  Comittee  thus  named  the  consideration  of  the  report  an  bad.  t  ted 
*r  it r.  ieipar." 


fleeting  of  Cearalaslon,  October  19H8 

"V-.T'B:  fo  approve  items  3  aad  3  as  follows; 

nZ.  That  a  Coaralttea  on  inquiry  be  appointed  by  th«  Commie eioa  in  eoa- 
sulation  eitb  the  ;  apartment  of  ne search  and  duontlon  of  the  Federal  council  to  make 
the  widest  metlcable  study  of  relations  of  the  notion  picture  to  the  public  welfare 
and  that  there  be  included  an  inquiry  as  to  tile  progress  made  to  date  by  the  Motion 
Picture  roducera  and  Distributors  of  *rico  in  the  promotion  of  such  relations. ” 

“At  tills  point  Frofeasor  DeBourd  presented  the  report  of  a  recant  Conference 
on  tft«  use  of  motion  pictures  for  religious  education.  Professor  Laitourd  la  Chaim  an 
of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Conference  to  sake  a  surrey  and  to  secure  a  list 
of  available  pictures  for  religious  edueati  on.  His  report  was  further  suypl^iented 
by  r.  enry  ti»  -yer.  It  was  stated  that  the  Conference  was  called  and  the  work  of 
the  Coranitce  was  to  be  financed  by  the  Motion  icture  roducars  and  Distributors  of 
viaerica."* 


»y  :>?  I:  i  To  adopt  item  3  of  the  first  section  with  the  words  "at  the  present 
tl^e  underscored,  as  follows; 

"3.  That  in  the  Judgment  of  the  xecutiva  Cossaittee  at  the  prceeat  tine  the 
Consaiaeioa  regards  Itself  as  not  prepared  to  undertake  to  pre-ri awing  or  recommending 
of  commercial  motion  picture  filsa." 

Meeting  xeeutive  Connittee  Deoesaber  13,  1959 

■Dr.  acfarl'  nd  called  attention  to  articles  concerning  the  resignation  of 
tr«  odfield  and  otoer  osattera  connected  with  the  Motion  icture  Cumnieeloa  which  hnd 
a p  eared  in  the  Herald  Tribune  and  other  papers  in  the  receding  two  or  three  deye  aad 
it  was  voted  that  the  Chairman  of  -fee  zeeu  ttve  Cowaittee  be  authorized  to  make  a 
statement  for  the  press.  The  statement  follows; 

™*Tne  Federal  Connell’s  Con  lesion  on  Motion  Pictures  ms  organized  by  order 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  council  in  January,  1929,  at  the  request  of  a  conference 
of  re  reseatatives  of  denominational  and  interdenoraiaatlonal  agonclee  which  desired  a 
central  clearing  house  and  cooperative  agency  thro  gh  *h  eh  to  secure  suitable  11  lme 
far  vm  1  churches  and  reliable  inforimtloa  concerning  their  motion  picture  problem. 

**  The  Doted! osion  was  appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Federal  Council  said  ia 
composed  chiefly  of  meters  officially  nominated  by  the  various  religious  erg* lzatt on* 
Interested  in  the  subject,  uiithsr  the  'Arties  Picture  Producers  and  Distributors  of 
.rseri ca  nor  say  representative  of  that  body  nor  any  person  connected  with  the  motion 
picture  industry  ia  any  way  whatever  haw  had  a  ay  thing  to  do  with  thf-  organization 
at  the  Federal  Council's  Cowl  as  ion  or  the  solas  ting  of  its  erBonnnl. 

•»  Moreover,  the  eorvaiwaion  hat  never  been  Influenced  in  any  way  v.hetevcr  ir.  its 
policies  or  procedure  by  the  action  picture  producers’  association  or  any  representative 

of  it.  ’*he  only  approach  which  has  been  made  to  the  ecmUaioa  by  nay  ^presents tiva. 
of  this  aaoo teflon  me  been  an  invitation  to  the  commission  to  share  in  rfrVwl <*v. i ng  or 

pictures  at  ollywood.  The  .oamissloi  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  teke  action  on  the 
invitation  at  that  time. 

"'The  purposes  of  the  cmmaisslon,  as  outlined  at  kb  early  meeting,  ere  as  follows; 


"*®i  the  churches  at  home  and  abroad  to  seeu r«  suitable  notion  pictures  for 

their  own  jrogrsrus,  and  to  mlatala  a  general  information  service. 

-no  study  the  representation  of  the  various  peoples  through  motion  pictures  at  home 
and  abroad,  to  seek  to  eliminate  aisr  proseatati  ms  and  to  seeure  the  Incorporation  of  tee 
best  >f  the  lief  of  the  various  countries,  and  to  further  tee  use  of  films  which  strengthen 
international  understand!  .g  and  goodwill. 

"’laterally,  differences  of  opinloa  nave  arisen  among  the  rmmber  of  the  commission 
as  to  the  tsoat  effective  -cans  -f  furthering  these  purposes.  Upon  on*  point,  however, 
there  has  been  general  agreeeaeat,  and  that  is  tee  need  of  a  careful  and  unprejudiced 
inquiry  into  tec  relation  of  the  motion  pieture  induetry  to  the  public  welfare.  The 
commission  early  this  fall  took  unanimous  action  looking:  toward  such  a  study,  and  at  the 
annual  masting,  of  the  executive  oaasnittee  of  the  federal  Council  in  hlcago  last  week, 
official  author laatlon  for  such  a  study  was  given.*” 

Meeting  Executive  Committee,  January  31,  lvSO 

"The  question  was  raised  as  to  the  relation  at  tee  Oorwieaion  to  the  proposed  Inquiry. 
It  w*s  elearly  stated  that  the  Do search  ~e  iartnent  would  follow  its  usual  policy  in 
conducting  the  Inquiry,  seeping  Independent  of  ail  other  agencies;  tee  Commi sal <m ,  however, 
being  free  to  suggest  to  the  Beeearch  Department  desirable  lines  of  investlg&tioh.* 

"Then  followed  a  statement  by  ftp.  Joiuison  calling  attention  to  difficulties  encounters 
in  organising  the  inquiry  but  expressing  confidence-  teat  it  would  eooa  be  under  way.” 

It  will  be  noted  test  from  tee  very  first  the  Commission  proposed  a  complete  survey 
and  inquiry  before  committing  itself  to  any  relationship  with  tec  Industry. 

o  far  as  I  recall  these  actions  were  unanimous  in  every  case  and  without  way  signs 
of  dissent. 

he  third  question  aiy  be  answered  by  the  following  foots: 

1.  I  never  thought  of  ixsg  aes  procedure  of  any  kind  until  December  16,18,  but  bant  evejy 

effort 

(1)  To  get  *tr»  a  Crows  to  really  establish  a  policy  and  program* 

(3)To  get  him  to  act  for  tee  consalosion  on  International  Justice  sad 
Goodwill  a«  chairman  of  its  ©oiaalttee. 

(3)  To  desist  in  his  persistent  efforts  to  secure  such  large  support  from 
Governor  Mil liken  cad  to  build  up  hie  administration. 

2.  fter  Dr.  ulick  had  cosif erred  with  as  several  tires  and  i.  had  else  been  approached 
by  officers  of  the  foreign  and  home  iisai  on  agencies,  I  nade  Inquiry  and  learned,  to  ay 
surprise,  that  there  wore  many  denominational  and  interdenominational  corasittees  with  no 
common  meeting  ground  except  Governor  ‘illiken. 

3.  I  laid  the  ease  before  4r.  jidrews  and  suggested  simply  e  conference  of  thee* 
agencies.  (  ven  after  this  I  sought  to  reconcile  i4r.  jjsdrewa  and  Sr.  llllken  at  a 
conference . ) 

4.  !r.  .adrows  expressed  agreement  with  am  and  I  suggested  teat  he  arrange  the 

oo  iferonee.  (During  tel#  time  I  cannot  recall  mentioning  tee  taut tar  to  Governor  iillik@a. 
After  it  was  determined  upon,  however,  I  sated  him  to  give  a*  the  substance  of  suggestion* 
for  a  program  wh^ch  i«  »sd  been  sending  me  from  ttae  to  time,  which  I  conveyed  with  some 


change#,  to  ~ir.  .Andrews.)  '.This  program  had  ao  bearing  on  relations  with  i toe  Indus  try 
and  its  proposals  ware  simple  and  obvious* 

5.  Mr*  Andrews  arranged  the  conference,  which  waa  composed  of  representatives  of 
constituent  and  affiliated  bodies  -f  the  Federal  council  (through  their  Commit tees  on 
,'otion  ,-ietures.)  I  *au  elected  Chairman  of  the  conference.  "W  agenda  was  presented 
by  Mr*  Andrew*.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  ersounel  of  the  conference. 

6.  After  full  discussion  in  which  all  the  members  shared,  the  conference  voted  to 
request  the  federal  Council  to  have  a  commission. 

7.  this  action  was  reported  to  the  f xecutive  Connittee  of  the  Federal  Council  by 
ir.  odreae  and  approved. 

8.  I  was  asked  to  ect  aa  Acting  Chairman  of  the  coiwii Melon,  representing  bishop 
,c Connell,  until  fully  organized. 

9.  1  appointed  the  Ifcaainutiag  Commit  fee  and  named)  us  chairman  Mr.  chancy,  one  of 
i4r.  nefrewa*  closest  associates  in  toe  Church  and  Drams  Association,  Bishop  Cannon, 
whose  son  wsa  in  ir.  ,-ndrevfa’  office  and  lira.  Bennett. 


10.  Ibis  carnal  Use  considered  Mr.  ^nurews  for  the  secretaryship,  but  all  tore® 
decided  tost  this  was  not  advisable,  a  judgment  la  which  Mr.  Cheney  concurred. 

11.  By  agreement  tilth  Mr.  Andrews,  three  members  of  the  Church  ear.  Drama  t.asooiation, 
including  him,  were  placed  on  the  :  xecutive  committee,  and  a  majority  «f  that  commit  tec 
were  warm  supporters  of  Hr*  undrew*,  and  none,  »o  far  as  I  know,  hostile  to  him  or  la 

any  wny  associated  with  Got arnor  iilliken. 

12.  ir.  tndrewe  then  began  to  complain  because  he  was  nut  the  xecutive  Secretary, 
and  at  ray  suggestion  Dr.  inch  ester  was  made  Acting  Secretary  to  tide  matters  along. 

13.  i  asked  ir.  Andrews  to  recommend  a  man  for  -hairraan.  He  suggested  Or,  bedfield 
and  I  recoaraeaded  Mr.  Bedfleld  to  Bishop  I  McConnell. 


14.  I  conferred  with  Mr.  Andrew*  as  to  a  ohnirtnaa  of  the  -xecutive  Committee,  and 
we  agreed  upon  Dr.  Gilbert. 


16.  I  stipulated  that  the  aambers  of  the  Jomisslon  be  selected  by  the  cooperating 
committees  and  I  had  nothing  to  with  their  selection.  I  recall  only  one  suggectlon  that 
oarae  to  a©,  and  1  referred  it  to  Mr.  Andrews.  1  had  not  the  slightest  ides  a*  to  any 
prefers nocs  of  the  Camalssioa  members,  except  in  two  or  three  cases. 


16.  nen  the  invitation  for  previewing  came,  I  expressed  too  judgment  tost  our 
Commission  could  not  join  it  under  present  condition*.  and  expressed  my  doubt  as  to  its 
possibility  under  any  ooi.ditione. 


17.  At  the  very  beginning  I  urged  toe  necessity  for  such  a  s  rvey  so  we  are  now 
asking,  before  adopting  &ay  policy. 


18.  .ben  Mr.  Andrews  came  to  Mr.  Cavort  and  me  to  ask  that  he  be  Given  some 
atatua  with  tea  Federal  Council,  it  was  my  own  proposal  that  he  be  designated  "ecretery 
on  Dramatic  delations." 


Gea awhile,  I  had  tumad  the  whole  business  ver  to  Br«  Gilbert  in  Jun«. 

Curing  all  this  tl.se  I  carried  out  these  administrative  duties  without  imy 
conference  or  eonsultotion  on  our  policies  with  Governor  aUliken.  ?he  conference 
was  arranged  before  he  knew  it.  I  knew  nothing  of  bis  conferences  with  members  of  the 


•Cmal-  cion,  except  tiwt  h_  and  i-r.  Gilbert  swt.  only  actual  confer*  >.oe  witv  hte  that 

I  had  was  the  v t  ry  early  one  b  aes.  he  explained  the  previewing  system.  Very  shortly  after  thk 
conference  1  told  him  that  1  did  not  believe  it  practicable.  I  eluo  told  him  that  I 
ahauld  propose  an  inquiry  before  acootlag  any  policy. 

I  had  aae  conference  eith  Jr.  Cheney  at  which  we  agreed  on  the  idee  that  the 
Go«ai  salon  should  work  cooperatively  eith  the  Church  and  i>r«s»  ..^aoeiation. 

Incidentally,  I  nay  aay  that  several  officers  ana  Members  of  the  cotni salon  did  not 
altogether  share  my  conservative  attitude,  which  was  largely  determined  by  my  insist  nt 
feeling  that  ne  Gohku  salon  could  not  adopt  any  policy  until  the  survey  which  I  proposed, 
had  been  made. 

a  far  aa  1  can  recall.  Governor  iilllken  never  nede  my  request  or  even  the  e light- 
oat  euggeatlon  to  tau  concerning  toe  personnel  or  policy,  exceot  hii.  Very  early  expression 
of  the  hope  that  to  a  iodoral  Council  would  join  in  toe  previewing.  ad  he  done  so  I  should 
have  cooveyad  hie  request  or  suggestion  to  toe  Cooai salon. 

Sincerely  yours. 


I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  *r.  hit®,  a?.  Ji  ler,  ar.  Johnson  and  also 
to  a  rasa  to  whom  I  have  boon  going  for  friendly  advice. 


Duplicate 


Ffcv,  John  M.  Sails,  D,D., 
Presbyterian  Church 
Sumter,  S.C. 


It  tear  Dr.  Wells: 


8  rch  £, 

(Diet;  ted  February/ 


T  "as  a  pleasure  to  receive  y our  letter  of  Februarv  gnth  rna 

ssl&t  ^  ito“  -  ^  “•*  s  ss 


credit  for  all  *h r°f&’  °OUr*e»  be  P«^P*  to  disclaim  the 

-  sis*. 

in  small  Dr.  Hacfarland  has  been  in  evidence  and  I  have  chaffed  hi™  n™ 
on-e  on  uia  photographrability  but  his  unnoUceableness  is  far  more  noticeable 

Dr  iT  bee?  rar9  °f  the  ";0rk  0f  thG  Council  and  its  moments? 

Dr.  i  ^ariand  has  not  been  ambitious  to  put  himself  forward  but  has  been  anxious 

doing.  366  the  W°rk  WaS  d°ne  ^  ***  ^  right  non  wore  f owl  foritT 


did  «v  44.0  *  u  ,,MrS*  Sp  ;er  ver»  meetly  enjoyed  her  visit  to  Sumter  as  I 
did  my  iisit  to  the  Congress  at  Chattanooga.  X  an  sorry  that  -ou.re  not  able 

““cLsr th,t  ;,ou  ‘"™  «»  “ie 


With  warm  regard, 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


h£S»B 


CO*!;.  CONETROCTIVE  ACHIEVEUHTTS  05  THE  FEDERAL  OONCIL 

**#  :  RK-fr 


.  The  pstient  building  in  of  the  denomin. tionsl  bodies  &no  their  agencies 
to  the  structure  of  the  Federal  Council  as  fast  as  the;  wiuld  permit.' 

The  balance  between  Evangelism  and  Chri  ti&n  Education  on  the  one  hand 
ajid  the  social  tasks  on  the  other. 

Th  sterling  of  the  movement  for  Federal  Unity  amid  confusing  movements 
such  as  the  Interchurch  World  Movement,  the  Philadelphia  Conference  an.  the 
organisations  for  organic  unity  in  a  way  that  has  developed  confidence  and 
steadiness. 


Th>.  securing  oi  essential  freedom  during  the  war  period  without  th~ 
of  coherence. 


lo  !S 


The  increasing  coordination  of  the  best  leadership  of  the  denominations. 


T’le  spirit  of  service  as  manifested  by  the  help  to  European  Churche 
Near  East  Relief  and  many  other  causes  from  time  to  time. 


s. 


The.  influence  of  the  Federal  Council  in  developing  the  world  movement 
for  maintaining  its  contact  with  the  Federal  Council  among  diverting 

.  m rents,  (The  first  suggestion  looking  towards  a  world  movement  was  in  Dr. 
Macfarlsnd's  report  in  1916) 


The  holding  of  the  Movement  to  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Council 
amio  efforts  which  might  have  been  ctvisive  of  th  religiou  forces. 

Tii',-:  maintaining  of  unity  between  widely  diverse  departments  and  their 
staff  (more  unity  than  is  sometimes  found  in  a  single  denomination). 

£jcili  in  undertaking  new  areas  of  service  and  1  adership  in  developing  new 
forces  within  the  denominations  while  at  the  same  time  holding  them  in  unity  of 
action.  * 


Securing  financial  support  without  imp  .iring  denominational  budgets  and 
executing  itesks  which  would  have  cost  the  churches  many  times  as  much  if  all  ware 
acting  independently. 

.  the  Churches  to  clear  and  unified!  thinking  on  great  national  i  sues 

whi  n  touen  the  moral  and  spiritual  life  of  the  nation. 

Illustrating  the  value  of  cooperation  between  the  interdenominational  bodies 
compo  ec  of  the  boards  by  the  patient  establishment  of  ooperation  with  freedom, 
in  association  with  the  Home  Missions  Council. 


T.'io  guioance  of  movements  which  might  easily  create  division  rather  than 
unity,  such  as  conununit  churches  and  local  bodies. 

T :±-  development  of  a  sense  of  trustfulness  among  diverse  bodies,  in  pla^e 
of  acrimonious  discussion  and  distrust. 

laintainmg  flexibility  and  freedom  of  action  ithout  the  loss  of  essential 

auty. 


£  - 


The  support  of  the  chaplains  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  securing  the  resources 
which  the  have  needed  and  the  recognition  of  their  work. 

The  wise  choice  of  men  and  the  faithful  and  unselfish  support  of  them  in 
their  posts  of  work  in  the  Federal  Council!  Ben  like  Hr.  Cavert,  Dr.  Tippy. 

Dr.  Gulick,  Dr*  Guild,  and  others. 

The  organisation  and  support  of  the  general  Shir- time  commission  of  the 
Churches* 

Assistance  to  the  evangelical  Churches  of  Europe  in  their  closer  coordi¬ 
nation  and  cooperation  and  mutual  help. 

Tic.  development  of  friendships  with  many  leaders  in  smaller  denominations, 
giving  them  a  sense  of  strength  and  courage  and  the  feeling  of  contact  with  the 
hole  evangelical  fellowship. 

The  maintenance  of  an  essential  but  most  difficult  equipoise  between  many 
tendencies  that  might  have  been  set  in  opposition;  such  as  liberal  views  with 
regard  to  sc-cial  and  economic  problems  as  a  sin  at  conservative  and  static  position  , 
•.no  the  maintenance  of  the  com:. oh  evangelical  positi  a  on  theological 

r  trams  a. 
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FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHORCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 


MEMORANDUM 


Fr-Qin  c  uagfaj-iand 


Date  March  3,1931 


To  3.  L.  Gullck 


Subject  Mr*  Burton's  report 


Inasmuch  ae  you  have  destroyed  the  memorandum  itiich  I  eent  you, 
dated  about  February  10,  I  will  repeat  it  in  substance. 

A  report  made  by  Mr*  Burton  on  the  motion  picture  inquiry  con¬ 
tains  the  following:  "Dr.  Macfarland  says  that  he  was  prompted  to  suggest 

the  subject  to  Mr.  Andrews  by  remarks  made  to  him  at  Rochester  a  few  days 
before  by  Dr.  S.  L.  Gulick.  The  latter  (interview  with  5.  R.  B. ,  1/17/31) 
told  me  that  he  did  not  recall  having  talked  with  Dr.  Macfarland  at 
Rochester  about  motion  pictures  or  the  question  of  the  Federal  Council's 
policy  on  the  subject." 

I  cannot  but  feel  that  Mr.  Burton  has  entirely  misunderstood  you. 

You  came  to  me  at  Rochester  in  what  I  should  regard  as  a  state 
of  excitement,  and  informed  me  that  Mr.  Andrews  was  making  very  serious 
accusations  against  Governor  Milliken.  You  and  I  went  into  ty  private  room 
at  the  hotel  and  talked  the  matter  over.  Y0u  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Andrews  had  been  the  secretary  of  a  committee  of  your  Commission  for 
I  think  something  like  two  years  and  had  done  nothing.  My  recollection  is 
that  you  said  either  that  he  had  never  gotten  the  committee  appointed  or  that 
it  had  neither  met  nor  functioned.  I  told  you  I  thought  it  beet  to  leave 
the  matter  until  we  got  back  to  New  York,  when  we  would  talk  it  over  . 


I  have  now  for  the  first  time  seen  your  memorandum  of  February  14 
to  Mr.  Johnson, correcting  the  misstatement  and  misleading  implications  made 
by  Mr.  Burton,  which  entirely  corresponds  with  my  own  recollections  of  the  matter. 

The  conference  we  had  at  Rochester  registered  with  me  more  force- 
ably  than  all  the  previous  conferences  because  of  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  your 
perturbed  state  of  mind, and  the  first  suggestion  that  came  to  me  regarding  the 
calling  of  a  conference  on  the  subject  in  any  very  serious  way  came  at  that 
time,  although,  as  you  say,  there  had  been  previous  occasions  when  you  had 
urged  the  imperative  necessity  of  doing  something,  especially  about  the 
international  films. 


COPY 


FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CHORCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  AMERICA 
MEMORANDUM 


From 

S.  1.  Gulick 

Date  Feb.  14,  1931 

To 

Mr.  E.  F,  Johnson 

Subject 

Motion  Picture  Inquiry 

It  seems  desirable  that  I  should  supplement  my  reply  to  Mr.  Burton: 


1.  The  Commission  on  International  Justice  and  Goodwill  formed,  in  the 
fall  of  1926  -  or  early  in  1927  -  as  I  remember,  a  subcommittee  on  "Motion 
Pictures  and  International  Goodwill".  My  records  show  that  Mr.  George  R. 
Andrews  was  secretary  and  that  the  members  were  Dr.  Duggan,  Dr.  John  H. 
Lathrop,  Mr.  Charles  Bauer,  Dr.  W.  Russell  Bowie,  Mr.  Frank  Day  Tuttle, 

Mrs.  Sdgerton  Parsons  and  Mrs.  Emrich. 

2.  So  far  as  I  know  Mr.  Andrews  never  called  the  committee  together  and 
it  never  functioned,  although  once  or  twice  I  said  to  him  that  whenever  he 
might  desire  it  I  would  be  glad  to  arrange  for  a  meeting. 

3.  Mr.  Burton  asked  me  a  few  weeks  ago  if  I  talked  with  Dr.  Macfarland 
at  the  Rochester  meeting  of  the  Federal  Council  about  the  ne-^d  of  a  Federal 
Council  Commission  on  Motion  Pictures. 

I  replied  that  I  did  not  recall  whether  or  not  I  had  done  so  at 
Rochester,  but  I  remember  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  I  did  say  to  him 
(Dr.  Macfarland)  that  I  was  disappointed  that  Mr.  Andrews  did  not  seem  to 
take  any  interest  in  our  Committee  on  Motion  Pictures  and  International 
Goodwill  and  that  I  thought  a  Federal  Council  Commission  dealing  with  the 
whole  situation  was  desirable.  I  had  come  to  this  conclusion  some  time  be¬ 
fore  the  Rochester  meeting  and  had  talked  to  this  effect  with  Dr.  Macfarland 
more  than  once.  If  Dr.  Macfarland  says  I  talked  with  him  about  it  at 
Rochester  it  is  probably  so,  although  I  do  not  recall  it. 

4.  I  do  recall  talking  with  Dr.  Macfarland  at  Rochester  about  certain 
criticisms  which  Mr.  Andrews  had  made  on  Mr.  Milliken  in  a  personal  conversa¬ 
tion,  and  quite  likely  I  voiced  my  thought  on  Mr.  Andrew's  failure  to  make  any 
use  of  our  Commission's  Committee. 


Rev.  C.  S.  Macfarlnnd,  D.D. 
Mountain  bakes,  N-  Jersey 


My  near  Dr,  Macfarland; 

X  a®  sorry  to  hear  of  the  conspiracy  in^o  <'<hicji  ^our 
wife  and  doctor  have  entered  again  t  you  hut  I  have  no  doubt  th  ^  their 
motives  and  their  judgments  are  righteous  and  just  ana  1  .  nd  that  you 

will  surrender  at  on  e  and  be  docile  under  their  despotism. 


I  have  heard  nothing  further  regarding  the  motion  picture 
inquiry  since  the  conversation  which  you  and  Dr •  Johnson  and  I  had  together 
the  Yale  Club  and  a  very  brief  conversation  which  I  had  with  him  a  day  or  tw® 
after.  I  still  have  the  papers  that  were  sent  me  prior  to  our  conversation 
at  the  Yale  Club  but  I  have  never  read  them  except  to  go  over  your  comments. 


I  have  not  seen  Governor  Milliken'3  statement  to  which 
•ou  refer,  nor  any  other  documents, but  those  which  Dr,  Johnson  sent  me  c  -.ore 
our  meeting  at  the  Yale  Club  and  the  two  memoranda  attached  to  your  latter 
of  March  4th  with  regard  to  Dr*  Gulick' s  conversation  ’ith  Dr*  Burton 
Rochester.  Shall  I  speak  to  Dr.  Johnson  about  the  matter?  If  so,  I  should 
like  to  shoe  him  your  letter  of  March  4th.  Or  perhaps  you  ill  be  seeing 
him  when  you  .-ire  in  to  next  week.  JL  expect  to  be  here  both  Tuesday  nnc, 
•Wednesday,  although  1  am  speaking  at  the  Brick  Church  both  of  these  o  ys 
noon  and"  I  have  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  vhe  Near 
.noon  and  will  possibly  "  » 

tives  of  our  Pension  Board  on  Tuesday  morning. 


..'ith  kin  regard  to  Mrs*  Macf-irland  nt  ou- self, 


Very  f  i  hfully,  -  our.:, 


p.sSjB 


c.  I* 


"ACHRAY" 

MOU N  T  A  I  N  LAKES 
NEW  JERSEY 
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?rofeseor  uerbert  =1.  hen ton 
yracuse  University 
./recuse,  N.Y. 

igy  deer  Professor  nheataa: 

'Hie  question  you  miicd  at  the  close  of  our  interview  the  other 
d«y  seemed  to  9ie  the  nearest  to  axis  thin*?  definite  of  sny  eon»  idem  t  ion  that  h«» 

«r,  >eorert .  Indeed,  it  is  the  very  question  I  have  been  urging,  frora  e  sortewhat 
different  angle. 

Hie  re  are,  from  ny  point  of  view,  throe  questions,  each  relating  to  the 

other. 

1.  Did  Governor  illliken  seek  to  influence  individual  members  of  the  Federal 
Council**  Cosnlee ion  in  the  matter  of  previewing  and  other  policies  of  a  similar 
nature  in  too  interest  of  his  organization? 

That  question  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer,  as  I  knew  nothing  of  hie 
reported  Interviews. 

2.  Did  the  Comiselon  yield  to  such  influence  (if  it  waa  exerted)  or  wae  ita 
policy  formulated  independently  of  any  such  effort? 

3.  Did  I  in  any  way  permit  my  administrative  duties  to  be  influenced  by  him? 

These  two  (ueatione  should  be  anewered. 

:ite  aec  jnd  of  these  questions  is  answered  by  the  following  excerpts 
from  the  minutes: 


"Organisation  feting,  arch  2B,  1S8® 

*hra.  arich  but  recently  returned  from  California  stressed  the  need  of  previewing 
of  otioa  icturuc  in  .iollywood,  statin*?  that  ww  eight  hundred  -lotion  ioturv# 
ere  prepared  yearly  and  that  a  strong  reviewing  corral t tee  should  be  appointed  to 
go  over  these  pictures  before  they  are  released  for  circulation. 

"drs.  Silverthora  stated  that  the  National  Commission  of  Protestant  anon  h  id  vary 
definitely  planned  aetivltlea  along  the  line  of  the  previewing  of  totion  lc hi  res 
and  ot.isr  phases  of  the  motion  picture  problem.  If  the  Cotaaliasion  of  the  federal 
Council  prepares  a  definite  program  in  which  toe  National  Commission  may  cooperate 
whole-heartedly,  it  till  be  glad  to  do  so  but  does  not  wish  to  postpone  its  activities 
for  a  rfsther  indefinite  future  program. " 


"YOT  D:  That  toe  Coalman  be  empowered  to  appoint  o  committee  of  nine  persona  to 
consider  toe  points  named  in  toe  dlseuosion  of  today’s  meeting  together  with  itc-ts 
8-10  an  toe  agenda  of  today’s  meeting  and,  further,  toe  relntlanAip  of  th* 

Comal  salon  to  to*  Church  sad  ^  ^aociatlon.  ^  Coaalttee  ml"  rt-UJ-  mfborf* 
to  nominate  a  Chairman  to  be  appointed  by  toe  .resident  of  toe  iederal  .ouncil. 

tie hop  cConnell. 


•YOTS-iJ :  That  too  Record  log  oar* tary  be  requested  to  refer  to  to*  committee  of 
Min*  all  oo>~£3UBi eati©  .»  cad  reeenBendetioM  tost  iusve  cone  to  toe  uo!«ie«ioa» 

Meeting  -  tap  27,  182® 

”V;T-D:  To  adopt  effigrtaph  1  taaaaded  to  wad  as  follows ; 

’1,  The  purpose  of  toe  ;osssi bb ion  on  Motion  '  ioturea  shall  he: 

” {X)  To  further  or  provide  for  the  thorough  study  of  toe  releti  as  of 
'lotion  :  ict«Ti->a  to  the  ublie  V*  If  are.  ** 

To  adopt  .  arsgraph  5  sanded  to  reed  as  follows: 

3.  The  uonmleaton  shall  hats  an  xeoutlve  Causal  ttoe  of  Nine  which  shall  include 
torse  persons  who  are  raettoere  of  the  hoard  of  Directors  of  the  Church  and  Drama  League. " 

«T'H) j  To  adept  .’aragraiii  4  amended  as  follows: 

**4.  that  toe  .eportraent  of  Research  end  Ldueeti>n  of  toe  oederal  Council  be 
requested  to  make  surveys  and  tost  toe  Oonnias ion  ap  oint  a  urvey  Committee  to 
cooperate  with  the  apartment  of  Research  ana  Question.'1 

Meeting  -  Tune  7,  1828 

•\>r.  >aefarlend  presented  on  behalf  of  Jr.  ■  •  I»  Cheney!  chairraan  of  the 
Nominating  Cosntttee,  toe  report  of  to*  CoKBsittou  which  ass  considered  seriatim. 

"  ,n  reeopjmsndation  of  tin;  Ramin  atln,  comlttee, 

"VuT  1  :  That  the  ioisaiusian  racansaeaa  to  bishop  Grand  J.  HcConnell,  .resident 
of  the  federal  council,  the  appointment  of  iion.  illlaa  C.  Kedfield,  as  Chairman  cf  the 
Canal  as ion  an  otion  ictures. 

"(JB  recommendation  of  toe  30tti»«tlBg  Committee, 

’«VCT  i> :  That  Rev.  Charles  K.  Gilbert  be  elected  ae  Chairmen  of  the  xecutive 
Committee  of  the  commission.'* 


•ur.  ioefarlaad  presented  the  following  nurses  on  behalf  of  the  .Nomine  ting  Commit  toe 
recommended  as  member*  of  toe  xecutive  cowaitts*  of  the  coesaiMd on:  ev.  C'.arJes  K. 

ilbert,  Chairman,  Miss  iargeret  pplegarth,  'rofeaoor  arrieon  .  1 iliott,  "st  Henry  . 
helper,  lev.  tenlsy  High,  sirs.  Tred  ;  .  Bennett,  end  ex  officio  Hon.  .Illlaa  c.  Sedfield, 
Carry  c.  yore  and  Rev.  Charles  ..  Maofarlaad. 

"Lev.  George  Held  Andrew*  presented  on  behalf  of  toe  church  and  Jrama  Tuotittte* 
the  names  of  or.  i*ary  Q*  albridge  and  Rev .  George  aid  .Andrews  as  two  of  the  throe 
representatives  of  toe  church  and  Drama  .seociation  on  the  xeeutive  ..oaeaittes  of  the 
CoHoission,  In  accordance  witn  tot  previous  note  of  the  cosmisaion  authorizing  such 

represents tion. " 


"¥0T  C:  That  toe  conaicsion  elect  Rev. 
ulegarto,  rofe<>Bor  garrison  ...  ^Iliott,  Pev 
Ors.  lrad  Bennett,  nev.  George  Reid  Andrews 
to©  .xeeutive  uOMdltteo,  with  non.  illisa  c. 


Charles  K.  ‘-ilbert,  Chairman,  Miss  orgarst 
.  enry  >.  Leiper,  Rev.  Stanley  nigh, 

,  and  »ir.  Henry  R.  V. albridge  as  members  <f 
Redf told,  harry  t  .  Tyers  and  Rev.  Charles  3. 


iacfarl.nd  ex  officio. 


**VvT  i>s  rfeet  tiie  Executive  Ccrmi tteo  fee  supowered  at  its  discretion  to  nominate 
to  the  commissi  >a,  additional  t*  -bars  fa r  the  xseutive  costal  ttae  as  my  seem  aim." 

"VO?  D  i  That  nil  natter*  teat  haws  eow  to  the  attention  of  the  Federal  Council 
pravlona  to  tea  organisation  of  tea  'oswiasion  which  relate  to  Motion  lctirres  ah  ell 
he  referred  to  the  jsaeutive  Go-rmi tte«  for  report  to  the  CoasssiRsicn.” 

jesting  incentive  Corsnittee,  June  ad,  18X9 
••The  Chatman,  Re*,  tihcrlee  K.  Gilbert,  presided." 

"Oeorge  Reid  i.ndrews  wee  sleeted  secretary  of  the  > •eating. " 

”i>one  time  was  f  iven  to  the  discussion  >f  work  which  night  be  undertaken  at  once. 

4  Cmmlttwe  wee  appointed,  with  tee  He*,  onry  -with  Lei  per  a*  chain*  n,  to  investigate 
ten  influence  of  earners  iel  pieturwa  shown  la  tiintd  -nary  fields,  an  l.elper  was 
instructed  to  request  their  representatives  to  note  carefully  the  type*  of  picture* 
being  allows  is  tee  esmmsroi  el  houses  in  their  eonmuiitles,  end  when  they  find  films  which 
they  consider  objectionable  for  auy  reason,  to  make  careful  notes  of  the  film*  In  question, 
giving  suoh  information  as  teo  nemo  X  te«  film,  the  producer  and  their  reasons  for 
considering  the  film  objcctl  usble,  this  information  to  be  cent  to  tee  chairman  of  the 
committee  at  105  eat  2 Sod  treat,  'Jew  fork,  or  to  their  home  board  headquarters  to  be 
transmitted  to  tee  office  of  tee  chairman.'' 

*k<etin$  ,  xseutive  Coaaittas  eptember  28,  1929 

"V'J’ftB  I  That  tee  »outl*«  idjavittes  rsoosm^nd  to  tee  commission: 


”8. 'That  in  the  Judgment  of  %tm  xecutive  Co-mi ttee  at  tee  Resent  time  the 
Commission  regarde  itself  as  not  prepared  to  undertake  pw-tiwtag  or  recoBsaendinp  of 
ecsmnereial  motion  picture  films. 

-4.  That  the  Oasalnaion  refer  all  inquiries  concerning:  specific  coceawclsl  films 
to  the  Lhaurch  end  Drama  League  of  onwiea. 

•6.  That  the  jonmiwioa  r«eo samenc  to  its  constituent  bodies  tent  they  mke  tee 
widest  possible  use  of  the  roeommided  lists  of  the  Church  and  rams  League  of  -  merles. 

’6.  *fhat  it  is  the  consonsus  of  opinion  test  all  matters  having’  tr>  do  with  the 
activities  of  secular  organizations  with  respect  to  commercial  motion  pictures  be 
referred  to  tee  church  and  Dram*  ;  ssgut?  of  ravrlca." 

H'TLT  i) »  That  the  xeeutive  Coratalttos  recommend  to  the  Cdamloslmj 

-1.  Tnat  the  Sosraiasion  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  invite  ion  to  ^reviewing  issued 
by  the  uotloa  jictures  'roducera  and  Lietributors  \*eo«5stion  end  further  re® amend  that 
BStion  upon  it  be  deferred. 

**g.  Ihat  a  oocnlttec  on  Inquiry  be  appointed  by  tee  Corral  e  si  on  in  so  anti  tetion  with 
the  epartaant  of  search  and  ducstto*  of  tee  lederal  council  to  mkm  tee  widest 
practicable  study  of  relations  of  tbo  action  picture  to  the  public  welfare  and  t  at 
there  bo  included  *n  inquiry  as  to  the  progress  made  to  dote  by  the  Jot Ion  icttr « 
reducers  and  uliUtbutors  .mwniatiM  of  merles  in  the  praratioa  of  suoh  rdutlmm 

••3.  bat  tee  Chairman  of  the  ComissiPi,  together  with  the  -hairmrui  of  tee 
xeeutive  Lomittee ,  h«v.  Charles  .  iaefarland,  »*v.  Ceorge  Held  ndrewe  and  Rev.  K 
meet  Johnson  be  asked  to  select  and  be  authorized  to  appoint  meateen;  of  tele  Casraittee 
on  Inquiry.  The  number,  fi*«,  is  suggested  as  o-e treble. ' 


"S.  That  toe  ^oiinittoe  >f  selection  referred  to  la  tea  foregoing  be  asked  to  naca 
e  committee  to  oumiCer  tn<*  influence  of  raotion  picture  films  In  foreign  raiacloa  field*, 
*ns  to  reeoraracad  to  the  Committee  thus  muted  the  consideration  of  th=.  report  submitted 
by  £*•  leiper." 


meeting  of  commission,  etober  86,  iflss 

"Vf'Jis  io  approve  items  8  and  3  as  follows: 

"8.  Shat  a  ooasolttee  on  Inquiry  be  appointed  by  to  Connies  ion  la  s>b> 
euiation  site  the  .  «psr1 raent  of  eesarch  and  due  ti  >n  of  the  federal  council  to  make 
the  widest  iraetleable  study  of  relations  of  the  motion  picture  to  the  mblic  welfare 
and  teat  there  be  Included  an  inquiry  as  to  the  progress  made  to  data  by  the  notion 
>ictur»  ’roducars  end  oletributora  of  series  In  the  promotion  of  such  relations.'' 

■At  this  point  1‘rofasaor  Cef-ourd  presented  the  report  of  a  r,  cent  Corf  ere  ruse 
on  tsiti  uac  of  mu t loo  pictures  for  religious  education.  rofeseor  le.-sourd  ia  Chairman 
of  the  „oaesitt«s«  appointed  by  the  Conference  to  make  a  survey  and  to  secure  a  Hat 
ef  available  pictures  for  religious  educate  on.  ilia  report  was  further  snpplanented 
by  tr.  enry  u  ^eyer.  It  was  stated  that  the  Conference  w«s  cr  led  and  the  wo*  of 
too  Coraaittee  was  to  be  financed  by  the  .motion  ieture  roduoars  and  Diatribotore  of 
user  lea.  " 


■V  ?  M  To  adopt  item  3  of  tee  first  section  with  the  word*  "at  the  present 
ti  so"  underaeored ,  «e  follows: 

S.  That  In  the  judgraunt  of  the  zeoutiva  Coasaitte#  at  the  present  tine  the 
Conraiasion  regard*  . tee If  as  not  prepared  to  undertake  to  pre-Yi«wing  or  reeoaraending 
of  oomereial  motion  picture  fllsss.  ‘ 

Testing  xeeutive  Soersittee  ihseember  13,  18.;» 


"Dr.  Taefarl-  nd  culled  attention  to  articles  concerning  the  resignation  of 
ar.  ‘Odfield  and  other  matters  eonnee tod  with  the  Motion  ieture  Carnal  scion  which  '»d 
appeared  ia  tee  iierald  Sri  buna  sad  other  papers  in  the  receding  t wo  «r  three  dtye  and 
it  was  voted  tent  tee  -niirasa  of  tee  xeeutive  Gonmlttee  be  authorized  to  rsake  a 
statement  for  the  gtfeea*  She  steteraant  follows: 


lie  federal  council*®  con  lesion  on  iotica  Pictures  was  organised  by  erd er 
of  tee  executive  committee  of  tee  council  ia  January,  1«S8,  at  the  request  af  a  conference 
of  re  re scats, ti  v@e  of  dsnomte  Uoanl  end  in terde wrsi a 8t lonel  agencies  teich  desired  a 
central  cleerte;  house  nad  cooperative  agency  thru  ,gh  «h  eh  to  secure  suitable  IS  las 
far  as  i  eharctes  and  reliable  inSbrmttoa  concerning  their  motion  picture  problem. 


■*  'She  Coatieelaa  was  appointed  by  tea  president  of  tea  federal  council  and  is 
compose-  chiefly  af  members  officially  MMiBeted  by  tee  various  religious  orgeoitati one 
Interests :  in  tee  subject.  “either  tee  -set  ion  ieture  ^reducers  and  Distributors  of 
.series  aar  nay  representative  at  that  body  nor  <us@r  person  connected  with  tee  motion 
picture  industry  ia  any  way  whatever  has  had  anything  t©  do  with  the  orgimi  cation 
of  tee  federal  Cause 11**  ommi sslun  or  the  selecting  at  its  personnel. 


•*  loreover,  tee  co- mission  has  never  teen  Influenced  in  any  way  whatever  te  its 
policies  or  procedure  fey  ten  motion  picture  producers*  association  or  any  representative 

-.iteWt^cMaP^M’teen^la1  invitation*  tef tts  eocamlsalon  to  aheraMba 
pictures  at  iuilywood.  ‘ihe  .amaissloa  did  sat  deem  it  expedient  te  take  action  on  the 
invitation  at  test.  time. 


* 1  *'*  Jurpoaea  af  tee  commission,  as  outlined  at  ea  eerly  -meeting,  are  as  follows : 


"*To  aaaist  the  churches  at  Sms  and  abroad  to  secure  suitable  aotion  jiittm*  for 
their  own  programs,  a ad  to  jw  In  tain  a  guneml  Information  service. 

"To  study  toe  representation  of  the  various  people*  through  Motion  picture*  at  how* 
and  abroad,  to  mak  to  eliminate  aisr  presentation*  and  to  secure  toe  incorporation  of  toe 
beat  f  toe  lief  of  the  various  countries,  and  to  further  to#  use  of  ft  las  which  atrengt**n 
international  understand!  g  and  goodwill* 

'•’•Naturally,  differences  of  opinion  mvc  arisen  eaong  to#  ^enbare  of  the  eoxaiaaion 
aa  to  toe  mat  affective  -anna  t  furthering  taese  purposes*  Upon  on*  point,  however, 
there  has  been  general  agreement,  and  tost  is  toe  stead  >t  a  careful  and  unprejudiced 
inquiry  into  toe  relatl  >n  of  too  Motion  picture  industry  to  the  public  waif  are.  xhe 
ejraslssioa  early  this  fall  took  unanimous  action  looking,  toward  such  a  study,  end  at  the 
annual  saectlrig  of  the  executive  eoaaaittee  of  the  Federal  Council  in  hleago  last  veto, 
official  author isstion  for  such  s  study  was  given. *" 

Meeting  ixcmtlve  Comities,  January  31,  lv30 

"‘Rio  question  wee  raised  a*  to  to*  relation  of  toe  iorwiesion  to  the  proposed  Inquiry. 
It  was  eiesrly  stated  that  to*  ' eeearah  i-e  .er  burnt  *ot  Id  follow  ito  usual  policy  in 
conducting,  the  Inquiry,  keeping  independent  of  ail  other  agencies}  the  Canal  s4  on,  however, 
being  free  to  suggeet  to  the  i<ee*arch  jJepartrmnt  desirable  Unas  of  invention tio 

”'fh*:a  followed  a  states*  at  by  r.  Jomoou  calling  attention  to  difficulties  encounters 
in  organising  to#  Inquiry  but  expires  tog  confidence  tost  it  would  coon  be  under  way.” 

It  will  be  noted  test  fran  too  very  first  the  Oamnloslaa  proposed  s  complete  survey 
and  inquiry  before  c  omit  ting  itself  to  any  relationship  with  thv  Industry. 

o  far  as  1  recall  these  aotiotw  were  unanimua  in  every  ease  and  without  ny  si,  n» 
of  dissent. 

jtHr  third  question  say  be  uaewered  by  the  following  facts: 

1.  I  never  thought  of  s ny  new  procedure  o£  nay  kind  until  Deceraber  IS, ”8,  but  bent  evejy 

effort 

(1)  10  got  !ir.  ndrews  to  really  establish  a  policy  «ad  pragran. 

(2) To  get  him  to  act  far  toe  (onaainaiaa  on  International  Justice  and 
io*  ill  sb  ehaisunn  of  its  committee. 

/ 

(3)  To  desist  in  his  persistent  efforts  to  secure  such  large  support  fro*a 

Governor  all liken  and  to  build  up  his  administration. 

~*  fter  Gr.  oullck  Usd  conferred  with  tse  several  times  and  I  had  also  bien  approached 
by  officers  of  to#  Foreign  end  done  .iis^coa  agencies,  I  nada  inquiry  end  earned,  to  ay 
surprise,  that  tnere  were  nanny  da **j*i nat tonal  and  in terdeacawi national  eoaasit'aas  with  no 
corawon  nesting  ground  except  Governor  /iiliktn. 

3.  I  laid  the  ease  before  „ar.  jadrews  «nd  suggested  simply  a  conference  of  toe  *a 
agencies.  {  v«n  after  this  I  nought  to  reconcile  ,4r.  jsdrewa  and  4r.  MlUikcn  at  a 
conference • ) 

4.  Mr.  adrews  expressed  egre ascent  with  me  and  I  suggested  tost  he  arrange  the 
conference.  (String  this  tins-  I  cannot  recall  nmtfonih  the  mutter  to  Gtorernor  iilllken. 
after  It  wa#  daterained  up  a,  however,  I  acted  hia  to  give  sea  the  substance  of  suggestions 
for  a  progrrea  which  ie  had  been  sanding  raa  from  time  to  time,  which  I  conveyed  wito  sons 


<*«»«*•,  to  Jr.  Andrews.)  Sbic  program  tod  *>  bearing  on  relation.  with  fee  Industry 
ud  it*  proposal,  war*  simple  and  brio  us. 

5.  kt.  Agrees  umtrt  tie  conference,  which  was  composed  of  representative**  of 
constituent  and  affiliated  bodies  f  toe  Federal  ouneil  (through  their  Committee*  on 
*»tion  ietur*a.)  I  wa*  elected  Chnirana  of  th«  conference.  *ae  agenda  waa  presented 
by  U'r.  *  -.draws.  I  kae*  nothing  of  the  ersonnel  of  toe  conference. 

6.  Ffter  full  d  iaeuselon  in  which  all  to*  member*  shared ,  toe  conference  to  tod  to 
request  toe  federal  Council  to  hare  a  oosnlesloa. 

?.  this  nation  w&s  reported  to  too  xecutive  co«iittee  of  to*  Federal  Council  by 
ar.  Audrsee  and  ap  proved . 

8.  I  wee  naked  to  act  ns  .sating  Chairman  of  too  canniealon,  representing  Bishop 
icConnall,  until  fully  organized. 

a  t  «  i  jointed  the  minuting  Committee  fend  named  «  chairman  Mr*  Cheney,  one  of 

».  Utt.  <*»*  ««  *» 

Whose  eon  we  a  la  Jr.  Andrew*  *  office  end  lira.  Bennett. 

10.  this  cajwaitiae  considered  ir.  .nurewe  for  the  secretaryship,  hut  all  «  re® 
decided  tost  this  was  not  advisable,  a  jud^nt  in  which  Mr.  Cheney  concurred. 

11,  By  agreement  with  X**  MlMfe  torse  swtoers  of  the  Church  end  ***■»*» 2^*^ 

including,  him,  were  pieced  on  the  Ixecutlvo  ccminoe,  end  «««Jor«y  *  ^him  ^in 
nN  warm  aupoortera  of  a*,  aidrswe,  «nd  non*,  m  far  m  l  km*,  hou-ile  to  lira  or  i 

any  say  associated  »***  Got  eraor  iillikea. 

, •_  ndr«*»  than  began  to  complain  because  ha  wne  n>t  toe  xe entire  teorete  ry, 
and  at  ^  ^^iTTtlSSlor  2?—  toting  feretory  to  tide  matter*  along. 

13.  i  Mr.  todrewe  to  recoato  a  «  for  ‘tel m.  He  suited  *4r.  Fedfield 

and  i  r««<*saend*d  Mr,  Bed* laid  to  Bishop  toConnell. 

14.  I  conferred  with  Ur.  .'oidrewe  ea  to  a  chairman  of  toe  xeeutive  Committee,  and 
we  agreed  upon  Dr.  Gilbert. 

16  I  stiouletsd  that  the  venters  of  toe  Oosaaieelon  b«  eolccted  by  to*  cooperating 

«.  mh.  i  r“.1uS'»n4ZE‘S  «“* 

oam*  VJ  and  1  referred  it  to  Ur.  Aadraw*.  1  «*d  not  the  slightest  sees  a*  w  «y 
preferences  of  tee  CawtoioB  amrte re,  except  in  two  or  tores  caeca. 

16.  he*  toe  invitation  for  previewing  can*,  I  exposed  the  judg^mt that  our 
conmi salon  could  not  join  it  under  present  conditions,  end  expressed  my  «<** 
possibility  under  any  conditions. 

17.  At  toe  eery  beginning  I  urged  tea  necessity  t>r  such  a  »  rtoy  w*  ****  no" 
making,  before  ado. ting  any  policy. 


,d  --•  -  .  i^Avwtm  fiftra.;.  to  j.,  Oaesrt  and  ue  to  ask  teat  a*  be  given 

18,  >ih«*  j-t.  -adrewe  cam*  w  --r.  *•»«»  *  «*  .  •H-icn-'twd  ‘"decretory 

status  with  toe  federal  oounoil.  it  was  ay  own  proposal  that  he  be  «»ign*tod 

an  Dram* tic  Relation#.”' 

laanehUe,  1  had  termed  the  whole  buatoae#  ver  to  lar.  Gilbert  in  June. 

During  all  tola  to  1  curried  out  teens  administrative  duties  without  my 
conference  or  ooneuitetiun  on  our  policies  with  torarnor  uiLlikea.  toe 

arranged  before  ha  knew  it.  I  kJ»  nothin  of  hie  conferences  with  members  >. 


Ceaaiaeion,  except  that  he  end  St.  Gilbert  net.  >*i«  only  actual  eonforenee  \-,ith  hln  that 
I  had  •*«  to«  v  •; ry  ecurly  one  shea  he  explained  the  previewing  system.  Very  shortly  after  ti* 
cp aft renew  1  tola  his  that  1  did  act  believe  it  pr&otieable.  I  also  told  hln  that  I 
ahou  d  propose  on  lannlry  before  adopting  any  policy. 

1  bad  one  conference  with  Ur.  Cheney  at  which  we  agreed  on  tile  idea  tint  the 
Comaissioa  should  work  eooperatlTely  with  the  Church  rad  Crvjo.  ypaociatl  o. 

Xaeldea tally,  X  any  aey  tact  sersral  officers  nad  Hashers  of  the  Co?ml salon  did  not 
altogether  share  a ay  conservative  attitude,  which  wee  largely  determined  by  my  taeistont 
fueling  Via t  .he  Gataaieuioa  could  not  adopt  any  policy  until  the  survey  which  I  proposed, 
had  hue a  nude. 

o  far  as  X  mn  recall,  U  nrnor  illllk^n  never  nude  my  request  or  eves  the  alight* 
cat  e«eg»aUoa  to  toe  concerning  the  personnel  or  policy,  except  hi  vary  early  expression 
of  Vie  hops  Viet  Vie  federal  Council  would  join  in  Vie  previewing.  Pad  he  done  so  I  should 
have  coavoyad  hie  request  or  suggestion  to  the  CoNnteeioa. 


ineerely  you to. 


".  ..  I  an  mending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  bite,  r.  Ml  ler,  ih*.  Johnson  sal  eleo 
to  a  nan  to  #hoe  I  nave  been  going  for  friendly  advice. 


Yale  Club 
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Rev.  Charles  S*  Macfarland,D.D. , 
n  Aehray" 

Mountain  Lakes,  N.J, 

My  dear  Dr.  Maefarland, 


Your  note  of  the  27th  ha"  only  just  r>  .chcd  me  as  I  •?  is 
away  yesterday.  I  trust  that  this  note  In  reply  nay  re  -,ch  rou 
before  you  sail  tomorrow. 

I  have  just  had  a  Ion;'  talk  with  Dr«  North  and  find  that 
our  views  are  very  close  together  with  regard  to  the  notion  Picture 
Repprt.  I  have  expressed  my  mind  very  fully  and  clearly  also  to 
Dr.  Johnson  both  in  conversation  md  in  writing.  I  am  glad  the 
Administrative  Committee  deferred  action  at  its  - e»ting  la't  V‘r1  '  •y 
an  ;lo  si  copy  >f  i  let  c  Fhich  I  have  Juat  i  n  s  Dr, 
Johnson  with  regard  to  any  further  relationship  of  the  mf:rr  to 
our  Sub-Committee. 

I  trust  that  you  are  going  to  have  a  good  trip  abroad, 
and  that  you  -rill  dismiss  these  quest  ons  wholly  from  your  mind. 

. i th  kind  regard  to  Mrs*  .Macfarland  and  yourself, 


Your  sincere  friend, 


RESsC. 

Fnc. 


dh4A. 


a*. 


/ 


/J*>, 


Yale  dub 

Vanderbilt  Avenue  and  Forty-fourth  Street 
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Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

(INCORPORATED) 

105  HAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


is 


FRANCIS  J.  MCCONNELL.  PRESIDEN 

CCREA  CAVERT 
OORE 

ENERAL  SECRETARIES 
FRANK  H.  MANN.  TREASURER 


Department  of 
Research  and  Education 

WILLIAM  ADAMS  BROWN.  CHAIRMAN 
F.  ERNEST  JOHNSON.  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
BENSON  Y.  LANDIS.  ASSOCIATE  SECRETARY 


Telephone  GRamercy  5-3475 


March  13,  1931 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


In  Dr.  Cavert’s  absence  I  am  taking 
the  liberty  of  discussing  with  you  the  matter  of 
the  chairmanship  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Administrative  Committee  to  review  the  motion  picture 
report.  I  gather  from  your  letter  that  you  have  some 
hesitancy  about  serving  as  chairman  of  this  committee. 

I  can  see  why  you  might  hesitate  to  assume  that  measure 
of  responsibility  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Macfar- 
land  has  in  a  sense  designated  you  to  act  as  his  person¬ 
al  representative  from  this  time  on.  He  has  told  me 
that  instead  of  showing  him  any  further  documents  con¬ 
nected  with  the  study  they  should  be  shown  to  you.  If 
you  yourself  feel  no  limitation  arising  out  of  this 
situation,  it  is  of  course  all  right  with  us  here  at 
the  office  of  the  Federal  Council.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  feel  that  you  would  be  somewhat  freer  if  some¬ 
one  else  were  chairman  of  the  committee,  we  are  ready  to 
have  someone  else  designated. 

Before  writing  this  note  I  undertook  to 
make  an  apnointment  with  you  today  but  I  learned  that 
that  would  be  difficult  and  I  am  therefore  sending  this 
by  messenger  with  the  request  that,  if  possible,  you 
will  let  me  know  today  your  wish  in  the  matter. 


Sincerely  yours, 


FEJ:ET 


Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  / 

(INCORPORATED) 

6  1931 


105  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


FRANCli  Mf&JaNNELL.  PnflslDEN-f 

SAMUEL  MCCREA  CAVERT 
JOHN  M.  MOORE 

General  secretaries 

FRANK  H.  MANN.  TREASURER 


Department  of 
Research  and  Education 

WILLIAM  ADAMS  BROWN.  CHAIRMAN 
F.  ERNEST  JOHNSON.  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
BENSON  Y.  LANDIS.  ASSOCIATE  SECRETARY 
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Dr.  F,  Ernest  Johnson, 
105  fast  12nd  Street 
Hew  York  City 


Hy  dear  Dr«  Johnson: 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  written 
to  Governofc  Milliken  in  reply  to  his  letter  which  I  shoved  -cu. 

Will  you  please  arrange  a  place  of  meeting  for  our  sub¬ 
committee  at  1:50  Saturday  afternoon,  April  18th  and  notify  the  members  of 
the  Committee  as  to  the  room?  I  expect  to  be  away  from  New  York  all  this 
week  but  hope  to  get  hack  to  ray  apartment  at  24  Grsraercy  Park  Saturday  noon 
and  should  be  glad  if  you  would  send  me  a  notice  there  of  the  place  where  our 
commit  lee  can  meet. 


Will  you  be  able  to  send  us  also  copies  of  your  revised 
draft  of  the  foreword  and  of  Chapter  XIV  and  of  the  conclusions? 

With  regard  to  the  conclusions  1  was  sorry  I  couldn't 
stay  to  share  in  the  further  discussions.  In  reality  this  chapter  ou  ;ht  to 
be  the  most  important  and  productive  of  all  and  ought  to  lift  the  discussion 
on  to  the  highest  level  of  constructive  understanding  and  forecast.  In  that 
view  I  wonder  whether  you  couldn't  modify  wisely  the  concrete  stat*ent@  in  the 
last  line  of  page  5  and  the  first  fourteen  lines  of  page  6.  You  have  dealt 
sit-,  tiie  concrete  cases  already.  Would  it  not  be  adequate  in  this  place  simply 
to  state  the  hcnc-ral  moral  and  practical  principles  that  are  Involved? 

I  think  we  should  be  perfectly  explicit  about  the  wrong 
and  the  folly  of  what  has  been  done,  but  having  made  our  position  in  that 
matter  clear  we  should  drop  it  and  not  allow  it  to  emerge  again  in  a  way 
that  is  in  danger  of  distorting  af^pcrspective  and  hiding, either  from  our¬ 
selves  or  from  others, great  i.  sues  that  are  primary  and  continuing  behind 
personal  errors  which  while  qualitatively  wrong  are  quantatively  of  little 
consequence. 

Very  cordially  yours, 


RESjB 


My  dear  Dr,  Johnsons 


I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  note  1  am  just  sending  to 
the  members  of  our  Committee  and  also  a  copy  of  our  proposed  report  to  the 
Administrative  Committee.  I  trust  this  sill  be  satisfactory.  We  have 
tried  to  guard  carefully  the  independence  and  prerogative  of  the  Research 
Department. 

Dr.  Anthony  and  Dr.  North  have  some  minor  suggestions, 
which  I  think  they  will  be  sending  you,  but  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  re¬ 
port-  several  items  which  occurred  to  us  in  our  conferen  'e  together. 

With  regard  to  the  fore  ord  it  seemed  to  us  that  it  would 
be  wise  to  include  either  in  the  foreword  or  in  a  note  attached  to  it  and 
not  to  postpone  to  the  appendix  the  text  of  the  action  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  authorizing  the  project  and  also  the  text  of  Bishop  McConnell's  letter 
of  instructions  to  you. 

Were  there  not  other  religious  papers  beside  the  three 
which  you  mention  which  it  might  be  well  to  include  in  the  footnote?  Were 

there  not  articles  in  the  Congregational  and  German  Reformed  papers? 

It  seemed  to  us  that  the  statement  at  the  bottom  of  page 
2  of  the  foreword  -  "the  air  was  full  of  charges  and  counter-charges"  ould 
give  to  cci  atsider  reading  the  report  a  distorted  impression*  Would 

it  not  be  well  to  use  some  more  moderate  form  of  expression? 

With  regal’d  to  Chapter  TIV,  it  seemed  to  us  that  the  first 
and  third  points  in  Dr.  W&mshuis's  letter  to  you  were  well  taken.  It  seemed 
to  us  also  that  it  would  be  well  cn  page  1  of  this  chapter  to  state  in  the 
last  line  regarding  Governor  Millikan' s  membership  on  the  Administrative  Com¬ 
mittee  -  "who  since  1924  has  been  a  member, etc." 

It  appeared  to  us  also  that  in  Chapter  XIV,  page  2,  line 
19,  it  would  be  bifetter  to  cay  "we  find  no  evidence"  than  "we  do  not  find  evidence." 

With  regard  to  the  conclusions  it  was  suggested  that  it 
might  be  wise  to  say  on  page  2  -  "functions  and  power"  instead  of  "function." 

On  page  3  there  was  some  misgiving  as  to  the  excessive 
criticism  of  the  vaudeville  stage  and  the  Sound  Pictures  and  the  reference  to 
"a  horde  of  'ondisciplinSd  actors  and*  entertainers  notoriously  lacking  in  moral  in <L 
aesthetid  standards.  Dr.  Famshuis  mace  this  point  also  in  his  letter  to  you. 


Frv.  F.  Erafist  Johnson,  F.D. 


£- 


Jpril  20,  1951 


I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Dr.  M&cfarland. 
you  please  return  this  when  you  have  read  it? 

Very  cordially  yours, 


H;3:B 


'Jill 


Rev.  :  .  fi-n^st  Johnoon,D.D., 

10"  East  22nd  Street, 

Kor  York  Ciigr. 

■  '7  r’“  J  Dr.  Johnson, 


I  sent  -ou  last  Monday  a  copy  of  the  proposed  report  -  our  Committee 
to  the  Administrative  Committee  with  re  -  .rd  to  the  report  o  the  Depnrtr-mt  of 
>9r'  rch  on  fcho  Motion  Picture  Industry.  I  do  not  know  whether  Dr.  Anthony  v>  - 
received  any  objections  or  suggestions  with  regard  to  the  Report  "ros  the  /-her 
members  oi  ou  •  Committee.  He  will  make  the  report  on  "cl  day  in  the  n  t,  of 
the  replies  that  he  receives. 


I  have  joined  in  this  Report  as  agreed  upon  at  the  ^efcin  •  o  the 
Committee  last  Saturday,  -»ad  I  shall  not  demur  or  ouali  V  mv  •  snt  t  t.h» 
mootin'  o  Friday,  ,t  which  I  cannot  be  present  as  1  must  be  out  of  town. 


Put  I  cannot  forbear  expressing  to  you,  personally,  my  mi a-i  vim 7s 
as  I  voiced  them  in  our  conference#  with  you  ad  the  other  members  of  the 
V  h  Com  I  not  cla  1  t  fc  th  Report  .  :  ■  j  j. 

perspective  and  proportions  or  th  ,t  it  do  Is  adequately  lith  the  central  m ' 
vita  issues  of  the  problem,  of  the  relation  o  the  Churches  to  Motion  Pictures 
and  I  am  doubtful  as  to  ts  main  impact  and  net  result. 


1  a  *  "  r,jd  from  hat  -’re.  Sinkovi hch  s  nd  ct  our  1  -  g  con;  rence 

with  vou  th*b  she  sh  r«s  com*  of  ray  -i sri vines, 

I  Li  c  th  t  t  h«  to  as  l  :  (ortahee  ed  o  ubo  iin 

considerations  .nd  influences,  n  ’  that  too  much  is  made  o  rater  th  i  h  Ion.- 
run  under  the  bridge,  that  has  already  been  noted  and  dealt  with,  m!  that  ns, 
in  my  c  e  however  la  notable,  only  an  unimportant  eddy  in  thf  r  1  *tr- 

I  know  your  conscientious  purpose  and  ende-.vor,  but  I  im  not  sure 
t'-it  the  report  do  Is  ai  th  the  aotu  l  conditions  and  the  human  being  involved 
in  .  ay  that  will  insure  real  constructive  .tnd  beneficent  r*~-  ujts. 

I  hope  -f  I  ctm  wrong,  but  I  c  mnot  forbe  r  oxnressing  my  ■  rs  lr:  t 
i  1  'tic  e  mi.yit  be  r-i  construed.  I  -now  th  it  you  have  ion ■'  your  out  in'  ow  fomrittre 
haf  sought  to  protect  the  rights  and  responsibility  o"  -our  Reno  rch  Department. 

Rut  I  vendor  whether  ve  have  secured  yet  the  ri  -ht  technique  o  finding  and  cvpr.-  us¬ 
ing  the  ninf  of  the  Churches  -md  o"  conservin':  their  ri.  htr.  v  ’  respond  hi  11  'A  -r 
too?  It  is  certainly  a  dreadfully  difficult  problem. 

A3  I  have  said  I  am  vri  tin  thin  personally  to  von  alon«,  bat  1  ani 
s en^in-*  a  copy  to  Dr.  Anthony  for  his  personal  in  or  tion. 

With  warn  regard, 

v'-ry  cord]  11-  'O’; -n, 


’FS»C. 


I  2 


Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 


FRANCIS  J.  MCCONNELL.  PRESIDENT 

UEL  MCCREA  CAVERT 
N  M.  MOORE 

GENERAL  SECRETARIES 


(INCORPORATED) 

105  EAST  TWENTY-SECOND  STREET 
NEW  YORK 

Department  of 
Research  and  Education 

WILLIAM  ADAMS  BROWN.  CHAIRMAN 


Telephone  GRamercy 


FRANK  H.  MANN.  TREASURER 


F.  ERNEST  JOHNSON.  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
BENSON  Y.  LANDIS.  ASSOCIATE  SECRETARY 


Aoril  29,  1931 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer 
156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City 

Dear  Dr.  Speer: 


I  have  not  yet  had  opportunity  to 
reply  to  your  letter  of  April  23  with  reference  to 
our  motion  picture  report.  May  I  do  so  now  and 
refer  to  certain  other  matters  connected  with  it  ? 

I  understand  fully  your  concern  as 
to  the  reaction  of  our  constituency  to  a  report  from 
which  they  might  naturally  expect  more.  I  recall, 
as  you  do,  that  Mrs.  Simkhovitch  had  the  same  appre¬ 
hension.  I  thought,  however,  that  she  reacted  cuite 
differently  when  I  explained  the  significance  of  the 
present  study. 


It  seems  to  me  that  coming  into  the 
situation  freshly  as  you  and  the  other  members  of  your 
committee  have  done  it  is  most  natural  that  you  should 
find  the  report  unduly  limited  in  scope.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  think  that  this  limitation  is  thoroughly  just¬ 
ifiable  and  inevitable.  At  the  risk  of  being  tedious, 
may  I  tell  you  more  at  length  than  I  have  done  what  the 
situation  is  ? 


Ever  since  Mr.  Hays  was  made  president 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Producers  and  Distributors  Assoc¬ 
iation,  but  more  particularly  in  the  last  few'  years, 
there  has  been  sharp  controversy  among  persons  interest¬ 
ed  in  motion  pictures  as  to  the  .validity  and  sincerity  of 
Mr.  Hays'  program  and  as  to  the  propriety  of  cooperation 
on  the  part  of  civic  and  re  i?ious  agencies.  As  Mr. 
Milliken  says,  the  question  is.  Are  we  honest  or  not  ? 
Indeed,  this  question  of  the  validity  of  the  Hays  organ¬ 
ization  and  program  has  come  to  be  the  central  issue. 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer  -  2 


April  29,  1951 


Everybody  knows  that  the  pictures  leave  much  to  be  desired, 
that  there  are  objectionable  films  and  highly  objectionable 
advertising.  Everybody  knows  that  the  real  point  is  what 
can  be  done  about  it.  Broadly  speaking,  there  are  t.v.o 
possibilities.  One  is  cooperation  with  the  industry  in  an 
effort  to  put  its  own  house  in  order,  and  the  other  is  the 
imposition  of  force,  chiefly  through  legislation.  The  re¬ 
form  groups  seem  to  be  more  concerned  with  an  attack  upon  the 
Hays  organization  than  with  anything  else.  Hence,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  our  study  is  really  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  will,  I  think,  be  so  regarded  by  most  of  the  individuals 
and  organizations  actively  interested  in  motion  pictures. 

In  presenting  the  results  of  the  study,  however,  we  are  ex¬ 
plaining  the  framework  of  the  industry,  the  relations  between 
the  various  processes,  the  location  of1  responsibility,  and 
so  forth,  in  a  way,  we  hope,  to  make  future  efforts  with  re¬ 
ference  to  thepictures  more  intelligent  and  effective. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  the  moral  and  psycho¬ 
logical  effects  of  motion  pictures  are  agitating  the  minds 
of  our  people,  but  these  questions  can  only  be  answered  as 
a  result  of  long  technical  studies  which  the  Federal  Council 
is  not  equipped  to  make.  Furthermore,  studies  of  this  sort 
are  now  being  made  by  the  Payne  Foundation.  Mr.  William  H. 
Short,  who  is  in  charge  of  these  projects,  tells  me  that 
within  a  few  months  he  expects  to  have  fifteen  volumes  of  re¬ 
sults.  I  have  been  somewhat  in  touch  with  these  studies  and  I 
believe  the  Federal  Council  and  other  agencies  can  use  the  re¬ 
sults  with  full  confidence.  Some  eminent  men  are  at  work 
upon  them. 


Thus  it  would  seem  that  from  several  points  of 
view  the  study  we  have  made  was  the  proper  one  for  us  to 
undertake.  I  hope  that  the  event  may  prove  it  so. 

On  the  technical  question  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  plan  of  our  study' and  the  brief  sentence  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  authorising  the  study, 
may  I  refer  to  my  memorandum  of  November  15,  1929,  to  Dr. 
Winchester,  who  was  then  secretary  of  the  Motion  Picture  Com¬ 
mission.  I  enclose  a  copy.  This  was  prepared  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  the  Commission  and  the  study  here  outlined  is  the  one 
which  the  Executive  Committee  was  asked  to  authorise,  and  is 
therefore  the  one  to  which  their  authorisation  refers.  I 
think  it  unfortunate  that  the  minute  in  the  matter  is  so 
brief. 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Speer 


S 


April  29,  1951 


Referring  to  your  earlier  lett  r,  which  accom¬ 
panied  a  copy  of  the  report  of  your  committee,  presented 
through  Dr.  Anthony,  let  me  say  that  changes  are  being 
made  pursuant  to  each  of  the  suggestions  contained  in  your 
letter.  I  reported  on  these  changes  to  the  Administrative 
Committee  and  consulted  them  about  a  number  of  other  ques¬ 
tions  that  lad  arisen  concerning  the  text  of  the  report. 

As  you  doubtless  know,  the  discussion  developed  no  important 
specific  criticisms  of  the  report  but  did  show  anxiety  lest 
some  injustice  might  be  done  through  hasty  action.  I  was 
present  for  most  of  the  discussion  but  withdrew  as  my  col¬ 
leagues  had  done  v;hen  the  committee  was  through  questioning 
me.  I  believe  that  Dr.  North  and  Dr.  Lord  were  those  chiefly 
desirous  of  postponement  of  final  action.  Dr.  Macfarland 
int  mated  to  me  that  he  had  himself  suggested  this  postpone¬ 
ment,  whether  to  either  Dr.  North  or  Dr.  Lord  I  dont  know. 

The  only  thing  that  concerns  me  at  the  moment  is 
that  I  believe  some  of  the  members  of  the  committee  expected 
that  Mr.  Milliken  would  be  given  opportunity  to  appear  before 
the  committ  e  at  the  next  meeting.  This,  I  understand,  has 
not  been  arranged  for.  No  action  authorising  it  was  taken  and 
Dean  Weigle,  I  understand,  is  opposed  to  it.  I  had  assumed, 
as  you  know-,  that  Mr.  Milliken  would  appear  before  the  com¬ 
mittee  before  action  was  finally  taken.  However,  the  commit¬ 
tee  cannot  very  veil  ask  him  to  appear  without  asking  Mr. 

Andrews  also.  As  matters  now  stand,  Mr.  Milliken  will  absent 
himself  as  usual  from  this  special  meeting,  but  with  action  on 
the  report  completed  his  self  imposed  disability  will  be  re¬ 
moved  and  I  should  expect  him  to  attend  the  regular  May  meet¬ 
ing  and  probably  to  make  his  statement  then.  I  am  explaining 
this  situation  because  I  think  you  should  know  the  way  matters 
stand.  If  any  members  of  the  committee  feel  strongly  t  at  Mr. 
Milliken  should  be  asked  to  appear  representations  to  that  ef¬ 
fect  should,  I  suppose,  he  made  to  Dean  V.eigle. 

I  appreciate  very  much  the  way  you  have  handled  this 
difficult  matter  and  the  attitude  the  Administrative  Committee 
has  taken.  Dr.  Langdale  urged  very  strongly  that  the  Admin¬ 
istrative  Committee  Keep  its  hands  off  the  report  and  there 
was  not  the  slightest  disposition  to  interfere  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment's  function.  On  1  ler  hand,  I  stressed  the  desirability 

of  frank  criticism  and  counsel  to  the  Department  from  members  of 
the  committee  at  every  point  because  of  all  that  is  involved. 


.EMORANDUM 


From 

To 

Subject: 


F.  E.  Johnson 

Dr.  Winchester  November  1 

Proposed  Study  of  the  Motion  Picture  Situation 


Pursuant  to  your  request  and  in  accord  vith  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Commission  on  Motion  Pictures  calling 
for  consultation  with  this  Department  I  submit  the  folio;  ing  sug¬ 
gestions  concerning  the  proposed  inquiry  into  the  motion  picture 
situation. 

1.  Limitation  of  field 

a)  It  should  be  recognized  that  such  questions  as  the  moral 
or  intellectual  effect  of  the  films  on  the  minds  of  children  and 
adults  involve  long  and  painstaking  and  costly  research  by 
technicians  eouipp  d  with  elaborate  apparatus,  and  should  therefore 
be  eliminated  from  this  inq  uiry.  Psychologists  are  now  at  \  ork  on 
these  oroblems  and  the  field  must  be  left  to  them. 

b)  The  task  of  developing  and  applying  stan  t  - 

criteria  of  decency,  etc.,  —  should  also  be  excluded,  as  belonging 
to  a  different  type  of  project.  It  involves  the  gathering  and 
classification  of  ooinion  and  the  formulation  of  concensus  on  a  huge 
scale  and  presupposes  the  previous  gathering  of  the  psychological 
data  referred  to  above. 

c)  The  scope  of  the  study  should  therefore  be  limited  to 
phases  of  the  mot 'on  picture  problem  which  can  he  studied  on  the 
basis  of  the  limited  psychological  data  available,  ;  hich  are  clearly 
within  the  area  of  individual  and  social  ethics,  and  can  be 
fruitfully  studied  with  limited  resources.  It  should  furtner  be 
directed  at  discharging  what  the  constituency  of  the  Federal  Council 
of  Churches  will  recognize  as  an  obligation  of  the  Council.  I  sug 
that  it  he  confined  to  the  public  relations  of  the  motion  nic^ure 
industry. 

2.  Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  study  would  be  to  learn  ho1  the  motion 
picture  industry  undertakes  to  avail  itself  of  the  judgment  cT  the 
community;  hov  it  interprets  it  elf  to  the  community;  what  changes, 
if  any,  have  been  taking  place  in  the  direction  of  adaptation  to 
the  requirements  of  public  opinion;  to  what  extent  freedom  of 
choice  of  pictures  by  exhibitors  exists;  to  what  extent  the  control 
of  the  Industry  is  monopolistic;  to  what  extent  the  various  part¬ 
icipants  are  free  to  act  in  accord  with  a  code  or'  professional  ethics 
and  to  what  extent  they  endeavor  to  do  so;  what  elements  of  social 
control  are  operative  in  the  existing  situation;  in  general,  v;  at 
obstacles  lie  in  the  way  of  the  attainment  of  better  service  and 
higher  standards. 
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3.  Method 

The  methods  employed  would  include  the  study  of  ?  great  mass 
of  documentary  evlaence  assembled  by  the  Federal  Trade  Commission; 
the  examination  of  promotional  literature,  adv  rtising,  etc.; 
observation  o'f  the  various  processes  by  which  the  character  and 
content  of  a  film  are  determin  d  and  the  processes  by  which  it 
finds  its  way  ultimately  to  the  public;  observation  of  reviewing 
and  censorship  processes;  interviews  with  producers,  directors, 
distributors,  exhibitors,  actors  and  representatives  of  the  public 

4.  Personnel 

The  study  could  probably  be  made  by  one  very  veil  equipp-  d 
person  who  has  a  general  knowledge  of  the  factors  in  community 
organization  and  social  control,  one  who  kno' s  hov  to  handle 
data  on  a  highly  controversial  subject  impartially,  one  who  is 
a  good  interviewer,  and,  preferably,  one  who  already  has  a 
renutation  as  a  successful  investigator,  educator  or  social  worker 
A  competent  secretary  would,  of  course,  be  needed. 

5.  Time 

The  period  suggested  is  one  year,  two  thirds  of  which  might 
be  used  for  gathering  data  and  the  balance  for  shaping  the  report. 

6.  Budget 

The  following  would  seem  to  be  a  minimum  requirement: 


Salary  of  investigator 
Salary  of  secretary 
Office  rent 
Office  expense 
Travel 


$6,000  to  $8,000 


2,100 

1,200 


800 

1.200 


Total 


$11, 300  to  13,500 


(Exclusive  of  cost  of  publishing  report) 


